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TO THE CREE 
SL STIAN READER. 


x, Lbeit theſe our happy dayes 
in ſome reſpect, good Chri- 
ſtian, have and enjoy divers 
and ſundry workes, tending 
to the ſubverſion of Pelial, 
and the erection of gedlineſſe: yet confi- 
dering that as carthly, ſo wee ſpirituall 
| ſouldiers, ſeldome run tothe watch — 4 
| out allarum : I thought it convenient/fo 
| call upon youwith this grave and godly 3 
bdocłkc, of long time hid in Hebrew, now 2 
l come to lightin Engliſh. The malice of 
the Jewiſh people in concealing it, by rea- | 
ſon cf Chirſt the rightcons, ſo often pre- 8 
figured,was intolerable ; but the ſingular. Fs 
7 providence of God in preſerving it, un- 
| ſpeakabiz; & now at laſi though charge-. 
4 able, yet fruitfull is the expreſſing, and 
printing in our naturall language of this 
ſo worthy,fo golden a writ : being of it - = 
ſelfe,withont the acceſſary painting of e- „ 
loquent ſpeech, a Mirror for Princes, a 5 
Preacher for all Chriſtians, a beautifull _ 
glaſſe forwomen, for children, ſervants, 5 | 
and ſuch like; a wiſe, piayfible, and moſt 3 
ready ſchoolemaſter, for to apply to eve - 
„ - 4 
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To the Chriſtian Reader. 


ry particular eſtate his peculiar property 
Art thou a Prince, a Magiſtrate, a Ruler? 
let ꝓuda rule thee : if thou thinkeſt upon 
manly courage, hee teacheth valiant- 
neſſe: if thou ſecke to governe aright, he 
willeththce to fly tyranny: if thou thirſt 
after manners of life, he ſoundeth it out, 
that vaine- glory, fornication, and diſcord 
blemiſh, wealcen, & at length utterly cõ- 
ſume nobilitie. Let me proceed farther & 
aske a queſtion. Art thou a biſhop,a mini- 
ſter, a preacher of Chriſts birth, life and 
death ? behold Levi as a Lanterne. Thou 
canſt teach thy ſelf, but he can teach thee 
better: thou ſpeakeſt to others, hearlcen to 
him that talketh to thee : of thy office, 
how holy it is, how honourable, the con- 
temners thereof how miſerable, by whom 
begun, continued and confirmed : of thy 


ſtate of life, what, & how it ſhould be; Va. 


quam ſine Sale, ſine Sole: to be ſhort:of thy 


bleſſednes, it thou art godly, wiſe, & lear- 


ned - of thine and their plagues where 
thou liveſt, it wicked and ignorant. What 
ſhouldI fay more? Looke upon Jacob, O 
you Parents, peruſe the 12 godly Fathers 
in time and order: learne of him & his, to 
pray to God in Chriſt his name for _ 

chil- 
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To the Chriſtian Reader. 


children, have regard to their inſtruction: 
the want of the former, your children ſhal 
miſſe: the neglect of the latter, you your 
ſelves ſhall bewail. For the harty praier of 
a Father to the Almighty for his children, 
is a right ſingular benefit: but he that for 
fooliſh plty giveth them the bridle, is be- 
fore God accounted a guilty partaker of 
their ſinfull race. View this booke there- 
fore, harken how to teach your ſelves and 
your children. Vou have already handled 
a Sick mans Salve, injoy now at length a 
Sick mans tongue, to inſtruct them when 
you leave them, and what to leave them 
when you die: elſe their end wilbe lamen- 
tation, but yours lamentable miſery. And 
come you hither you children of the earth 
read, ſee, and ſay that old father Raben 
with his good brethren, readily & right- 
ly deſcribe the bleſſed path of righteouſ- 
nefle,and the forlorne way of Belial, the 
one to flie, the other to follow. Wilt thou 
begin with the eldeſt, for that old age ſee- 
meth wiſeſt?ſtop not then the cares of thy 
hart8& body to ſo wiſe & ſweet a charmer. 
O the nũber, O the ougliſome portrature 
of thoſe deadly ſpirite, that he hath ſo or- 
derly numbred, and cunningly coloured! 

| A 3 Lechery, 


Lechery, Pride, 

Envy, Vai ne- glory, 
Gluttony, ( JUnrighteonſne ſſe, 
bravery, Wil full ignorance, 


All theſe, as they ſeem, are indeed perni- 


tious : but the former is moſt dete ſtable, 


the end Whereof is confamption of this 
earthly body, & deſtruction of the ſoule. 
Which welſpring & puddle of evil, if thou 
wilt have dried up, ceaſe fro drunkenfes: 
if not ſee it, have not a nartow & greedy 
eie upon a beautiful face: if not drinł, yet 
ſtoppe thy mouth from buſie queſtions 
with women: to conclude, if uot therein 
be ducked and drowned,ufe labour, tame 
youthfulneſs. For iu this I overſbootiug my 
elfe, (ſaith Rubes to his Children) de filed 
my Fathers bed. Thereſors looke not upon 
the beautie of women, muſe not upon their 
doings, but keep your ſelves occupied, either 
in learning or ſeme worke : charge your 
wives & daughters that they trimme not 
their head, wil them to chaſten their looks, 
fore every woman that deals deceitfully in 
thoſe things, is reſerved to the puniſhment 
of the World to come. Which trade of life 
to 
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Te the cb 14% Reader. 


to eſche vv, ſeeing it rs GifouR wit heou7 
the fulfilling of che law, and the law per: - 
iy conſiſteth in mutuall love: ſtrive w th 
Simeon the ſecond hrother, to avoid ſtrite, 
vrhich blindeth the mind, pineth the bo- 
dy, proveketh murder. The remedy 
whereof,is both forgiving & forgett ing. 
Take to thee Joſephs cheer full counte- 
nance, a perfect platform of a quiet mind: 


S597 68, 


yet ſer before thine eicsSimeonewithered 


hand, a right plague for ſuch a finde. All 
which diſquietnes and miſchiefe ſaf. ly to 
ſet a ſide, let not Juda be fer apatt. Gather 
by him experience, that for a man to gle- 
ry in his own works, is ſinful, & he which 
upbraideth another mans vice, ſtandeth 
ſlippery. Juda choked Ruben his eldeſt 
brother with his fornicat iim: marq . ho 
ſinned immediatly but envious & Mi 


x 8 
Juda Did he not cffend after the ſſh in 
the Chananites houſe? did he not take * 


a wife without conſent of hisParents? 
two great ſins, and alas in theſe our dayes 
too much uſed; yet punifhed, the one 
with wane, or at leaſt ſmall jey of chil- 
dren, ſaĩth father Jada che Patriarch; but 
the other with intolerabſe danger of bo- 
dy and ſoule, ſaich S. Paul. 1 ab- 

aine 


To the Chriſtian dReaer. 


ſtaine from-wine,abhor drunkenneſſe:for 

ſuch a one ſlandereth not, rehearſeth not 

anot her mans ſins, breedeth no ſedition, 

but imbraceth love & charitie in a ſingle 

Jſachar. heart: as good Father Jachar, who never 

railed,nor was hurtful and ſpiteful} te his 

neighbour, never ate his meate alone, but 

gave part to the poore, never removed 

the bounds and markes of other mens 

ground, but loved all men as his naturall 

children. O that as we reade this, ſo we 

might expreſſe the ſame in life and con- 

verſation. Mercy and Love is a precious 

Jewel, the maintainers whereof being ö 

joyntly conncxed. proſper; once diſſeve- j 

red, come to nought. For the waters (ſaith | | 

Zabulon Zabulon ) waſh away the ſand, when the | 

ſtones and timber are diffolved : whoſe 

mercy and finguiur compaſſion was re- 

warded ſingularly. Sift his teſtament, re- 

ſemble his rare charitie in clothing the 

naked, and feeding the hungry, knowyne & 

unknown,as well ſtrangers as his countri- 

Da. men. Let not the ſpirit of Das poſſeſſe 

Cad. your minde: Suffer not the wrath of G 

to ſettle in your hart: for ſuch work with 

3. ſore inſtruments, bitter ſpeech, treche- 

ry, and violent hands, yeelding fruit — 
5 muc 
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To the Chriſtian Reader. 
much unlike, as you may reade, as you 


may ſee, Wilt thou be taught the readie 


path to that that thou doſt ſceke ? Two 


wayes there be(faith Aſer) Vice the one; MA er. 
the other, Vertve. Neptalims race. Em- Neptalim 


brace the latter, eſchew the former. But 
he that walketh in them both, blindeth 
men, deceiveth himſelfe, and mocketh 
GO D, whoſe double faced dealing (hall 
be double puniſhed, Such are the cove- 
tous, ſuch are they that are mercifull in 
evilneſſe, ſuch are they, ſaith Aſer, the 
faſt from meates, but not from fornicati- 
on. Have therfore a ſimple hart with righ- 


teous eſeph, the bleſſed of the Lord, that 7oſeph. 


right figure of Jeſus Chriſt;for hatred he 
(hewed love: being curſed he bleſſed : 
being ſhot through he did not ſo much as 
bend his bow : albeit his brethren would 
have ſlaine him, albeit they caſt him into 
a Well, though they ſold him as a bond- 
ſlave, and that to ſtrangers, and ſuch as 
hated Shepheards to the death, of whom 
he was whipped and tormented, yet he 
whenthey ſtood in feare, gave them com- 
fort: when they were well-nigh fami- 


ſhed, gave them food: when by his authe- 
rity he might deſtroy, he by his n— | 
- -<——_ | 
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To the Chriftten Reader. | 


did preſerve: being their Lord, ung 
them as his betters : being their brother ' 
accepting them as his children: the ir un- 
kindneſſe not ſpoken of, their conſpira- 
cies forgotten, their cruell dealing moſt 
lovingly,moſt mercifully forgive. You 
have heard his love towards his neigh- 
bour, harken his obedience toward God: 

_ when he was miſerably afflicted, did he 
rage & ſwelẽ when he was made a bond- 
ſlave of a free mans ſonne, did he cry out 

of heaven ? being utterly forſaken, did 

he impatiently accuſe Gods juſtice? no, 

Ex pe ctans expectavit Dominum : And at 

the laſt, the Lord which hid his face did 

| ſhewhis countenance;of a caitife, in re. 
ſpect, making himfrecʒof a freeman, weal- 
thy; of a wealthy ſubject, an honorable 

A perſonage, Lord preſident of Pharao: 
Land. Whom the Egyptians being alive, 
loved: being dead, loved: being rotten, 
loved: whom living, neither wealth nur 
woe could make to ſwel: neither promiſe 
or threats of the Egyptian ſtrumpet could 
make (lide-and thertore being dead, nei - 

ther world, diveil, nor mans policy could 

make forgotten. O that our mortall race 
might thus beginne, chus perſever, _— 
thus 


— — 


— 


P ˙ ¹ Aꝗ An — oe Pay ue — — — — 
* 1 . - 


— 


To the Chriſtian Reader. 


thus, thus O Lord, moſt happily finiſh. 
The ſpirit is willing, but the fleſn is weak 
Learne therefore of Benjamin to inflame Benjamin 
thy hart, that thou maitt be ready both in 
body and ſoule. Let us, ſaith Eccleſiaſt. Bel ia. 
commend ( and ſo, ſay I, let us behold ) rhe 
noble famous men, & the Generation ofour 
fore-elders, For many glorious acts hath 
the Lord done in them, & ſhewed his great 
power ever ſince the beginning, Upon the 
conſiderat ion wherot, and eſpecially ſor 
that Iwould have nothing war ting in this 
book that might ſerve thy contentation, 
I thought it as wel pertinent to deal with 
the righteous Father, as with the godly 
children. For to ſhadow a face only with- 
out a body, hath his deſerved commen- 
dation:but who ſo paintetha leg without 
a body,or a body without a head, it ſhall 
not be amiſſe,as I ſuppoſe, aſwel to tearm 
him a fooliſh painter, as to judge the thing 
undiſcreetly painted. Wherefore, as well 
to ſee the head as the leg, and to heare the 
Father as the children, J have faithfully 
drawne out of Scripture (and not accor- 
ding to my fancy faſhioned) the death & 
teſtament of Jacob, that bleſſed and right 
happy Father, added to this ancient mo- 
nument 
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To the Chriſtian Reader. 
nument of the Children. Therfore, to re- 
compence my pains, read them, but read 
chem diligently, neither read only, but be 
content to follow. For the imitation of 
good and godly men. is the direct way & 
courſe to godlineſſe: So may we account 
of acobs bleſſing: So may we throughly 
challenge to be his children: Children I 
meane not by fleſh, but ſpirit. The Lord 
which made heaven and earth, the Lord 
which gave his Sonne to ſhed his heart 


blood for us, G O D which diſpoſeth all 


things to his pleaſure, preſerve our King, 
increaſe our faith, and make us thankfull 
for his benefits. men. 


Richard Day. 
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The Teſtament of Jacob, made at his death, to 
his twelve Sonnes, the Patriarches, concerning what 
ſhould betide them in the laſt dayes: gathered out of 4 
I Geneſis 48,49. and added unto | 
this booke, | 


Come hearken my Sonnes : two things I give; 
my bleſsing and my ban 
The firft to them that godly live ; \ 
the laſt towicked man. J 
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acc the. Torme of Tſzac, Sou rf 
Ne becca 451 The Te Pure of tho 3, Denz 
24 08. His T. Cache r bring thꝛerſcoꝛe 

pedreg of Ac, was à perlea man and ee 
richteons, Dur! ung in Torts, not give fanny | 


Lo plcafure and hunting, as his eider bꝛe⸗ 


er, cher by pate, not by grace. For I e 
the eder all ſerve the ycungeraith ſhe ved 
* _ d. Diihp⸗ ap = that! acob hay Ig — 
ſerv-3. but C SD had lo appointed. 
— ſchen — y the determi⸗ 
8 o od. and Hoovers diſpoliti⸗ 
uch owere th alithings uhatcocner, 
— gc Hin biuthe rs birth. right. and hs Cen . 
Fathers bictſing. is parenes centdermg 


That che Bipycry dane AH compli Tonmia⸗ 


Aton did appzoch, ard Forty Tearing bis 


2Ezother Elan, a: chat he coruc ed amm. 


der in des heart. © ing ir 2 birth day tr 


thts dchellich purple, Ten nm from Bow 
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A cavear 
for ma iage. 


Trouble & 
paine are 
deſtined to 
the Elect. 


An exam- 
ple for chil- 
ren. | 


A godly 
note for 
ſervants. 


The Teſtament 


ſaba to Meſopotamia to Laban his mo- 
thers brother, there honeſtlp to take a 
wife, and quietly to live. Foz matrimony 
without confent of Parents, and dne con- 
fidcration of either partie contraced, as it 
bꝛerdeth their diſquietaes, ſo it pꝛovoketh 
Gods diſpleaſure. Jacob there foꝛe, af- 
fer long travell, being placed with his 
Uncle Laban, and ſerving him foure- 
tene peares in labour and paine ( albe- 
it he was the Childe of pꝛomiſe, the 
Bleſſed of the Lo2d, 3Bozne of a Free 
woman, and that thich is moze, his 
Uncles bone and fleſh, and Lezd of Ca- 
naan not arguing with himſelie as the 
wo2:ldly Child:en of this earth: ſaying, 
Shal J uhich am a fre and wealthie 
mans ſonne be made a ſervant: Shall J 
be a dꝛudge in my kinſmans houſe, be⸗ 
ing ſent to marrte and not to ſerve?) had 
given him by Laban to Uife fo2 his 
god ſervice (by which S O D bvlellcd 
that little that Laban had befo:e ) his 
two Daughters, Lea firſt, then Rachel, 
with their handmaides, - Bilha, and Zil- 
pha - of whom, accozding to the pꝛomiſe 
made fo him in Bethel, that his ſede 
- .. Gould 


of Jacob. 


ſhould bee multiplped,- hee begat twelve 
ſonnes, twelve govlp Fathers of the 
earth. 


; Ruben. 2Dan. Clfachar. -2 
| 5 imeon. Neptalim. don, © 


evi. Gad. ]-fcph. 0 


Juda, Jer, Benjamin. 


Thus hee being bleſſed of the Lozd, — 1 
as well in Childꝛen as in ſubſtance, re- grimage · 
turned againe fo his native Countrep, 
he and his Childꝛen there to live, and 
there to dye. But behold the divine pꝛo⸗ 
bidence of God: akter thꝛe and thirty 
peares expired, hee was removed from 
Canaan to Goſhen in Egypt, by means gf 
his ſonne ſoſeph, chiefe Steward of Pha- 
raohs land, whom his bꝛethꝛen herctofo:e 
had ſold, Where when he had lived ſeben= 
teene yeares.and ſerne his kamily increa- 
lederceedingly, to his great jap and com⸗ 
fot no doubt, eſpectaily ail the other 
Countrepes about being plagued with 
a great famine, and hee by Gods mer- _ ___ 
F cy not greatly feeling the ſame, percei⸗ — bh 
1 bing alſo his troubleſome pilgrimage 


* * to an end, called his Sonne 
15 Joſeph 


The Teſtament 
Joſeph unto him and ſaid, If T have found 
grace in thy ſight, oh, put thy hand under 
my thigh ( foz in this oꝛder they toke an 
oath in Jacobs time)dcale mercitully with 
me and truly, bury mee not in Egypt, but 
let me ſleep with my Fathers: Where no- 
king his ſure faith in the pꝛomiſe of God 
made to his Fathers. willed him to loke 
foz Canaan, his hoped inherttance, and not 
to truſt in Pharaohs land. To ſchich his re⸗ 
queſt, when ſoſeph his loving ſonne obe⸗ 
dientip did condefcend ; Jacob taking a 
little moze ſtrength unto him, and ſttting 
parents Ht, deſirous alſo to ſhew fozth the great 
due bee! goodnelle of the Loꝛd in pꝛeſerving him 
dren Cods à nd his, ſapd : God Almighty appeared 
bleſſings . unto me at Luæ, in the Land of Canaax, 
i and bleſſed mee: faying, Behold, Iwill 
| make thee fruirfull,& cauſe thee to mul- 
tiply, & wil make a great number of peo- 
; ple of thee,and will give this Land unto 
„ thy ſeed for an everlaſtingpoſſeſſion. Thy 
ſonnes Manaſſes and Ephraim, I take as 
mine owne, their owne brethren ſhall be 
Thar is,fz'l calledaftertheir name. As! camefrom 
— i Meſo potamia, Rachel dyed in the Land of 
Canaan, and vas buried by the way to 
Ephrata, the ſane is Bethlehem, 
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Then 


en 


of Jacob. : 
Then Jacob, albett ſomewhat dimme 
foꝛ age, beholding Jolephs two ſonnes, 
ſald: What are thete 2 To thom ſoſeph 
anſwered: They are my ſonnes which 
God hath given me. O bring them to ine, 
ſaid Jacob, and let me bleſſe them. I had 
not thought to have ſeen thy face Joſeph, 


yet lo, God hath ſhevred me thy ſecd. 


God, in whoſe ſight my fathers Abra 
ham and Iſaac did walke: God which 
hath fedde mee all my lifelong unto this 


day, and the Angell which hath delive- Wil. 


red me from all evill, bleſſe theſe laddes, 

and let my name be named on them, and 

the name of my Fathers, Abraham and 4 

ſaac,and that they may grow into a mul- 

titude in the midſt of the earth. | 
Then as Joſe ph lifted his Fathers Come a3 

band from Ephraim to Manaſles the:gl- e his 


child, not 


der, Jacob ſaid? Let it be, l know vwcll my that they 


' fonne, hee ſhall alfo bee a great people, 10m! Pray 


» unto him 


but his younger brother (hail be greater: being dead, 


' in thee let Iſrael bleſſe and ſay, God make Hdd 


8 WD. 2 . 
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orherd. 


thec as Ephraim & Manaſſes.Afterthis he Gd hah 
kainting laid: Beholdyoſeph, I die, Sodſhal chem be 


whom he 

be with you, & bring you again to the lad vi. 
ak hy, a By faith ſa- 
of your lathers. Moreover, vive unto ibee co, divider 
a partid of land above thy bret hiẽ, which tb: "aro 
VT. (V+ 


B 2 I Con- ded ter ; 
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The Teſtament 


conquered by ſword and bow of the A- 
morites. And come you hither alſo, O my 
children, that I may tell you what ſhall 
come on you inthe laſt dayes: Gather ye 
together, and heare ye ſonnes of Jacob, 
hearken unto Iſrael your Father, 
Begotten in Ruben, My firit borne; my might. my 
au youth. ſtrength, excellent in dignity and power, 
unconſtant as water, thou ſhalt not ex- 
cel, becauſe thou didſt defile my couch. 
Levi had no Simeon and Levi, Brethren in evill, who 
Tribe, dr St. jn your wrath flew a man, & in your ſelt- 
under Jada. will digged down a wall: Curſed be your 
Jud eap. . * vrath, fer it was ſhameleſs, & your fierce- 
neſſe, for it was cruel. Iwill divide you in 
Jacob, and ſcatter you in Jrael. 
Bleſſings ok Jada, thy hand (hall bee on the necke 
—_—— of thine enemies. Thy Brethren ſhall 
ſtoope unto thee : as a Lyons whelpe 
ſhalt thou come up from the ſpoile: thou 
ſhalt couch as a Lyon, and as a Lyoneſſe. 
A noble W ho ſhall ſtirre thee up? 2. The Scepter 
prince, ſhall not depart from thee, nor a law-gi- 
cit. ver from between thy feet, untill Shiloh 
come : all Nations ſhall ſeeke after him. 
. A fertile 3. Thou ſhalt binde thy Aſſe Fole to the 
Land. Vine, and the Aſſes Colt to the beſt 
Vine; thou ſhalt waſh thy garment in 
1 wine, 1 
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of Jacob. 


wine, and thy cloake in the bloud of 
grapes:thy eyes ſhall be red with Wine, 
and thy teeth white wich Milke. 

Zabulon, thou ſhalt dwell by the ſea 
fide,and thou ſhalt be an Haven for ſhips: 
thy border ſhall be unto Zidon. 

Jacahr, thou (halt bee a ſtrong Aſſe, 
couching downe between two burdens: 
and thou ſhalt ſee that reſt is good, and 
that the land is pleaſant, & (halt bow thy 
thoulder to bear, and ſhalt be ſubject un- 
to tribute. 

Dan, thou ſhalt judge the people, as 
one of the Tribes of Iſrael. Dan, thou (halt 
be a ſerpent by the way, an Adder by the 
path, biting the horſe heele, ſo that his ri- 
des (hall fall backward, Shen Jacob foꝛe⸗ 
ſceing in his minde the great calamity that 


ſhould betide his poſferity,comfozting him- 


ſclfe, and reſting in Gods pꝛomiſe, cryed 
ont with heart and mind: O Lord, I have 
waited for thy ſalvation. 

Cad, an hoaſt of men (hall overcome 
thee, but thou ſhalt overcome at the laſt. 
And what ſhall | ſay to Aſer? his bread 

ſhall be fat, and he ſhal have pleaſures for 
Ng... DE 
Z Neptalimr is a Hind ſent for a preſent, 
1 B 3 giving 


Judg. 13. 13, 
15,16. 


Joſua 1. 21. 


Numb. 33. 
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giving goodly wordes. n Fl 
The bicifing Joſephis a flouriſhing Bough by a Well 
of Juerh - ſide, the ſmall boughs ſhall run upon the 
tamly. Wall. The Archers (hot againſt him, and 
hated him: but his bow was made ſtrong, 
and his Arms ſtrengthened by the hands 
of the almighty God of Jacob. Out of him 
(hal come an Heardinan, a ſtone in Jrael. 
an ching All theſe things {hall come from my Fa- 
c ne of Cod. thers, God which hath helped thee, and 
bleſſed thee with bleſſings of the Heaven, 
with bleſſings ot the deepe beneath, with 
bleſſings of the breaſts and wombe. The 5 
ble ings of( mec) thy Fat her, that I give 
thee, are ſtronger than the bleſſings that I 
kad of mine elders. Untill the end of the 
hils of the world, they (hall bee on thy 
head. 

Benjamin ſhal ravine as a Wolfe, in the 
morning hee ſhall devoure the prey, and 
at night devide the ſpoil. And new when 
I ſhall be gathered tomy people, bury me 

Non farts with my father in the cave that is in the 
—_—_ Field of Ephron the Hethite, in the cave 
bur for me- that is in the field of Machpelath hich 
Gods pro- is before Mamre, in the land of Cauaan, 
5 which Abraham bought, with the Field 

; of E _ the Hethire, for a poſſeſſion to 
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of Jacob. 
bury in. where as were buried Abraham 
and Sara his wife, and Iſaac with Rebec- 


ca, and there I buryed Lea. The field and 
the cave that is therein, was bought of 


the children of Heth. 

When Jacob had made an end of com⸗ 
manding all that hee would unto his ſons, 
having lived ane hundzed foꝛty and ſeven 
ycares, hi plucked up his feete into the 
bed, and quickly dyed. Then Joſcph fal- Atoken of « 
ling upon his Fathers face, and kifling Gence. 
him with teares, cauſed him to be embals 
med by Phyſittans, to the ſpace of fozty - 
dapes, and mourned foz him thꝛeeſcoꝛe 
and tenne dapes. Who departing from 
Egypt into Canaan, with noble men of* 
the Land in Chartots and hoꝛſemen, bu⸗ 
ried him in the place which Jacob had aps 
pointed. ; 
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The Teſtament of Ruben, made to his 
Children at his death, concerning the 


things that he had in his minde, by the 
ſuggeſtion of the ſpirit of fore- 
knowledge. 


k 
HS 
027, 
47/6 1. fl ® _ x 
i 


Behold the pot, the Beare, the bed, 
doe note the ſtrength, the luſt 

Of Ruben, and unconſtant head, 
who therefore was accurſt. 


The Teſtament 
of Ruben. 


he 3 - hisis the Copy of Rubens Te⸗ 
| | ffament,concerning all the things 
which he gave in charge fo his 
- childꝛen befo:c hee dped, inthe 0 
r 2 5. peare of his life. Two peares after 
the deceaſe of Joſe ph, his childꝛen and chil⸗ 
dꝛens childzen came to vifite him in his 
ſickneſle, and he ſaid unto them: 
Pp childꝛen, J die, x goe the way of my 
Fathers. And ſeing there his Bꝛethꝛen, 
Juda, Gad, and Aſer, he ſaid unto them: 
> Lift me up my Bꝛethzen, that J map tell 
bpou and mp Childꝛen the things that J 
have hidden in my heart, foꝛ J am hence⸗ 
E | fo:th drawing fo mp.long home. Then Parton 
T; * fCandingup.he killed them, and weeping, *'* 4s 
of » ſaid; Yearken my bꝛethꝛen, and you mp 
childꝛen, give eare to the wozds of pour fa- 
ther Kuben, marke what J give in charge 
to pau. Behold, J command pou this dap 


5 befoze the God of Heaven, that you Walke 
not in the ignoꝛance of vouthlulneſle and 


foznication, whereinJ oberſhot my ſelfe, 

and de filed the bed of my Father Jacob. Forde, 
- Fo? J affure pou that the Loꝛd did there⸗ as. 

02 ſtrike mer with a ſoze plague - mY | 
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The Teſtament 


tance fave Gd, flanks the ſpace of 7. moneths. 44 
wrath. © had periſhed ik my Father » Jacob 
RE oa licher had not pꝛaped to the Lo2d fozmee, 
end for his childien, becfuſe He was minded to have ſlain 
ot what beneßt. >. J was thirty peares old then 
J did this evill in the ſight dk the 
Lozd, and ſeven moneths was A 
In Repentante the lick to the death, and with a free 
* ber rad heart did J ſe ven peare penance be⸗ 
ation Foe the Lozd. J d2anke no wine 
no: ſtrong dꝛink: no fleſh came within my 

mouth, J taſked not any fine bead 2 but 
J monrned fo: my ſinns, fo2 it was great, 
and there ſhall none ſuch ber done in Iſra- 
el. And now, mp ſonnes, heare me, that 
I map ſhew pon what J ſaw concerning 
' theſeven ſpirits of errour, in my repen⸗ 
The cighr  Fance. Belial giveth ſeven ſpirits againſt a 
wherby man man, which are the wel⸗ ſpꝛings of pouth⸗ 
che aeg or full wozkes: and ſeven ſpirits are given 
them. man in his creation, whereby all his 
iLife. Wozkes are done. The firſt is the ſpirit of 
like, where with is created his being. The 
2 Seeing. ſecond is the ſpirit of ſceing, wherewith 
Heating. commeth laſting. The third the ſpirit of 
hearing, wherewith commeth learning. 
+ 5s Thefourth is the ſpirit of ſmelling, where⸗ 

with commeth delight, by dzawing in | 

te 
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of Ruben. 


the aire, and by bꝛeathing of it out againe. 
The fllt is the ſpirit of ſpecch, vherewith 5 Spzech, | 
knowledge is made. The ſixt is the ſpi- 5 cating; 
rit of Taſfing, whereofcommeth the fer⸗ 
ding upon thipgs that are to b& caten and 
dꝛunke, and thzongh them is ingendered 
ſtrength, becauſe the ſubſtance of ffrength 
is in meate. The (cventh is the ſpirit of, seed nd 
ſerde and generation, wherewith entreth ob fro. 
in the luſt of pleaſure. N 

Fo? this cauſe it is the laſt of creation, 
and the firſt of ponth, becauſe it is fuli of 
Ignoꝛance, and Janozancc leadeth the 
pounger ſoꝛt, as a blind body, into the ditch, | 
and as an Ore to the ſtall. Among all theſe s 51-ep,ana 
ts the eighth ſpirit, which is of flepe, with ole. ro- 
whom is created the waſting awap of DER 
Nature, and the image of Death, With rig ries 
theſe ſpirits are mingled the ſpirits of —— — 
errour. UWhereof the ſtrſt is the ſpirit of le⸗ pertie 
<ery, which lyeth within the nature and echery. 
ſenſes of man. The ſccond lpirit of unſatt- » Gun 
ableneſſe, lyeth in the belly. Che third ſpi⸗ 3 laue. 
rit of ſtrife, lyeth in the liver and in choler. | 
The fourth ſpirit is of bꝛaverp and gal- 
lantneſſe, that the party may ſ&@me come⸗ 
ly by exceſe, The fifth is the ſpirit of 5 vide, ot 
P:ide, which moveth a man to _ ak pg 

| - SR 


The Teſtament 
ber great things, oꝛ to think well of bim- 
oo; lelſe. The ixt ts the ſpirit of lying oꝛ vaine 
confiſteth- gloꝛtouſneſſe, in boaſting a mans ſelfe, 
and in deſire to file his talke concerning 
dung his owne kindꝛed and acquaintance. The 
ſeventh is the ſpirit of unrighteonſneſſe, 

ich firreth up the aff: ions that a man 

thonlo perfozme the luſtfull pleaſures of 

bis heart. Fo2 unrighteouſnefſe wozketh 

with all the other ſpirits, bp taking guile 

unto him. Unto all theſe ſpirits is mat⸗ 


l i- ched the eighth ſpirit, which is the ſpirit of 


BOCAance. 


fleepe oꝛ ſluggichneſſe, in errour and ima⸗ 
ginat ion, and ſo the ſoules of poung folks 


| & vicommo- periſh, becauſe their mindes are darke⸗ 


| ditjes of ig- 


> ance. ned and hidden from the truth, and under⸗ 
1 ſtand nat the law of the Loꝛd, neither obey 
the doctrine of their Fathers, as befell to 
me in mp vouth. Wut now, mp chlldꝛen, 


"| Ringlenders love the truth, and that ſhall pzeſerve you. 


don. Yearken to pour Father Ruben, and let 
1 Agedy not pour eyes 1 runne gazing after Mo⸗ 


Cloe cg. men, neither bee ye 2 alone with a Mo⸗ 


pan with 


omen man that is married, neither doe pe ſeeke 
| 3.Bu6cque- about 3 what Women are doing. Foz 
ens ik Ahad not feene Bilha bathing her ſelſe 
in a ſecret place, J had not fallen into 

that great wickedne lle. But my mind = 

—. 
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of Ruben. 


i ſo upon the naked Woman, that if ſufke⸗ 


red mee not to flœpe till J had committed 
abhomination. Fo2 while my Father Ja- 

cob was awap at his Father Ilaacs, 

and J in Gader, hard by Epbrara, a houſe 

of Bethleem, Bilha fell 4 dinnken, and as = urkene 
ſhc lay aflepe uncovereo in ber chamber, 

J went in fo, and ſeeing her nakednefle, 

wꝛought wicke dne \s with her: and leaving 

her aſlcepe, went mp way. Wp and by an — © 
Angell of God bew2zaped mp wicke dne ſſe 4 ne. hut it 
to mp Father Jacod, who comming bome, *. le open 
mourned fo: m&, and touched not Bilha 


any moze. Therefoze looke not upon the cls e. 


beautp of women, neither muſe you up⸗ 
on their doings, but walke ve with a ſin⸗ 
gle heart in the feare ofthe Loꝛd G O D, 
buſping pour ſelves about ſome wozke, 
and keeping pour ſelves occupſed either ben. 
in learning oꝛ about pour flockes, untill Rom tor- 
ſuch time as God give pou ſuch Mives ne 
as he liftcth, leſt pou doe ſuffer as J have 
done. J durſt not loke my Father in the 
face to his dying dap, noz ſpeake to any 
of my b:ethzen loꝛ ſhame. Py conſcience a guy 
biteth me even pet ffill fo: my ſinne. But con — 

my Father comfozted me, and pꝛaped fo? banden. 
me unto the Lozd, that his wzath might 

paſſe 


Ihe frut of 

fornica:ion. 

1 Deikru&i- 

on of the 

ſoule. 

2 Idolat rv. 

3 Shortneſſe 
bol lite. 

4 Ignomint- 


0 ous ſhame. 


N. 
6 SF 


Joſephs 
t haſtitie re- 
wardcd. 


The Teſtament | 
palle away from mee, as the Loꝛd him⸗ 
ſelfe ſhewed unto mee. Therefoꝛe from 
that time foꝛth. J was kept kram ſinning 


any moꝛe. And pou, mp childzen, likewiſe - 


kepe pee that J ſhall tell vou, and pou 
ſhall not ſinne. Fs2 Foznication is the 
deffruction of the Soule , ſeparating it 
from God, and making it to dzaw unto 
Idols, becauſe it leadeth the minde and 
underſtanding into errour, and bꝛingeth 
men to their grave befoze their time. Io: 


ſchoꝛedome hath undone manp men. And 


although a man bee ancient o2 noble, pct 


doth tt hame him, and make him a laugh⸗ 


ing ſtock, both befoze Belial, and the ſons 
of men. But] ſc ph becanſe he kept him⸗ 
ſelfe from all Women, and cleanſed his 
thoughts from all £ oꝛnicatton, found fa- 
bour both befoꝛe the Loꝛd and men. The 
Egyptian Woman did much to him by 


uling the helpe of witches, and by offering 


him ſlabber-ſances:but the purpoſe of his 
minde admitted no nopſome deſire, Foz 
this cauſe, the God of our fathers delive⸗ 


red him from all death, both ſene and un⸗ 
ſen, Foz iffoznication over-rule not potir 


minte , neither ſhall Belial pzevaile a- 
ag vou. Women are hurtſull things, 
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of Ruben. 
| mp fonne?, becauſe that when they wan! 8 
power and ſtrength againſt a man, they wma. 
- wozke guilefully to dzawhim to them by 
F traines:and whom they cannot overmatch 
in ſtrength, him they overcome bp deceit. 
Fox the Angel of the Loꝛd which taught 
me, tolo mee of them, that they be over⸗ 
maſtered by the ſpirit of foꝛnicatton moꝛe 
than men be, and that they bee ever pꝛaat⸗ 
ſing in their hearts againſt men, firſt ma⸗ 
king their mindes to erre by decking ol 
themſlelves, then ſhedding their poyſo i in⸗ 
to them bp ſight, and finally catching 
them paiſencrs by their doings: foꝛ a wo⸗ 
man is not able to enfoꝛce a man. There⸗ 
fo:e my ſons flye foꝛnication, charge pour 1 
Wives and daughters that they trim not gi ire 
their heads, and will them fo chaſten their 22 
lokes: foʒ cbery woman that dealeth dee 
ceitkullp in theſe things, is reſerved to the 
; puniſhizzent of the World te come. Foꝛ by 4: le 
| ſuch meanes were the watchers deceived . 
beloꝛe the flaud : as ſon as they ſaw them, Gs. 
et fell in love one with another, and con⸗ 
teived a wozking in their mindes, and 
turnen themſelves inta the ſhape of men, 
| our peareduntothemin their companys 
With their husbands: and the 9 
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— * he. ing the Law ol the Loꝛd, and deale I. 


Tae Teſtament 


bp corceibing the deſtre ol them in the i⸗ 
magination af their minde, bzonght fozth 
reaches Spants. Foz the Watchers appeared 
company bo them of height unto heaven. Therefoze, 
compre kcpe pour (ſelves from foꝛnication: and il 
pX intend to have a cleanc minde, keepe 

pcur ſelves from ail Women, and fozbid 

them likewiſe the company of men, that 

they map have alſo cleane minves. Fo: 
although continnall companyings dce not 

alwapes wozke wickedneſle , pet bzcede 

thep incurable ſtings to them, and to ns 
everlaſting ſhame befo2e Belial, becauſe 

that koꝛnicat ion hath neither underſtan⸗ 

Envieac- ding of godlinelle in it and all envioul⸗ 
fornication, Reſle dwelleth in the deſire thereof; and fo: 
ſhane tol- that cauſe (all pattenvie the Childzen of 
Geng. l. vi, and ſ hc to bee cralted above them, 
but pe ſhall not be able to compaſle it: fo; 

God will avenge them and ycu ſhall dica 
dangerous death: foꝛ unto L ev: and Juda, 
bath the Lo2d giben the ſoveraignty, and f 
unto me, and Dan and Joſeph, hath hee 
er to be Pꝛinces with them. et 
| 


fo:e I charge pou, heare Levi: foz he (hall 


Chriſt. judgement, and offer ſacrifices. foz all 1ſ- 
rach, till the fall time of Chꝛiſt, the br 
ztelf 


of Ruben. 

pꝛieſt, becanſe the Lo2d hath ſpoken it. J bat | 
charge yon by the God of heaven, that neiehbours. 
every of pou doe deale faithfully with his Ge... 
neighbour, and ſfick unto Levi in humble⸗ 

nelle of heart, that pe map receive ble ſſing 

at his mouth: foz hx ſhall bleſſe Iſrael and 

Juda. God hath choſen juda to be the Ring 


_ of all people, wherefo:e woꝛſhip pou his 


ſede,fo; he ſhall die foz pon in battels bath 
viſible and inviſtble, and ſhall reigne over 


pou wo:ld without end. 


Ruben having given his Childꝛen the 
fozeſaid charge, and bleſſed them, dyed: a 
Then they put him in a Coffin, x carrying 
him out of Egypt, buried him at Hebron, 


— x donble Cave where his Fathers 
lepf. 
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The Teſtament 


of Symeon. 


HE Copp of Symeons wozds, 
| which hee ſpake unto his ſonnes 
at his death, in the hundꝛed and 
twentieth peare of his life, in 


the which Joſeph dyed. Foz they came to 


viſite him upon his death-bed, and her lit⸗ 


ting up, killed them, ſaping: 

Hearken, my Childzen,heare mee pour 
father Symeon, whatſoever J have in my 
beart. J am my father Jacobs ſecond ſon, 
and mp mother Lea named mee Symeon, 


becauſe the K 02d heard her pꝛayer. J be⸗ 


came very mighty, J went thꝛongb with 
mp doings, and was not affcaide of any 
thing. Foz my heart was ſtout, my minde 
unmoveable, and my ſtomacke undiſcou- 


Cen 29. 


rageable:fc2 hardines is given of the high ⸗ 


Hardineſſe 
ot whom 


ell, into mens ſoules and bodies. In thoſe 


dapes J envied Joſeph, becauſe my father 


TC 
blinded my minde that J could not take 
- ; hedeto ſpare my Father Jacob. But his 
God, e the Godof his fathers, ſending hi 
. 4 Angell, did rid him ont of my hands. Foꝛ 


4 while A went into Sichem to carry Tarre 
3 C 2 


loved him: J hardened mp heart againff 
; hingto kill him, becauſe the Pzince of er⸗ 


ſending fo2th the ſpirit of cnvie, ſo 


it is. 


Gen. 
8 Man 


3 
put po- 


ſeth, G0 
diſpoleth. 


fo; 
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The Teſtament 

foz our flockes, and Ruben into Dotain? 

where all our neceſtaries were lapd up in 

ſfoze : our bꝛother Juda ſold him unto the 

Iſmaelites : and therefo:e chen my bꝛother 

was come againe, he was ſoꝛry, foz he in- 

tended to have conveyed him ſafe againe 

to our Father. But J was angry with ſu- 

da, feꝛ letting him goe alive, and bare him 

grudge five moneths alter: howbeit God 

leffed mee, and reſtrained the wozking ol 

my hands; fo2 mp right hand was halle 

withered up fo2 ſeven dafes together, Then 

did J perceive(my ſonnes) that that bes 

fell nic fo: Joſphs fake: wherenpon Jre- 

pointed ſwaec after, and beſonght the Lo2d 

to reſtoꝛe my hand, and J would abſtaine 

from all raucoꝛ, envie, and follp. Fo2 J 

knew J had conceived a wicked thought 

aͤgainſt the Loꝛd, and againſt my father 

Jacob, foꝛ mp bzather ]oſcphs ſake whom 
'Nenvied. | 

1 Neo therefoꝛe my childꝛen, kep pour 

: Hindeth lelbes from the ſpirits oferrour and envie. 

38 Fo2envie over-ruleth the; minde ofeve- 

fultenance. Ty man, (offering b him not to eate oz 

L dꝛinke in reſt, oꝛ to do any god thing: and 

3Pineth at is alwapes egging him to © flap the party 

pn. whom her envyeth,and a pining W | 
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of Symeon. 


bis p:oſperity. Two peares together 3 
puniched my ſoule with faſting, in the fear 
ok the Loꝛd. Foz I knew that the way to 
deliver me from envie, was the feare ol 
[ the Lozd. Ika man flye unto the Lozd,the . ere 
wicked Spirit flpeth from htm, fo as bis 
mind becommeth meeke, and of ſpicefall 


he becommeth pitifall, bearing no grudge 


towards ſuch as love him, and ſo his envie 
ceaſeth. And becauſe my Father ſaw me 

lad, he aſked me the canſe of it. To hom 

I lyed, ſaping: I have a paine in mp ſto⸗ 

mack: fo: J was ſoꝛrieſt of all my Bꝛo⸗ 

thers, foꝛ that J had bene the cauſe of Jo- 

ſephs ſelling into Egypt. And when J 

came into Egypt, and was put in ward by 

hun as a ſpie: then percetved J, that J 5.42: 

was juſtly puniſhed, and J was not ſoꝛry 

loꝛ it. But Joſeph being a god man, and Joc: ph mer- 

having Gods ſpirit in him, and being full cin be 

of pitp and mercy, minded not to doe mee Cen. 50. 

any harme, but loved mee as well as the 

reſidue of mp bzeth:en. Therefoze mp chil⸗ 

dꝛen, kepe pour ſelves from all ſpite and 

envie, and walke tn'ſingleneſfe of minde, 

and god conſctence, after the example of 

pour fathers bꝛother, that God map give 

| you grace,glozp, and bleſſedneſſe , upon 

'$ C 3 pour 
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Aſuretoken 
of good. 


Propertits 
of Envie. 

x Corrup ti- 
on of liſe. 


2 Diſtempe- 


rature of 


Gen.3g- 


A token ofs 


quiet mind. 


The Teſtament 


vour heads as pou ſ in him. Ol all the 
dayes of his life, hee did never caſt us in 
the t&eth with it, but loved ns as his owne 
ſoule, and moꝛe than his owne Childꝛen, 
honouring us, and giving us riches, cats 
tell, and cone abundantly. Pon (here⸗ 


foze, my childzen,love pe one another with 


a good heart, and put from yon the ſpirit 
of Envie : fo} it maketh a mans ſoule 
to grow ſavage, marrethhis body, b:ee- 
deth wꝛath and war in his thoughts, ſets 
tech his bloud on fire , d2ztibeth him out of 
his wits, and ſaffereth not reaſon to beare 
any (wap oz rule. Mozeover, it taketh a⸗ 
wap his ſleepe, diſquieteth his minde, and 
make his body to tremble. Foz even in 
flep ſome ſpice of imagtned malice gnaw- 
eth him, cumb2ing his ſoule with Spi⸗ 
rits of miſchtefe, making his body ghaſt⸗ 
Ip, and his mind affrighted with trouble, 
and appearing unto men, as it were with 
a pernicious Spirit, and powzing out of 
popſon. Therefoze was Joſcph faire of 
face, beantifall and comely to behold, be- 
cauſe no wicked thing dwelt in him, foz 
he had a countenance clere from combe⸗ 
rance of mind. And now,my childꝛen, let 
pour hearts be merke be foꝛe the — 
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of Symeon. 


walke right befoze man: ſo ſhall p finte 
favour both with God 4 man: and beware 
that pe fall not to vhozedome. Foz whoꝛe⸗ Ffcas of 
dome is the mother of all naughtineſſe, ſe⸗ Sr, 
parating a man from God, x ſending him 
to Belial. Fo2 J have ſcene in Enochs 
wꝛitings, that you and pour childꝛen (hall 
be coꝛrupted with vhozedome, and doe Le- 
vi wꝛong by the (wozd. But they (hall not 

p:evaile againſt Levi, becauſe b fhail 
fiabt the Lozds battels, and take ai; your 
Tents, and very few ſhall bee divided in 
Levi and Jada, fo hee ſhall be pour Cap⸗ 
taine, as my Father Jacob pꝛophecied in 
* bisbleſſings, Behold, J tell pon all theſe Parents tea 
things afozehand, that J may bee cleare $7570 
from the fin of pour ſoules. Now if you dren,arc 
put from you all envionſneſte and all ſtiſte⸗ Sone 
neckedneſſe, all my bones ſhall flouriſh as — 
- JRoſe in Iſrael, and my fleſh as aLilly in *. 
Jacob, and mp ſavoz Gall be as the ſent of 
Libanus, my holp ones ſhall be multipli⸗ 
_ edas the Cedars foz ever, & their boughes 
ſhall ſpꝛead out in length fo: ebermoꝛe. 
Then (hall the ſcede of Canaan pericb to- ** 
gether with all the renmant of Amaleck. 
All the Capadocians fhall perth, and all 
the Scthians Gall likewiſe be W 

en 


Job:. 1. N 


The Teſtament 


Zhen ſhallthe land of Cham faile, and all 
che people goe to wꝛecke. Then ſhall the 


Earth reſt from trouble, and all men un⸗ 


der Heaven from warre. Then ſhall Sem 
be glozificd, when the great Loꝛd God of 


Iſrael appesreth upon earth, as a man, 


to ſave Adam in him. Then ſhall the ſpt- 
rits of errour bet trodden under fote, and 


men ſhall reign over hurtfull flends : then 


{hall J ariſe againe in joy, and bleſle the 
Migheſt in his wonderfull wo:ks:foz God 
taking a body upon him, and eating with 


Fu fruit of men, ſhal ſave men. Andnow,mp childzen, 
»bedience. gbep Levi, and pou ſhall be delivered by 


Gen-49. 


A note of 
Parents- 


' 


Juda : and adbance not pour ſelbes above 
theſe two tribes, fo: of them two ſhall the 
ſavinghealth of God ſpꝛing unto us. Foz 
the Loꝛd ſhall ſet up, of Levi the Pꝛince 
of Pꝛieſts, and of Juda the King of Kings, 
God & man. So ſhall he ſave all the Gen- 
tiles, & the off-ſpzing of Iſracl. Foz theſe 
things ſake J charge pon to command 
pour childꝛen, to keep theſe things thꝛongh⸗ 
out all their generations. 

And Symeon making an end of theſe 
bis ſayings and commandements to his 
childꝛen, flept with his fathers, when as 
be was ofthe age of an hundꝛed and twenty 


peares, 


| * 

1 

* 
[ 
| 


of Symeon. 
peares. And then they lapd him in & coffin 


of wad that rotteth not, that they might 


carrp his bones again into Hebrov, 4 they 
conveyed him pꝛivily in the werre of the 
Egyptians, Fez the Egyptians Kept the 
bones of Joſeph, in che Kings treaſurte. 
Foz their inchanters told them that when⸗ 
ſoe ber Joſephs bones were carrped awap, 


there ſhould bee ſuch a plague of miſt and 


darkeneſſe among the Egyptians, as one 
b:other ſhould not know another, no not 
eben by toꝛch⸗ light: and Sy meons childzen 
bewailed their Father accoꝛding to the 
law of mourning, and continued in Egypt 
till the day ol their departing thence r un⸗ 
der the hand of Moſes. 


The 


J ae Teſtament of Levi, made to 


his Children at hi death, conctr- 


Prieſthood. 
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Word 


Dame Venus, Wolfe and Sword? 


e Preachers of Gods 


J 
For what elſe ſheweth Sun and Moon, 


Fly ſinns, be juſt, rage not, give light, 


b 


The Teſtament 7 


of Levi. . 


E Copy of Levies wozdes, 

| namely , which her ſpake to his 

Childzen , concerning all the 

things which they ſhonld doe, 

and which ſhould happen unto them, un⸗ 

till the day of judgement. Yee was in 

health when he called them unto him, foz 

hie knew beſoꝛe when her ſhould die. So 

when they were come together, he ſaid un⸗ 
to them: | 

I Levi was bꝛed and bozn in Charram, 


AF - 


Levi his 


and afterward came with my father info birth an« 


Sichem. J was at that time but poung, a⸗ 
bout 20. pres old when J helped my bꝛo⸗ 
ther Symeon to rebenge our ſiſter Dina 
again Hemor. Now as loe were feeding 


ol our flockes in Abelmeul, the ſpirit of 


the underſtanding of the Loꝛd came upon 
me, and J ſaw all men undermining their 
own wapes,and how unrighteonſneſſe had 
builded her ſelfe a foꝛtreſſe, and wickednelle 
ſateupon the tower therof. And J was ſoꝛ⸗ 
rp fo; mankind, beſought the Koꝛd to ſave 
them. Then fell there a ſleep upon me, and 
A ſawa verp high mountaine: It was the 
mountaine of Aſpis, in Abelmeul. And 


behold the heavens opened, and the An- 
ge 


countrey. 


Gen. 34 


Love of a 
trus Paltour 


The v 1{3.-« 


of Levi. 


cb. © gellofGodſaid unto me: Levi, come hi⸗ 


The Teſtament 


ther: and went from the firſf heaven to 
te ſecond, and there ſaw te water han⸗ 
ging betweene the one and the other. And 
I ſaw the third heaven, much bꝛighter than 
them both: foꝛ the height thereof was in⸗ 
finite. And J laid to the Angel, what mea⸗ 
neth this - And the Angel anſwered mee, 
Marvellnot at theſe things, fo: thou ſhalt 


_ fe foure heavens pet bꝛighter, and without 


compariſon when thou comeſt up to them. 
Foꝛ thou ſhalt ſtand by the Lozd , and bee 
his Mintſter, and utter his ſecrets unto 
men, and pꝛeach of the Deliverer of 1ſracl 
which is to come: by ther and by Juda the 
X.02d will appear to men to ſave all man- 
kind in them. Thy lifc Gait depend upon 
the Loꝛd by kim ſhalt thou have thy fields, 
binepards, fruits, gold, and ſilber. There- 
loꝛe hearken as touching the ſe ben hea- 
vens. The loweſt is moſt low2ing, be⸗ 
cauſe it ts nereſt to all the unrightsonlnes 
of men. The lecond hath fire, {1ow, and 
ice, pꝛepared by the Loꝛds apppointment 
againſt the day of Gods rightfall judge⸗ 
ment. In it are all the ſpirits of vengeance 


, fo2 the puniching of the wicked. In the 


> third are the powers of hoſts oꝛdained a- 


gatnt 


e 


re 


of Levi. 
gainlt the day of judgement to take den⸗ 
geance upon the ſpirits of errour and Be- 
ſial. In the fourth above theſe, are the 4 
Saints: foꝛ in the higher places dwelleth 
great gloy in the holp of ali holies above 
all halineſſe. Jt: the next unto this are the 5 
Angels that doe ſer vice in Gods pꝛeſence, 
and ſcke his favour in all the ignoꝛances 
of th? righteous. Thep offer to the Lo2d 
the ſweet ſavour of a reaſonable ſervice, a 
ſacrifice without bloud. In the other that 5 
is under this, are the Angels that bzing 
anſwers from the Angels in Gods pꝛe⸗ 
ſence. In that which is above it, are the 7 
thꝛones and poteſtates, wherein is conti⸗ 
nuall offering up of Hymnes unto God, 
Zherfoze whenſoe ver the Ko2d loketh np⸗ 
on us, all of us are moved; pea, and even 
heaven, earth, and the bottomleſſe depe 
are mobed at the ſight of his greatneſſe: 
but the childꝛen ol men being witle ſle, ſhal 
ſinne and pꝛovoke the higheſt unto wꝛath. 
No therefoze underſtand that the Loꝛd 
will execute ſadgement upon the childꝛen 
of men. Becauſe that men wil fill con⸗ 
tinue in unbelieke and unrighteduſneſſe, 
even when the ſtone ſhall cleave aſander, 
the Sum be darkened, the waters dꝛyed 


up, 


The Teſtament 


up, the fire quake, and all creatures ben 
troubled at the fatnting of the inviſible | 
Spirit, and the ſpopling of hell in the paſſt- | 
on of the higheſt : theretoze ſhall they bee | 
condemned to puniſhment. The higheſt | 
then hath heard thy pzaper,to ſeparate the | 
from umighteoulneſle, and to make thee | 
A Miniſter his ſonne and ſervant, and a miniſter in 
mhacl'© his pꝛeſence, a lanterne of knowledge to | 
of himfelfe lighten ſacob thꝛoughly, and to bee as a 
not righte- dap⸗ ſunne among the childꝛen of Iſrael, 
ng, : and unto thee and thy ſed (hall the power 
Prieſthood . Of bleſſing bee given till God viſit all Pa- | 
prophecies tions in the bowels of the mercy of his 
pa ion pro. Sonne fo2 ever. Nevertheleſle,thy ſonnes 
phecied. - (hall lap their hands upon him to cruciſie 
him, and fc: this cauſe ts wiledome and 
underffanding given unto the, fo give 
thy <ilozen knowledge of him, becauſe 
that ifthep bleſſe him, they ſhall be bleffed, F 
and they that curſe him ſhall periſh in his 
fight. And the Angel opened me the gates 
of Heaven, and J ſaw the holy Temple, 
2 and the higheſt ſitting on the thzone of © 
Chriſt. qlozp,and hee ſaid unto me: Levi, I habe 
given the the bleſſings of the Pꝛieſthwd, 
tillJ come my ſelfe to dwell in the midl® [- 
of Iſrael. Then the Angell bought — 5 g 
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dame our bzethꝛen, who ſmote the Citte. 


| of Levi. 
downe to the earth, and gave mee a ſhield 
f and a ſwoꝛd, ſaping : Erecute vengeance 
in Sichem fo; Dina, and J will bee with 
thee, foz GO D hath ſent mee. And at 
| that time J flew the ſons of He mor, as it gen.; 
is Waitten inthe tables of Heaven. And 
J I ſaid unto him, Lo2d, J pꝛap thee tell me 
thy name, that J may call upon thee in 
the time of my trouble. And he anſwered, nin our 
J am an Angel which excuſeth 1ſrael , Redeemer. 
that be might not be ſtricken fo; ever, be⸗ 
| £canſe all wicked Spirits lpe in waite fo2 
him. Akterward being waked as it were 
bout of ſleep, J bleſſed the moſt higheſf,and 
the Angel that excuſeth the off-ſpzing of 
Iſrael, and all righteons men. And when J 
came to my Father, J found an Aſpe ol '| 
- bzaſſe, whereupon the hill tooke the name 4 
ol Aſpis, which is hard by Gebat, on the 
right ſide of Abila. And J laid up theſe ſap- 
irmas in my heart, and J counſelled my fa⸗ 1 1 
ther and mp bzother Ruben to perfwae 


the lons of Hemor fo bee circumciſed, be 

* cauſe I was zealoufly grieved foz the ab- The zeal of 
* homination which they hav wzonght in ter. 1 
> Ifrael. Foz firſt of all J killed Sichem, and g nec; 1 
then Symeon killed Hemor, and after us N 


> with 


The eſtament 


cer; With the edge ofthe ſwoꝛd. When my Fa⸗ 
ther heard of it, hee was angry, becauſe 
Gen-29- they had received circumciſion, and were 
killed afterward, and there foꝛe hee dealt 
The ma er, ther bolſe with us in bleſſt!:g. Foꝛ we ſin⸗ 
nor 5e.10- ned in doing it againſt his will, and ho fell | 
. ſicke the ſame dav. But J knew then the | 
Loꝛd intended ebill to the Sechemites, be» | 
The fin ot cauſe they had heretofoze purpoſed to have 
theScce- done the like unts Sara, as they did unto | 
Raped Di- gur ſiſter Dina: but & O D letted them. 
per ge, And they perſecuted our father abraham 
| ſtrangers: (as then a ſtranger) and carried away bis 
en cattell, and furthermoze, did beste Jcblao | 
very fo; ꝛe, oho was bozne in his houſe, Af- | 
ter the ſame manner dealt thep with all 
nc other rangers, taking away their wives 
from them by ſoꝛce, and dꝛibing the men 
themſelves ont of their countrp.Foꝛ which ; 
cauſe the wꝛath of the Loꝛd came upon 
them in the end. And J latd fo mp Father: 
Sir, bee not offended, foꝛ God will bzing 
the Canaanites to notying befoze thæ, and 
give their Land unto ther, and to thy holy 
one after th. oꝛ com hencefoʒth Sichem 
ſhall be called the Citie of foles , becauſe 
that as men doe ſcoꝛne foles, ſo have wee 
ſcomed them foz their wozking of folly in 
Iſrael ; 
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| of Levi. 


Ifrael, in faking away our ſiſter foꝛ fo de⸗ 

file her, Then came wee into Bethel, and Cen; 
there when J had lacrificed thꝛeſcoꝛe and 

teen dapes together, J ſaw the thing again . __.. 

' s J had ſcne it befoze. And A law ſeven — 
men in white rapment, ſaying untome , I 4 


Up, put on the Stole of Pzicfihod , the Le: 
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crowne of righteouſneſſe, the Keaſonall 
of underſtanding, the Robe of truth, the 
3B:eftplate of faith, the Mitre of holineſſe, 
and {he Ephod of p2ophecie. And lo every 
of them bꝛinging ſomething with him, did 
put them upon me, ſaping: Be thou hence⸗ 
fozth the Loꝛds Pꝛieſt, thon and thy (de 
fo: ebermoꝛe. The firſt of chem annopn-= 
ted mee with holy avle, and gave mee the 
ſcepter of jud gement. Zhe ſecond waſhed 
me withcleans water, and fed me with 
bzeadand wine. that fs to dot, With the 
moſt holy of holies, and cloathed me mith 
a gloꝛtous robe do vnc to the ground. The 
third did put upon mers fiken garment 
like unto an Ephod. The fourth girded 
mee with a girdie lite unto purple. The 
fifth gave unto mee an Olive bough, very 
full of fatneſſe. The ſirth did let the Pitre 
of pꝛieſthed upon my head. The {vents 
filled my hands with incenle, ta the in⸗ 

D tent 


— 
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tent J Hould execute the office of Pꝛiell 
unto the Loꝛd. And he ſaid unto me, Le- 
rhethiee vi, unto thzee pꝛincipall things is thy 
blevings of ſeed appointed of God ; namely , to bee a 
o Len. ſigne ofthe glozious Lo2d chat is to come, 
chic pro» and he that beleeveth ſhall be the firſf. The 
Pte great lot (all not fall upon him: the ſe⸗ 
cond ſhall bee in Pꝛieſthod, and the third 
thall have a new name, becauſe a King 
ſhall rife up in Juda, and rene my pꝛieſt⸗ 
hond, accoꝛding unto the figure of the Gen- 
tiles, among all Nations. But the com⸗ 
ming of him is unutterable, as ſcho ſhall be 
the Pꝛophet of the higheſt, boꝛne of the ſerd 
of our Father Abraham. All the pleaſant 


things of IIrael ſhall be given unto thee, 


and to thy ſeede, and pou (hall eate all that 
_ Adrſribu- ls kalre to ſee to, aud thy ſcede ſhall diftri- 
dechche ſoie btite the Loꝛos Table, and ol them ſhall 
de Sens bee high Pꝛieſts, Judges, and Dcribes : 
went. fo2 in their mouth ſhall the holy things be 
kept. When J awoke, J perceived that 

this viſion was like the other, and J lapd 

it up in mine heart, and ſhewed it not unto 

anp man living upon the earth. The firlk 

two dapes J and Juda went to our grand 

father Iſaac, and hee bleſſed mee acco2ding 

to all the ſapings of the viſions that . had 

ten, 
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ſ&ne, but hee would not goe with us unto 
Bethel. But vhen we came to Bethel, mp 
Father Jacob ſaw ina QAiſion concerning 
mee, that J ſhould be their Pꝛieſt befo:e 
the Loꝛd. And hee aroſe in the mozning, 
and tfthed all things to the Loꝛd by mee. 
Then came we to Hebron to dwell there, 
and by and bp Iſaac called mee to expound 
the Law sf the Lo2d, acco:ding as Gods 
Angel had ſhewed it to me; and he taught 
me the law of Pꝛieſthood, Dacrifices, 
Wurnt offerings, Firſf-lings, Jfri©- will 
oflerings, and off: rings foꝛ health. Cverp 
dap he taught mee underſtanding, and cal⸗ 
led upon mee continually - befoze the Loꝛd, 
ſaping, Mp ſonne, give no care to the ſpi⸗ 
rit of foꝛnication, foꝛ her will follow thee, 
and defile the holy things by thy leede. 
Thereldꝛe take thee a Mike in thy pouth, 
ſuch an one that hath not any blemiſh ns? 
uncleaneneſſe, noz is of the Bindꝛed of che 
Allophites, oꝛ of the Gentiles. And berge 
thou enter into the holics, waſh, and like⸗ 
wiſe ere thou ſacriſiceſt, and alia chen thon 
haſt done, offer unto the Loꝛd the frnits 


of the twelve trees that are ever green, as 


my father Abraham taught me to do: 8nd 


the fruit of all cleane beaſts, and sf cleane 
D 2 fowleg 


FRnd 23. 
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fowles offer thou in ſacrifice. Likewiſe, 
offer up the firſt bozne of all things, and 
the firſf fruits shy Uine, and ſpꝛinkle 
all thy ſacrifices with ſalt. Pow therefoze, 
mp ſonnes, keepe pee all the things that 
J command pou: foz whatſoever J have 
heard of my Fathers, that have I tolde 
A comf1t. unto pon. J am cleare from all the wic⸗ 
parc,  kedneſſe and fin hich you ſhall commit to 
— ni the end ol the woꝛld. Pee ſhall wozke wic⸗ 
ſiru dioa of kedneſſe againſt the Saviour ofthe wozld, 


Teac me and pe hall ſedute Ir ael, ſtirring up much 


plagued, Cbill againſt him from the Lozd, and 


of mn" dealing wickedly with him, ſo that Jern- 
ke d. ſalem ſhall not continue, by reaſon of pour 
naughtineſle. The veile of the Temple 
ſhall bee rent in ſander, to diſcover pour 
fanlencſle, and pee ſhall bee ſcattered as 
pꝛiſoners among the Peathen, and be 
ſcoꝛned. curſcd, and trodden under koote. 

Ne vertheleſſe, the houſe which ide Lago 
ſhall choſe, ſhall beecalled )-ruſalem, as 
the boke of Enoch the righteous contai⸗ 
neth. Therefoꝛe when J was twenty and 
ö eight peares old, J twk a wife whole name 
77-3” was Melcha, andthe conceibed and bare 
progeny mea ſon, and called his name Gerſhon, be⸗ 
. canſe we were but ffrangers in our _ 
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FoꝛGerſhon ſignifleth baniſhment. Pow 
J knew of him that he ſhould not bee of 
the chieke degree. The ſecond was Caath, 
tho was bozn the five and thirtieth year. J 
ſaw a Uifion Eaſtward, how all the con- 
gregation fwd up alokt, x therefo:e J cal- 
led his name Caath, which ſigniſieth the 
beginning of greatneſie and learning. 
The third was Merari , who was bone 0.6. 
in the five and fifticth pear of my life: And 
becanſe his mother was hardly delivered 
of him, ſhe called him Merari, which is as 
much to lap, as mp bitterneſſe. And in the 
th:eſcoze and fourth peare of my life, was 
my daughter Jochebed bozne in Egypt, 
and ſo was J honourable among my bꝛe⸗ 
thꝛen. Alſo mp ſonne Gerſhon tooke him 
a wife, which barc him Libni and Schimi. 
The ſonnes of Caath, were Amram, Y (h- 
var, Hebron and Uziel : and the ſonnes of 
Merari were Mahali and Muſhi. In the 
fonreſcoze and fourteenth peare of my 
fe, Amram tooke unto wife mp daughter 
ochebed, becauſe that he and ſhe were 
bozne both on one dap. J was eight prare 
old when J entred into the land of Cha- 
naan, and eighte&ne peare old when J en- Teri made 
fred into the office of Pꝛieſthod. At eight pricſt 2818. 
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Marricd at And twenty peares J toke Mie, and 
1 at foꝛty peares old J entered into Egypt, 
and behold pee bee now mp childꝛens chil⸗ 

dꝛen in the third generation. Joſeph dyed 

in the hundꝛeth and tenth peare. And now 

= wh or mp childꝛen, J warne pon, feare the Loꝛd 
menen pour Sod with ail pour heart, and walke 
plainelp in all things, acco2ding to his 

Law. Pozeover, bzing up pour childzen 

in learning, that they map have under⸗ 

* _Tanding bp reading the Law of G DD, 
le ese without ceaſing all their life long. Foz 
Miniſter. whoſoever knoweth Gods Law, ſhall bee 
honoured; and goe ubereſoe ver he will, he 

ſhall bee no ſtranger: alſo hee ſhall have 

moze friends than his fozefathers had, and 

many ſhall be glad to ſerve him, and to 

heare the Law at his mouth. Pp ſonnes, 

deale rightinlly upon earth, that pou map 

finde Heaven, and ſowe good things in 

paur mindes, that you may finde them in 

ponr life. Foz if pe ſowe evill things, yer 

ſhall finde and reape all manner of cum⸗ 

wiſdome a bzance and trouble. Get pee wiſedome in 
Jevell. the feare of God 2 fo? if captivity come, 
and Cities and Conntryes be deſtroped; 

gold and ſilver and all pofſeſſions perth, 

but none can take awap the wiſe mans 

wil e⸗ 
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wiſedome, ſave onely the blindneſſe of un⸗ Sin blinde ch 


godlineſſe and ſinne. Foz his wiſedome Camnadi 
fhall become a ſhield to him among his e- — wit- 
nemies, and make a ſtrange countrey to 
bee as his owne home, and cauſe him to 
finde friendſhip in the middeſt or his focs. 
Ik he teach and doe ſuch things, her ſhall 
ſt with Kings, as did our bother Joſeph. 
And truly, my Childzen, J know by the _ 
wꝛitings of Enoch, that in the end pe ſhall deach and 
doe wickedly, laping pour hands moff —— 
ſpite fully upon the Lozd, and through pon, ,.oz<ccicd. 
pour b:ethzen Gall bee confounded, and March. 
made a ſfco:ning ffocke to all Nations, 
Powbeit our father Iſraal is cleare from 
the wickedneſſe of the high Pztcffs, vhich 
ſhall lap hands upon the Saviour of the 
Wozld. The Heaven above the Earth is 
cleane, and pon be the lights of the heathen 
as the Sun and che Pone, What ſhall 
alt the heathen doe, if pon be overdarkened 
with wickedneſſe, and bzing curledneſle ,,. ..._ 
upon pour countrep folke, fo whoſe ſakes wha: chey 
the light of the Wozld is put into you, to 
inlighten all men wit hall: this light of the 
Moꝛld {ball you moſt wilfully flap, and 
teach Commandements contrary to the 
righteouſneſſe of God. Be ſhall * the 

02ds 
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The vick'd 92S offering, and fich away pieces of 
Leben gag. it. Be foꝛe you doe pour latrifices unto the 
2 Lo:d, pon ſhall ſteale v ap the chopſeſt 
"oo things, and eate them iſda ine fully with 
Harlots, teaching Commandements of 
cobetouſneſſe. Pe ſhall deflle married wo⸗ 
men, and enfozce maidens fn Jcruſalem, 
pou ſhall match pour ſelves with whoozes 
and Marlots, pon ſhall take the daugh⸗ 
fers ofthe Beathen unto wife, purifping 
them with unrighteous purifping , and 
pour mingling fall be like unto Sodome 
and Gomorrha, and ye ſhal be ſwoln with 
wickedneſſe in the Pꝛieſthod, inſomuch 
that pou ſhall moſt diſdain fully and ſpite 
fully laugh the holy things to ſco:ne, not 
onely vaunting and boaſting pour ſelves 
againſt men, but alſo being puffed and 
RON \wolne up with pꝛide againſt the com- 
o: bar de. Mandements of God. Foz this cauſe ſhall 
aruaion. the Temple ſchich the Lo2d ſhall have cho⸗ 
ſen, bee undonbtedlp left deſolate in un⸗ 
cleanneſſe, and pou pour ſelbes become 
captives to all Nations, and bee loathed 
and abhozd among them, and receive end⸗ 
leſſe ſhame and confuſion, thzough Gods 
rightfull judgement : and all that ſee yon, 
ſhall chunne you. And were it not foꝛ our 


fathers * 


| 

| 

{ 
* 
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fathers Abraham, Iſaac, and ſacob, there 9 
ſhould not ane of mp ſeede ber left upon — 
| earth, Furthermoze, J know by the boke ede 
ol Enocb, that pon ſhall goe aſtray by the — 
ſpace ol thꝛeſcoꝛe and tenne wekes, and ebnet 
delle the Pꝛieſthood, ſfaine the Sacrift- on. 
' ces, deſtrop the Law, deſpiſe the ſapings 
| of the P:ophets , frowardly perſecute 
'' righteons folke, hate the godly, abhozre 
|  theſapings of ſothfaft men, and call him 
| Hereticke that goeth about to renue the 
Law by the power of the Higheſt : and in Chris & lit 
| the end pee ſhall kill him ont of hand, as . 
ö pon thinke, not knowing that he ſhall riſe 
againe, and ſo ſhall pee receive His inno⸗ 
cent blond wilfully upon pour owne 
beads. Fo2 his ſake ſhall pour hoip places 
be left deſolate, which pon (hall have de fi⸗ 
led, even by utter fozfwearing, and pour 
dwelling ſhall not ber cleane, but pon ſhall 
be accurſcd among the heathen, x delpaire 
Gall vcre pou, till hee viſtte you againe, 
and mercifully receive you thzongh faith 
and water, And fozaſmuch as pee have nd, 
heard of the thꝛerſcoꝛe and tenne weekes, G jute 
heare pee allo of the Pticſfhod. Foz in e⸗ s 
berp Jubilte ſhall bee Pzieffhod. In the 
firſf Jubtilie the firſt annointed into fie 
p:tclts 


The Teſtament 
p:icfthed ſhall be great, and talke to God, 


and to his father, and his pateſthod ſhall be 
full of the feare of the Loꝛd, and in the day 


of his gladneſſe, hee Gall riſe np unto the 


2 (alvation of the Wozld. In the ſecond 
alle, the annopnted ſhall bee conceived 
inthe heavineſſe of the beloved ſozt, and 
bis b:ieffhod ſhall bee hononrable , and 
he ſhall bee gloꝛified amongſt all men. 
3 The third Pꝛieſt fhall be taken up in ſoꝛ⸗ 
4 row, and the fourth ſhall be in griefe, be⸗ 
cavſe the multitude of iniquities ſhall bes 
lavd upon him, and throughout all 1frael 
every man (hall hate his neighbour. The 
: fifth (hall be held faff in darkeneſſe, and 
likewiſe the ſirth and the ſeventh. And in 
7 the ſeventh ſhall be ſuch abbomination 
both befoꝛe God and man, as J am not a- 
ble to erpꝛeſſe, howbeit that the docrs 
thereof ſhall not bee knowne. Fo2 this 
cauſe ſhall thep bee in captivity 4 coꝛrup⸗ 
tion, and their land and ſubſtance Gall ber 
deſtroyed: but in the fifth Locke they ſhall 
returne unto their deſolate countrep, and 
re nue the Loꝛds houſe, In the ſeventh 
werke ſhall come fdolatrons pꝛieſts, co- 
betous waͤrriours, unrighteous ſcribes, 
and filthy abuſers of men, childꝛen, and 
beaſts. 
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beaſts. After that the L02d hath ſent ven- Cbvit&%bis 


geante upon them in the pzicfthood, then ler, 4 c. 
will G O D raiſe upa new Pꝛieſt, unto be. 
whom all the Loꝛds Wozd hall bee ope⸗ 
ned: and he ſhall execute true judgement 
upon earth many dapes, and his Starre 
thall ariſe in heaven. As a King ſhall he 
ſhed fo2th the light of knowledge in the 
open ſunne-ſhine of the day. and hee ſhall 
be magnified ober all the Moꝛld, and bee 
received, and ſhine as the Sunne upon the Chriſt 1igh- 
earth, and dꝛibe awap all darkeneſſe, and [<< 
there ſhall be peace upon all the earth. In 
his dayes the heavens ſhall rcfayce, the 
ec earth Gall be glad, the clouds ſhall be mer⸗ 
xp, the knowledge ofthe E02d ſhall bee 
peured ont upon the carthas the waters 
of the Seas, and the Angels of glozp that 
,- Areinthe Lo2ds pꝛeſence ſhall rejopce in 
him. The heavens ſhall be opened, and out 
of the Temple of gloꝛp Gall ſanctification 
come upon him with the kathers vopce, as ee 


| — Chriſt 15 
from Abraham the Father of Iſaac, and ek b 


he gloꝛp ofthe higheſt hall bee ſpꝛead out 
upon him, and the Spirit of under ſtan⸗ 
ding and ſanctification hall reſt upon him, 
whereof be (hail give abundantly and | 
. mightily to his childꝛen in truth fo: ever- 


moze, 


The 1 


No wieſt- maze, and there ſhall none ſuecerde bim 
cucceeds From generation to generation, wozld 
ch» Without end. In his p:tefhod all ſin ſhall 
of Chriſt, come to an end, and the unrighteous hall 
hov ef ceaſe from their naughtine ne: but the righ- 
5 teens ſhall reſt in him, and her ſhall open 
Chriſt our the gates of Paradiſe, and fap the thꝛeat⸗ 
Fropttiatr ning ſwoꝛd againſt Adam, and fede the 

Lambes with the fruit of life, and the ſpi⸗ 

rit ofholineſſe ſhall bee in them. Mee ſhall 
Sum gi- binde up Belial, and give his owne chil⸗ 
rhizo Ment power to tread downe hurtfull ſpt- 
none a rits, and the Lozd hall rejoyce in his 

childꝛen, and accept them as his beloved 


la evermoze. Then ſhall Abraham, Iſa- 


ac, and Jacob be glad, and then ſhall J and 
all Saints rejopce. Now, my childꝛen, yer 


have heard all. Therefoze choſe unto pou 
either light oꝛ darkneſſe, either the law ol 


the Loꝛd, oz the Woꝛkes of Belial: and wee 
anſw:red our Father, ſaying , Wee will 


Walke befoze the Lo:d acco:ding to his 


law. And our Father ſapd,the Loꝛd is wit⸗ 
nelle, and his Angels are witneſles, and J 


am a witneſſe, and por pour ſelves are 
witneſſes of the woꝛds of mp month. And 


then we had anſwered, We will be wit- 


neſſes, Levi reſted with this charge gi⸗ 
ven 
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ven unts his childꝛen. | 
And he ſtretched out his feet, and was 


put ts his Fathers, when her had lived a 
hundzeth and ſeven and thirty peares, and 
they layd him in a coffin, and buryed him 


afterward in Hebron, beſides Abraham. 


* Ifaac, and Jacob. 
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Children at his death, concern 
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Lo here the bleſſed Princely ſtate 


1 
ne, 


of Juda ſuffering not his mate, 
Lyon, Purſe and Crow 
betoken glory and renowne, 


The Scepter, 


The Teſtament 
of Juda. 


He Copp of all the ſapingsof Ju- 
| da,which ha ſpake unto his Chil- 
dꝛen at the time ol his death: when 
TR they were come together befoze 
© him,bc laid unto them: 
2 was my kathers fourth ſonne and my "Ts 
| mother called me Juda,ſaping : I thanke e 
the Lo2d fo2 that he hath given me a fourth be davor 
© ſonne. J was ſwift of fot, and painefull in en. 
mp pouth, and obeped mp Father in all 
things, and bleſſed my mother, and my 
- *, mothers ſiſters. And when J came unto 
mans eſtate, my father ſacob pꝛayed over 
me, ſaping: Thou ſhalt be a King. pꝛoſ⸗ 
perons in all things. Behold, God gabe lauer 
me grace in all my wozkes, both ab:oad eig 556.0. 
1 = andat home. Upon a time J (awa Yinde, x 1 
and ran atter her, and caught her, and made 
1 god meate ofher foz mp Father. Alſo J 2 
| - out-ranthe Noes and overtoke all things 
3 . thatwerein the fields, inſomuch that J 
caught a wilde Pare, and tamed ber. 13 
plucked a Kidde out of the mouth of a — 
Beare, and taking him by the paw, overs Jas. 
„ th:ew him, and rent aſander all wilde 
beaſts that turned upon mee, as if 222 
bten 
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been a dogge. J encountered with a wilde 
Boare, and over-running him tare him in 
z pieces. In Hebron a baſfurd Lyon leapt 
? upon a dogge. and J catching him by the 
faile, flung him away by and bp, and hee 
6 bꝛaſt aſunder. In the boꝛders of Gare, a 

wilde Bult was feding in the fields, and 
J tooke him by the hoꝛnes, and (winged 
him about, and finally killed him. There 


tame two Rings ol the Canaanitcs armed, 


upon our flocke, and much prople with 
them, and J alone running unto the 
flocke, ſtept to King Sur, and ſkriking up 
his legs, overthꝛew him, and ſo ew him. 
2 Allo J killed another King named ha- 
* phes ſitting on his ho:ſe, and ſo ſcattered 
all their people. J overtoke Bing Acher, 
? a Gpant on hozſe- back, ſhoting foꝛward 
and backward: and thꝛowing a ſtone of 
thꝛelcozꝛe pound weight upon his ho2ſc, 
I overthzew him and killed him, and figh⸗ 
ting two honres with Achor, at length 
I clave his ſhield, and maimed his ft, and 
finally ſlew him. As J was pulling off his 
b:eftplate, behold eight of his friends aſ- | 
ſailed mee, whereupon J filled my hands 
with ſtones, e flinging them at them with 
a ſling, flew fonre of _ and put = 4s 
r 


* we 2.3 er . 1 33 3 . 15 has ry 
ee So —— 
* C * tt. 


of Jud 


tber foure to flight. Alſo our Father Ja- 

cob flue the Gyant Beeliſa King ot all the 
Kings, who was mighty and huge, of the 
ſtature of twelve cubits. By reaſon vher- 
of feare fell upon them, and they loft their 
fighting againſt us. Foz this cauſe my 
father was carefull of me when J was in 
battell with mp b:ethzen. He ſaw ina 
viſton concerning me, that the Angel of 
rength followed me every where, to the 
intent J Gould not be overcome. The ſe⸗ 


The valiant- 
nes ot Jacob 


cond handſell was a greater battell to us, 
than that which we had at Sichem: in ſa 


much, that in fighting valianly with my 
Bꝛethꝛen, I chaſed a thouſand men, and 
line of them two hundzed perſons, and 
foure of their Kings, and following after 
them, ſcaled the Malles of their Citie, 
and there flue two Kings moze, and ſo we 
delivered Hebron, and led them all away 
as pꝛiſoners. Then the next day we went 
to affrong walled, and unappꝛoachable ci⸗ 
tie, called Areca, which thzeatned to kill 
us. There toꝛe J and Gad went to the Eaſt 


the Meſt and South ſide. They that Kod 
upon the Malles ſuppoſing there had hen 


fide of the Citie, and Ruben and Levi unt 


no mo but Gad and J. did ſet fire upon us, 
| .E * 
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while in the meane time my Bꝛother that 
lap in ffale, bꝛake ont upon the other two 
des, aud ſcaling the wall with ladders, 
entred the citp ere our enemies wilt tt, and 
ſo we wonne it by the Swoꝛd, and ſet fire 
upon the Tower, and burnt it up with 
» ſuch as were fled into it. As we returned, 
the men of Thaffie lap in watte fo: our 
p2ep, and toke it with onr childꝛen. But 
we followed them to Thaffic, line them, 
and burned their Cific, ſpoyling all that 
11 was in it. And while J was at the waters 
of Gureba, we fell upon the men of Jobel, 
that came againſt us in battaile, and ſiue 
and ſpopled both them and alſo their com⸗ 
plices, that came to their apde from Sy- 
lon, ſo as we gave them no reſpite to re⸗ 


tel, notwichſtanding that they were a migh- 


it | fromthe top of the hill whereon their Ct- 
H | tie fod:but J andSymeon coaffing to 10 
backſide of the towne, got unto the 


* 
. 


turne againe upon us. The fifth day after, 
there came men from Machir to fetch a⸗ 
wap our pꝛiſoners, whom wee met in bat 


(| ty hoaſt. and ſine them befoze they could 
11 get p to the place that they came from. 
I 12 And when wer came to their Citie, thetr | 
T8 women tumbled downe ffones upon ns | 
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places, and deffroyed the whole City. The 
next day it was told us that the Cities of 
two Kings came againſt us with a huge 
Hoaſtf. J therefoze and Dan, faining our 
ſelves to be Amorrheans, and Fellowes 
with them, went into their Citte, and ta- 
king the entrances in the dead time ol 
the night, did ſet the gates wide open ta 
our bꝛethꝛen that came after us: by means 
whereof wee deſtroped them and all that 
they had, and when we had facked the city, 
we did caſt down the tbꝛer walles thereof, 
Then went we to Thamua, which was 


the refuge of all the Kings fo? their wars. 


Where being angrp fo2 a hart that 
TJ toke, J charged upon thoſe that Food 
above me: but they thꝛew downe ſfones 


ont of flings upon mee, and ſhot arrowes 


at mee, and had killed me, but that my 
bꝛother Dan reſcued mer. Therefo;e wier 


came running upon them in a rage, and 
put them all to flight « and they paſſing by 
= another wap, went and ſued humbly un⸗ 


to my Father, who made a Covenant 


| with them. ſo as we did them not any moze 


barme.;: but received them into League 
with ns, and delivered them all their pꝛi⸗ 


| oP Then butlded J Chamma,and my 


E 2 father 
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father builded Rambahel. Twenty peares 
old was J when this warre was made, 
and the Canaanites were affraide of mew, : 
and my Bꝛethꝛen. J had much cattell, and 
my chicke heardſman was Y ran of Odel- 
lam, in whoſe company J ſaw Berſa King * 


of Odellam, who made us afeaſf,andwith 


much entreatance gabe mee his daughter 1 
Bethſue to wife, which bzought me foꝛth 


Er, Anan, and Sylon, of which thae God 


flne two childleſſe. Fo2 Sylon lived, of 
whom ſome of pou bee the Childꝛen. Py 
Father and wer made eighteene peares 
peace with his bꝛother Elau, and his <<il- + 
dꝛen. When the etghten pears were paſt, 
after our comming out of Meſopotamia, 
in the foꝛtieth peare of mp life, Eſau 
our Fathers bother came upon us with 
a great ſtrong Hoaſt, and was flaine by 
the Bow of jacob, and conveyed away 
dead unto mount Scir. Me alſo follow⸗ 
ed upon the childꝛen ol Eſau, but his City 
was verp ſtrong with high Walles, and 
gates of pꝛon and bꝛaſte, ſo as wer could 
not enter into if, howbeit wer did ſhutte 
them up within it, and beffeged it. Ralo 
when they ſhewed not themſelves abꝛoad 
in twenty dayes together, J put my — 

" wet 
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met upon my head, and in ſight ol them 
all ſet yp a ladder, and ſcaling the walles, 
ſiue foure of their noble men with a fone 
of the weight of thꝛee talents. The next 
dap Ruben and Gad went and ſlue thꝛee⸗ 
ſcoꝛe others. Then they offered peace, 
and wer, by our Fathers advice, received 
them into tribute. And they gave us two 
hundꝛed quarters of coꝛne, five hundꝛed 
bates of ople, and a thonſand and five hun⸗ 
dꝛed meaſures of Mine, untill wee went 
downe into Egypt. After this, my ſonne 
Er marrped Thamar of Meſopotamia, 


the Daughter of Aram. Now Er was Er & Anan 


a very wicked Impe, and doubted much = 


ol Thamar, becauſe ſh& was not of the nefir of law- 
| landofChanaan. Therefoze the Angel orf 55+ 
the Loꝛd ſlue him the third night after his 


marriage, when he had not pet companied 
with her by reaſon ol his mothers ſubtle⸗ 
tp, and ſo dped in his naught ine lle, loꝛ ſher 


was loth that he ſhould have had any chil⸗ 


dꝛen by her. 
When Anan was mariageable, J gave 


4 Thamar unto him, and he likewiſe of a 


ſpite accompanied not with her, notwith- 
ſtanding that he lived a fall year with her, 
and when J thꝛeatned him, then he com? 
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paͤnied with her, but pet bp bis mothers 
commandement, he let his ſeede fall upon 

the ground, and (a alſo hee died in his wic⸗ 
kedneſſe. J minded to have given her unto 

Sylon alſo, bu: my Wife Bethſue would 

noi ſnffer me. Foz ſhe ſpited Thamar, be⸗ 

cauſe the was not of the daughters ol Ca- 

naan as her ſelfe was. Now J knew the 
off-ſp:ing of Canaan was miſchievons,but 

pet did pouthfull fancie blinde my Heart. 
Fornication AND as J beheld her pouring out wine, 3 
a frucot . was deceived with dzunkennefle,and fell in 
lobe with her. | | 

| Upon a time while J was away, ſhe ma⸗ 
Gen. 38. ried Sy lon to a woman ot Canaan: which 
her dard when J underſfosd, J curſed her 

in the bitt erne le of my loule, and ſo ſhe di⸗ 

ed in the wickednelle of her ſons. A two⸗ 

peares after theſe things, as J went to 

ſheare mp ſheepe, Thamar decking her 

; ſelfe like a B2ide, ſate her downe at the 
An irtole- gate ofthe citic. Foz it was the cuſfom of 
ome ofthe the Amorites. that their bꝛides do ſet them⸗ 
Amorites. ſelbes foꝛth at the gates of their cities, by 
the ſpace of ſeven daies together, to be abu⸗ 
poparersy (ed by foꝛnication. I there teme being diun⸗ 
Wine, pro: Ren With the waters of Horek, knew her 
More one · ft, by reaſon of Wine, inſamuch To 
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beanty,fogether with the attire in decking 
of her ſeife, deceived mee, and thereupon 
turning aſide unto her, J ſaid, ſhall I come 
tu unto the - and ſhe anſwered, what wilt 
thou give me? and J gave her mp Staffe, fornication 
and mp Girdle, and the Crowne of mp bie. 
kingdome. Upon my companping with 
her, ſhe concetved: afterward J not know 
ing my lelfe to have been the doer thereg, 
would have put her to death foz it. But ſhe 
having kept my plevges in ſfoze, ſhamed 
me with them: and when J had heard my 
owne woꝛds of her in ſecret, which J had 
ſpoken to her when J lay with her in my 
d2unkenneffe, J could not put her to death, 
becauſe it was of the Lozds doing: but , — 
J touched her not any moze to my dying bey ler 
day. Foz when J had done this abhomi⸗ £2 cite 
nation in IIrael, leſt hee might wozke il. 5 
wples with mee, J ſaid J would fetch mp 
pledges againe ot her: but when J enqut- 
red foz her, the townſemen ſaid there was 
no bzide in their Citie, becauſe ſhee came 
from another place, and had ſit there but a 
little while, and ſhe deemed that no man 
knew-of my going in unto her. Alter⸗ 
ward we came into Egypt to Joſeph, be- 
cauſe of the dearth. Sire and kante yeares 

— i e 
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old was J when we came hither, and thꝛeꝛ⸗ 
ſcoze and thirteen years have J lived here. 
And now, my Sonnes, heare me pour Fa- 
ther, in all things that J charge pon with⸗ 
all, and keepe you all my ſapings, in doing 
all manner of Righteonſnefſe be foꝛe the 
Loz2d, and in obeping the Commande⸗ 
ments of the Lozv God, and walke not 
after your owne luſts, and affer the con⸗ 
re is finfull coitg of your owne minds, in the pꝛide of 
to glory in pour hearts, neither glozpin the wozkes 
bis feliciy. of the ſtrength ol your pouth, becauſe it is 
ſinkull in the ſight of the Loꝛd. Foz in as 
| much as J glozied in my battatles, and 
nee ubraid upbꝛalded my bzother Ruben with Bilha 
men wit mp fathers wife, becauſe no face of any 
beit vice. yeantifull woman had pet deceived mee, 
therefoze the ſpirit of fondneſſe and fozni⸗ 


NESS cation fell upon me, ſo that J was overta- 


ken both in Bethſue the Canaanite, and 
in Thamar the Wife of mine owne ſons. 
And J ſaid unto my Father in Law , A 
habe made mp father pꝛivie to the matter, 
and therefoze J will take thy daughter to 
mp wile. Hereupon he ſhewed me an infi- 
nite maſſe ot gold in his daughters behalte 
(foz he was a King) and decking her with 
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of ſuda. 
wine to us at the Supper. The beauty of 

the woman, and the wine together dazled 

mine epes, and voluptuouſneſſe did ſo dar⸗ 

ken mine underſtanding, that J fell in 

love with her, and bꝛake the Commande⸗ 

ment of God, and of my fathers, and toke 

her to wile. Accoꝛding to the intent of my Childre hat 
heart, the Loꝛd payd mer home fo2 it: foz le 
A had no jop of che childꝛen that J had by of Parents, 
her. Now thereſdze, my Childꝛen, ber not plagued. | 
d2umken with wine, fo: wine turneth a ang 
mans underſtanding away from the 1 Blin gech 
truth, and kindleth in him the fire of luſt, — 
leading his eyes into erronr, inſomuch as of 
Wine is a ſervant to the ſpirit of lechery, 2 —_ to 
to further the feeding ol the minde with vo⸗ 
luptuouſneſſe, and ſo theſe twaine be⸗ 

reave a man of all power. Foz if a man rn. 
dzinke wine till he be dꝛunken, her traineth a drunken 
his minde unto tbe filthy thoughts of le⸗ aeg 
cherp, and kindleth the body to carnall 
copulation. And if defired occaſion lerbe, 


ſinne is wzonght without ſhame. Such 


a thing is wine, my ſonnes, foz a dꝛun ken 
man ts achamed of nothing. Webold tt ple. 
made both me and Thamar doe amiſſe, ſo. 
as J bluſhed not at the multifade in the 
city,but went alide unto her in the ſight — 
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all men, and committed a great ſinne in 
diſcovering the uncleane pꝛidities of my 
owne ſons, Th:ongh dꝛinking of wine, J 
was not alhamed to bꝛeake Gods Com- 
mandement, in taking a woman of Ca- 


who ought naan to Wile. UWherefoze,mp fonnes,he * 


co crink that dzinketh wine had need of diſcretion, 
and the diſcretion that every man onght to 
uſe in dꝛinking of wine, is, that he be aſha- 
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med to oberdzink himſelfe. Foz il he paſſe 
that bound, he fozgoeth his underſtanding, | 


and cleaveth to the ſpirit ol errour, which 


Properties cauſeth the dꝛunken man to talke filthilyp, 


ot a drun- 


ken mim, is and to doe wickedly, and not to be aſha⸗ 
ley cake, med, but to boaſt ofhislewoneſſc,thinking + 


and wicked 


deeds, Af to be god. He that committeth whoze- 
Ducmm- dome, is bereft of his liberty, and becom⸗ 
whot dome · meth bondllabe of lechery, and cannot 

get out of it againe, alter the ſame manner 


that J was made naked. Foz I gave ober 


my ſtaſte, that is to ſay, the ſfap of my 
tribe; and my girdle, that is, my power: x 
mp crowne, that ts, the gloꝛy of my king⸗ 
dame. Yowbeif, repenting theſe things, 
J foꝛbare all wine and fleſh unto mine old 
age, and was utterly unacquainted with 
all mirth. And the Angel ol Gad ſhewed 


me, that women ſhould from time to time 
ober⸗ 
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overmaſter all men, as well Kings as 
; caitifes and bereave great men of their 
7 glozp. Fo2 the poverty of a pooꝛe manis 
bk greater fence to bim than is thc ſtrength 
bpb a mighty man. Therefoze,my childꝛen, 


keepe meaſure in dꝛinking. foz there are Fore nor- 
in it foure noyſome ſpirits : that is to wit, foren » 
of concupiſcence, of heart-burning , of kennelſe: 

I oncupi- 


lechery, and of filthy gaine. If pc dzinke ene 
wine merrily in the feare of the Loꝛd with uten. 


burcing. 


ſpamekaſtneſſe, ye ſhall live: but ifye dꝛink }1<.i,.. 


without regard of ſhame, and fear of God, vero 
then turneth it todzunkenneſſe, and diſho= Ablacuce 
neſty ſtealeth in. And if pe dꝛink none at from wine, 
all then chall ye not inne, neither in flan- wo ic 
derons words, noꝛ in quarrelling, no2 in _ te 
railing, noz in bꝛeach of Gods comman⸗ h «+ 
dements, neither ſhall pee periſh befoꝛe . 
your time, Foꝛ Mine diſcloſeth the ſe⸗ . eller. 
crets of God and man unto Strangers, „ — 
like as J beboꝛaped the ſecrets of G D D Commande- 
and ol mp Father Jacob to Bethſue, the — 


Canaanite, which God hath enbidden eth nor be- 


to be diſcloled. Alſo Wine is a cauſe of . 
warre and ſedition. Mozeover, I charge 


pou mp ſonnes that yon love not money, 


ne lo upon the beanty of women foꝛ mo⸗ 
3 ey t womanly beauty, made me to over⸗ 


ſhwte 
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fote my ſelle in Bethſue the Canaanite. 
And J am ſure that theſe two things ſhall 
coꝛrupt mine off-ſpzing , and marre the 
wile men of mp linage,and hurt the king- 
dome of Juda, which God hath given mee 
fox obeying my Father, foz J never repi- 
ned at my father Jacobs commandements, 

but did whatſoever he willed me. And A- 


Obedience 


brabam the Father of mp Fathers bleſſed 


mee to fight fo2 Iſrael, and ſo did Iſaac 


bleſſe mee likewiſe 2 and J know that the 


Lifngdome ſhall ſfand by mer, but J have 

read in the bokes of Enoch the righteous, 

1 that ve (hall wo;ke wickedneſſe in the lat⸗ 
modties of tex dapes. Therefoze, mp Childzen, kerpe 
coveteuſnes- POUT ſelbes from lecherp and covetoul⸗ 
nelle, and give eare unto pour father Juda, 

fo: thoſe things withdꝛaw men from Gods 

law, and blinde the underſtanding of their 

mindes, and teach them 2 pꝛide, neither 
3 ſaffer they any man to ſew mercp b to 
< Diſquiers his neighbour; they bereave bis (onle < of 
che ſoule. all god things, and hold tt downe in pains 
and ſoꝛrowes, alſo they diſappoint him of 

2 Couſames his relt and lpe, d and conſume his fleſh, 
he body. Finallp, © they hinder Gods ſacrifices, 


e Contemus 


Gods holy neglect his bleſſings, diſobep the ſpea⸗ 


Full of 


+ "OTE king of the Pzophets, and are offended . 


af 
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at the woꝛd of godlineſſe: foꝛ theſe two 


ments of God. He that ſerveth them can⸗ 
not obey God, becauſe they dazle mens e ange. 
minds, and walke abꝛoad as well a nights cherous 5 
as of dapes. My Childꝛen, covetorſaeſſe G % Of 
leadeth men to Jdolatry, Foz th:eugh erg. * 
doting upon monep, he calleth them gods ;<:oumede. 
which are not, and campelleth the infected 

party to grow moſt vilely ont ok kinde. 


Fo2 moneys ſake J loſt my Chilozen: and 


had not the penance of the fleſh, and the 


bumbling of my ſonle, + had not the pꝛay⸗ 
ers of my Father Jacob bene, J had died 
as now without Childzen. Wut the God 
of mp Fathers being mereikull, and fall 
of pity and compaſſton, knew that 5 ſinned 
though ignoꝛance. Fo2 the pꝛince of er- 
roar had blinded mee, and J overſhot my 


ſelle as aficthlp man: and being coꝛrup⸗ 


ted with ſinne, knew not mine owne in⸗ 
firmitp, but thought my ſelfe to be invin- 
cible. Know pe there foꝛe mp Sons, that To foirirs 


two ſpirits doe waite upon a man: that a5 40» 
is to wit, the Spirit ok truth and the 


Spirit of errour, and in the middeſt be⸗ 


tweene them is ſet the Spirit of under⸗ 
ſanding of the minde, whole pꝛoperty — 
0 
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to incline which way it liſteth: the things | 
that belong both to truth and untruth, 
are wꝛitten in the bꝛeaſt of man, and God 
knoweth everp whit of it, and none of all 
mens woꝛkes can bee hidden at any time | 
from him, becauſe all the pꝛivities and 
ſecrets of mens hearts are wꝛitten befoze ; 
the Loꝛd, and the ſpirit of truth beareth 
witneſſe of all things, and accuſeth all, and bi 
be that ſinneth,hath a burning in his heart, N 
and cannot lift his face up to his Judge. | 
And now,my Childzen, love pe Levi, that 
pe map abide, a and exalt not pour ſelves .; 
above him, left pe periſh, The Lo:d © 
hath given unto me the Kingdome, and 
h he ber Unto him the Pꝛieſthood, and hath pat 
ly thi * the Kingdome * under the Pꝛieſthood. 
earthly, or Unto Levi is given the Pꝛieſtyhod, and 
dude and ge. unt Juda the Kingdome, and God hath 
vernement. plit the Kingdome under the Pꝛieſthod. 
»Erg0 Jore Unto mer he hath given the things that 
Pope can Are-npon the earth, and unto > him the 
comes, things that are in heaven. As farre as the | 


power. heaven ſurmounteth the Earth, ſo karre 
— ang dothe the Pꝛieſthod ſlurmount the King- 
rule, but in dome that ts upon the earth. Foꝛ the Loꝛd 
a * hath choſen him above mee, to appꝛoach 


efceapper- unto him, and to eate of his table, to take |, 
God 


of ſuda i 


S the firſt-lings of the childꝛen of Ilrael, and 

„ & thon ſhalt bee as a Sea to him, Fo? like 

d as in the Sea, both the righteous and un⸗ 

u | righteons are in danger, and the one ſoꝛt ö 
e are caught Pꝛiſoners, and the other fozt 

d | are enriched : even ſo (all all kind? of T2 
e men be hazzarded in the, ſome ſinking in 5 
60 | — other ſome floting in p2oſpert- 

f ty. Foz in thee ſhall raigne great whales, e 
t, which ſhall ſwallolo up men as fi hes, and 9etcrived & 
e. bing kree mens Sonnes and Daughters Prorhech. 
at into bondage. They ſhall take away 

'S mens Youſes, Lands, Cattell, and mo⸗ 

nep bp fo:ce, and wꝛongkullp thep ſhall 
færde ravens, and other grep fowles with 

2 many folkes fleſh, and thep ſhall pꝛoſper 

and flouriſh in naughtinelſe, and be exal⸗ 

ted thꝛough covetenſneſſe, and there ſhall 

be kalſe Pꝛonbets like toames,which ſhall |... 
d. perlecute all righteeus men. But the Loꝛd oor rug F 
at © ſhal ſet them together by the eares among! — 
be themſelves, and there ſhall bee continuoll 89 
he warres in Iſrael, and my Kingdome ſhall 

re bee knit up in ſkrangers, till the Saviour — 
g- of Iſrael tome, even til che comming ol the | 
2d | 6 GO D efrighteouſneſfſe, that Jacob and 

< | all Nattons may reſt in peace, and he ſhall 

ke |, maintain my kingdome in peace foz ever. 

he | | Foꝛ 
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Fo? the Loꝛd hath fwozne to mee, that 
the kingdome of mee and ok mp leede ſhall ? 
never faile, woꝛld without end. But Jam 
very ſoꝛry. my Childꝛen, fo2 the filthineſſe 
rroterhis ve and treachery and idolatry, which ye ſhall 
that ieckab- wozke againſt the Kingdome, by follows 
rot ing Witches and Conjurers,by bowing j 


gs 4 pour Daughters fo deccitfull divels , by 


ot Jerulalem making them inchanters, charmers, and $ 
Strumpets, and by intermedling your 
ſelves with the abhomtnations ofthe hea⸗ F 
then, foz the which thing the Lo2d ſhall ' 
»Fzmine. bꝛing upon pou * famine, and b peſtilence, 
»yeltiteace-peath & Moi, w2athfull 4 beſicgement, + 
Sword. and e de bauring dogs, repꝛoach for friends 
«Bcfieze- and foes,loffe and 3 patne of eyes, laughter 
©Devouring h of pour childꝛen, rabiſhing i of Wives, 
Bere. (poile of your gods, the burning k of pour 
proch.  femple, the deſolation | of your countrey,s 
Pag ee. the = captivity of pour ſelves among all 
> nations, which ſhall geld ſome of yon, to 
having make Eunuches fo2 thetr Wives, But ti 
of Wives pe returne to the Lo2d with hearty Re- 
he lem pentance and Bumility, and walke in 


8 d d: 
© Glarion All the ſecond Commandements of Go 


ofthe coun. He will viſite you with mercy,andloving- * 
— A remedy for theſe, Firſt, Repentance. Secondly, O- : 
bediene. - 
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lp deliver pou fram the bondage of pour 
enemies. After this ſhall rife among vou 
ma Starre ont of Jacob, and aman ſhall 
Te ſpꝛing out of mp ſæde, thich ſhall walke 
Il as the ZDay-ſon of righteouſneſſe, among 
vo © the childzen of men, in peace and merke⸗ 
1g # neffe,and righteouſnes, and no ſinne (hall 


by #® befound in him. The heavens tall open 


nd upon him, to ponrt ont the ſpirit of bleſ- 
ur ſedneſſe upan him from the Father, and 
a- hee hall ſhed ont the ſpirit ok grace upon 


e, walking in his firf and laſt commande⸗ 
it, ments. This is the off-fpzing of the moſt 
ds high G O D, and the welſpztng of life ts 
ter all fleſb. Then ſhall the Dcepter of my 
es, Ving dome ſhine bzight, and ont of pour 
ur rot thall ſp:ing the veſſell of planting, in 
p,; whom ſhall grow up the Rod of right- 
all teouſneſſe unto the Gentiles, to judge 
to andfave all ſach as call upon him. After 


vou, and pon ſhall be his childꝛen in truth, 


The meſt 
heavenly 
benefit of 
Chriſt his 


ſecon:! 


comming - 


tif this, ſhall Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, riſe 


ic upagaine to life, and 4 and the Pzinces 
in mp bꝛethzen, ſhall be your Scepter in 
d: IIrael. Levi firſt, I next, Joſeph the third, 
ig- Benjamin the fourth, Symeon the fllt, 
| Ifachar the ſixt, and ſo all the reſt. And 
the Lo2d hath bleſſed us. Levi ſhall = 
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the meſfenger of my pꝛeſence, Simeon 
the power of my glozy, Reuben Heaven. 
Ilachar the Earth, Zabulon the Sea, Jo- 
ſeph the Bountaines, Benjamin the Taz 
bernacle, Dan the lights, Neptalim the 
Dainties, Gad the Day: ſunne, and Aſer 
an Olive tre. And there ſhall be one peo⸗ 
fol for ©5- ple of the Lozd, and one fengne, and there 
godly c>-i- ſhal bee no moꝛs the falſe ſptrit of Belial, 
Nach g. becauſe he ſhall bee calf into endlefle fire. 
Note. Thep that are buried in ſozrow, ſhall riſe - 
in op: and they that were poꝛe fo2 the 
-Lozds ſake, ſhall be made rich. They 
The bleſſed that ſuffered penury , ſhall have plenty: 
legten and they that were weake, ſhall bee made 
geath · Fffrong. They ſhat died fo2 the Lozds ſake, 
ſhall wake up unto life, and runne in a- 
cob: pea they ſhall ran ſkipping and le ⸗ 
ping, and they (hall flpe as Eagles foz jop. 
Vnut the ungoldy ſhall bee ſoꝛrowfull, and 
the ſinners ſhall mourne, and all people 
ſhall glozifie the Lozd fo2 ever. There⸗ A 
fo:e mp chtloꝛen, keepeall the law of the 
Lo2d, koz there is hope fo2 all ſuch WH 
walke aright. A hundzed and nineteen 
peares old doe J die in pour ſight. 
none of you bury me in coſtly caves, 
no: rippe my belly,fo2 fo will Rule ms; | 
* | ut 


; 


" || Chilvzendeicg in all things as bee com- 
ended them, buried him with his Fa⸗ 
, thers in Hobron. 
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ö F 2 The 
4 

5 

4 | \ 


of Juda. 


; but carry me back into Hebrovy,with pon. 
With theſe woꝛds Juda dyed : and his 


The Teſtament of Iſachar made to 
his Children at his death, concerning 


a ſingle heart. 
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5 Learne here a ſimple life, 
Nor voide of paine; but ſtrife: 
The Fythe, the Spade, the Aſt, 
Jet forth what man he was, 
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The Teſtament © 


of Iſachar. 


. He Copp of Iſachars words. 
- ] He calling his childzen abont 

him, ſaid unto them. Per chil⸗ Ihe chor 
i dzen of Iſachar, heare pour Fa- tien. 
Uther, and hearken fo the woꝛds of the 


beloved of the LORD. J am Jacobs 


4s 


i fift ſon, in the reward of mandzake. Fo: 
Kuben bzought mandꝛakes out of the field, 
r Rachel merting him, toke them of him, 
Tbhereat Ruben wept, and at his noiſe mp 
mother Lea came out, Now the mandzakes 
were ſweet ſented apples, vhich the Land 
| ok Aram bꝛingeth fozth in high countries, 
by the water valleyes, And Rachel ſald, 
will not give the theſe Apples: becauſe 
they ſhall helpe me to childzen. Now there 
: | were two of theſe Apples: and Lea ſaid, 
Doth it not ſuſſice the, that thou haſt got⸗ 
tenawapthe husband of my virginitie, but 
that thou wilt have this alſo : She anſwe⸗ 
red, Ket Jacob lte with the Wnight, fo: 
thy ſonnes Pandzagozas. Lea ſaid unto 
her, Doe not boaſk noꝛ bꝛagge, fo; Jacob 
is mine, and J am the wife of his pouth. 
And Rachel anſwered, Yow ſo 2 was h@ 
4 not firſt handfaſfed unto me, and ſerved hee 
not our Father fonrte&ne peares fdz. mer: 
* F 3 What 
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not fo2 luſt of pleaſare : fo ſhee layed up |. 
the —_— and delivered tt unto Ja. 


The Teſtament 


What ſhall I doe fo thee - Foꝛ many are 
the wiles and policies of men, and guile 
goes f2ward upon earth. It it had beene 
stherwiſe, tkon ſhouldeſt not have ſeene 
Jacob in the face at this day. Foz thou art 
not his wife , but wert guilefully put to 
him in mp ſtead. Py father deceived me, / 
and conveping mee away that night. ſaf- . 
fered mer not to ſee him, Foꝛ had J bene 
there, chis had not come to paſſe. Where- *: 
foze take thee one Mandzake, and in lien 
of the other . J grant thee him fo2 one 
night ꝛ and Jacob knew Lea, who concet⸗ 
bing, bare mee, and called my name 11a- | 
char,becanſe of the hire. Then an Angel! 
of the Loꝛd appeared unto Jacob, and ſapd 
that Rachel ſhould beare but two ſonnes, | 
becauſe ſhee had fozſaken the company of 
her husband, and choſen continencie: and 
il my mother Lea had not given the two 
Apples foʒ his companp, ſhee ſhould have 
bozne eight childzen, whereas by reaſon 
of that, ſhe bare but ſixe, and Rachel two, 
becauſe God viſitedher inthe mandzakes. | 
Foz hee knew that thee greatly deſired to 
company with Jacob foz iſſues ſake, and 


cob 


of Iſachar. 


cob the next dap, and therefoze GD D 
heard Rachel in the Pandꝛakes, becauſe 

that although ſhe had a minde unto them, 
ene pet the ate them not, but offered them to 
an &@ the Pztelf of the moſt High, which was 
fo in thoſe dapes, and lapd them up in the 

” Lozds Youſe. Therefoꝛe mp Childzen, 

when J came unto mans ſtate, J walked 
with an ap:ight heart, and became Bap⸗ The godly 
e- ©: life of Yusbandzy unto my Fathers, and chern b. 
ws bought them the fruits of their Lands — 

u in their due ſeaſons, and my Father bleſ⸗ fer god 
= led mee, when hee ſaw how J walked ab fen. 
; plainely and ſimply. J was no buſie body ofs vert. 
1 in mp doings, J was not hurtfrill noz ons life. 
fſpitefull to mp neighbour , J rayled not 
yd upon any man, neither diſp:ayſed J the 
„ lifeof any that walkcd in ſingleneſſe of 
of minde. By reaſon hereof, when J was 
thirty prares old J tooke a Mile, becauſe 
v9 labour had conſumed my ſtrength. J never 
Ve knew the pleaſures of a woman thzough 
M . wantonneſle, but my labour made me to 
0, .  fleepe ſoundlp, and mp Father did alwaies 
5 | rejopce of mp ſimplicity. Foz whatlocver 
e  paines J toke , firff of all J offered all 
the firft fruits and the firff engendzed cat⸗ 
8 tell unto the Loꝛd by the Pzteſt, * 
1 | gave 


The Teſtament - 


gave my Father the ref, and the Lon 
donbled his benefits in my hands. Mea, 
and Jacob himſelfe perceived well * thats 
God w2ought with mp plaine dealing. 
Foz unto every poze man, and to every 
man in adverſitie, gave I of the fruits of 
the earth with a fingle heart. And nov 
my childzen, hearken, and walke in ſingle⸗ 
witha nelle of minde, foz 4 know that the Lon 
lng mm ts very well pleaſed with it. The ſingle⸗ 
— — is hearted man coveteth not gold, under⸗ 
Pes mineth not his neighbour, luſteth not af- 
ter diverſity of meates, deſireth not ſhift” 
an of apparell, noz behighteth bimſelfe long 
hearred man kime, but onely hath an epe to Gods will, 
ahbe ne: andthe ſpirits of errour can doe nothing 
chat beis. Againff him. Fo2 he can no skill to enter⸗ 
faine a fatre woman, left her (ould defile | 
his owne minde 2 w:ath overmaſrereth | 
not his wit, envic melteth not his ſoule, 
neither doth his minde runne covetouſly| 
upon gains. Foz he leadeth an upꝛight life. 
and beholdeth all things with a ſingle | 
exe, excluding all hurtfulneſſe of woaldly 
errour, leſt he ſhonld s ber⸗ſer any of the 
Commandements of God. Therefoze 
my Chlldꝛen kepe Gods Law, and hold 


faſ Platnenelle, walke on in f{mocencte, 
MW 


; 
| 
| 
þ 
j 
\ 
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of Iſachar. 
and be not fo ingquifitive in Gods ſccrets, esse 


o2 of pour Neighbours dofngs : but lobe — ö 
God and pour neighbour, pitky ſhe poꝛe 
and weake, bow downe pour backe to 
Pusbandzy, and labour in tilling ef the 
Earth, in all manner of Pusbandzy, of- 
fering pꝛeſents to the Koꝛd with thank(- 
giving, who - bleſſcd the carth with en⸗ « 
creaſe, and new ſpzing of. fruiks, as 
hee bleſſed all holy men, from Abel ts this 
dap: foꝛ there is none other poꝛtion given 
ther, than of the fatnefſe of the Earth, 
thoſe fruits come by paines taking: foz 
our father Jacob bleſſed me with the be⸗ 
nefits of the Garth, aud the firſtlings 
of fruits. Levi and Juda are glozified of 
the Lozd among the Childzen of Jacob. 
Foz God hath planted himſelfe in them, 
giving to the one the Pꝛieſthod, and to 
the other the kingdome. Thercfoꝛe obep 
vw them, and walke plainely as our Fa- obedience 
ther Jacob did. Foz unto Gad it is given {74 Paine =» 
to deſtrop the temptations of Iſracl. My on ded 
Childzen, J know that tn the lac dapes, 
pour childzen (hall forſaze plainneſſe, and 
cleave to covetouſac ſſe, let gor ianscen⸗ 
cie, and follow lebodneſſe, icave Gods 
commandements, and ſticke ants er 
lai, 


The Teſtament 


2 player lial, give over husbandzp, and gad after 

dience. wicked de bices, and therefo:e Gall thep be 
ſcattered among the heathen, and become 
bondllaves to their enemies. 

Uherefoze warn paur childꝛen of if,that 
if they ſinne, they may returne quickly 
fo the Loꝛd, foz hee is mercifull, and will 
deliver them, and bꝛing them home againe 
into their owne Land. Jam now an hun⸗ 
dꝛech and two and twenty yeares old, 
and J know not any deadlp ſinne upon 

The inno- ME. J have not knowne any woman but 
_ ofI- mp wife,neitherhave J committed vho:e- 
az:4y dome in the luſt of mine eyes. J have not 
— dꝛunke Mine unto dꝛunkennelle, neither 
habe J coveted anp pleaſant things of 
my neighbours. There hath bene no guile 
in mp heart, neither hath there any lying 
gone out of my lips. A have ben ſoꝛrp with 
eberp man that was in heavineſſe, and 
given my bꝛead to the pooze. J have not 
eaten my meate atene, noꝛ removed the 


|! | | Harken you bounds and buttels of lands. A have been 


Landiords- pitilull all the dapes of my life, and dealt 
wealthy of freely in all caſes. I have loved the Lozp 
the earth. with all mp ffrength,and all men as mine 
owne childzen. Pp ſonnes, if pou alſo doe 
the like, all the ſpirits of Bclial will flpe 


from 


III 
= 
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of Iſachar. 


from pon, and nothing that miſchic vous 
men can doe againſt por, (hall have po⸗ 
er over you. Pon ſhall bzing all wilde 
Beaſts in ſubjection to pou, becauſe pce 
habe the Lozd of Yeaven with pou, if pee 
walke with him in Engleneſſe of heart. 
And hee willed them to carry his bodp in⸗ 
to Hebron, and fo burp him there in the 
cabe with his fathers. Thus hs ſtretehed 
out his feet, and dyedin a god age, having 
all his limmes ſtrong and ſonnd, and flept 
the ſleepe of all the wozlp. 
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The Tecſtamentof Labulon, made to 
his Children at his death concerning 
compaſſion and mercy. 
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T he poore man at home,Zabulon fed, 
The ſtrunger unkzowne alſo clothed : 
When ſhip did ſaile ) But gave him wit, 
God did not faile, (To governe it. 


} 
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tohave killed him, and Joſeph falling up⸗ 2 bien to; 


The Teſtament 


of Zabulon. 
Be charge that Zabulon gave 
to his childꝛen, in the hundꝛed 
and fourteenth pere of his life, 
two and thirty pœres after the 
deceale of Joſeph. And he ſatd unto them, His cxhorta- 
Heare ye me pæ ſons of Zabulon, a good „ en. 
gift to my Father and Mother. Foz gen.. 
chen J was begotten, mp Father was 
greatly increaſed in ſherpe and cattell, 
by reaſon of the good lucke that he had, 
th:ongh the ffraked rodtes. J wiff not / 
mp Childzen, J wiſt not that J finned 
in thoſe dapes. Fo2 J conſidered not that 
J dealt wickedlp through tgnozance in 
Joſephs caſe, and mozeover concealed it 
with mp b2others from our father, howz 
beit that J wept much fo2 it in ſecret: 
fo: J was ſoꝛe afraid of my Wꝛotbers, 
becauſe they had all conſpired together 
fokill him with the ſwozd, that Gould 
bewzap that ſecret, Neverthelefſe when 
they would have killed him, J beſought 
them moſt earncffly with teares, that 
they would not doe ſuch wickednede. 
Foz Symeon and Gad came upon Joſeph. The tore of 


; War cph 
on his knees, ſaid unto them: have pittie FOO, 


upon 


The Teſtament 


bpon mee my Bꝛethꝛen, have pitic upon 
the bowels ok our Father Jacob. Lap 
not pour hands upon mee to ſhed inno⸗ 
Abena ce cent blond, foꝛ J have not ſinned againſt 
futhno yon. If J have done amifſe, nurture me 
Lore be- With <aſtifement , but lap not pour 
ewe» bre- hands upon mee fo2 gur Father Jacobs 
precious lake. Upen his ſaping of theſe words, 
oynrment- J being moved with compaſſion, came 
and wept, and mp heart melfed within 
mee, and all the ſabſfance ot᷑ my bowels 
were loſned upon my loule. Alſo Jo- 
ſeph wept, and J with him, and my heart 
frembled, and the joynts of my body qua⸗ 
Bare ir mg. ked, and J was not able to ſtand. And 
' exall fatcry. When he ſaw mee weeping with him, and 
them comming towards him fo kill him, 


he fledde behind me, and beſonght them to 


take pitie of him. Then Reuben ſtepping | 


in, ſaid: Pp bꝛethꝛen, let us not kill him, 
but let us caſt him into the dꝛy pit, that 
our Fathers digged and found no water 
in it. Foꝛ G O D laffered not any water 
fo ſpꝛing up in it, becauſe it ſhould bee a 
fafegard foꝛ Joſeph. And ſo G O D did 


kill they ſold him to the Iſmaclites. Thus 
gave J no conſent to the ſinne againſt 


Joſeph: bnt Symeon, Gad, and the * 


þ 
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of Zabulon. 


ok my bꝛothers taking money foz Joſeph, A fgureof 


the trechery 


their wives x their childꝛen. ſaying : let us tovſneſſe of 


Judas, tead 


not eate it, becanſe it is the pꝛice of our ach. 2). 


VB'ꝛochers bloud, but let us tread and tram⸗ 


ꝓle it under our feete, becauſe hee ſaid hee 


— v 
. . 


' ſhould raigne over us, and we ſhall ſee 


what his dzeames will come unto. There= 


+ foze in the Scepter of Enochs Law, it 


is w:itten of him that would not raiſe ap 
ſeed to his bzother, 1 have looſed Joſephs 


hoe. Foz when hee came out of Egypt, 


the young men unbuckled Joſehps ſhooes 


dg che Gate, and ſa wee wozſhipped Jo- 
ſeph, as if it had beone Pharaoh: and not 


onelp wozſhipped him, but alſo kneled 
downe befoze him with bluſhing, and ſo 
were wee put to ſhame befozethe Egyp- 


| tians, fo2 afterward the Egyptians heard 
_ þ ofallthe ill that wee had offered and done 
to Joſeph. After the laying of him in the 
pit, mp bothers ſet meate upon the Ta⸗ 
ble to eate. But J mourning koꝛ Joſeph, 


did taſte no meat by the ſpace of two daies 


amd two nights together, neither would 


Juda eate with them, but had an eye unto Juda care 
the pit, becauſe hee feared left Symeon f r. 
and Gad ſhould ſfep there and kill him: 

hen 


_— 7 
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ſet me to kepe him till he was ſold, He 
was in the Pitte thi dayes and th:& 
nights, without repaſt, per hee was ſold, 


When they law that I ate nothing, they 


Reuben his Ruben, hearing that her was ſold in his : 


love toward 
Joſtreb. abſence, rent his garments, and wept, 
ſaying : Bow thall J loke my Father Ja- 


cob in the face: And fherewithall taking 


monep, hee ranne after the merchantmen. 


but he caulo not finde them; foꝛ thep had 
lekt the Rings hi zh wap, and were gone 
awap apace by bie⸗Lanes, and Ruben 


ate no meat that day. Dan therefoze ©: 


comming unto him, laid - Uleep not, net- 
ther be ſad fo2 the Bop: fo2 J wot what 
Mark: the Wee map [ap untoour Father Jacob. Te 
Bercet ge. Will kill a Kidde, and ſtaine Joſephs coate 
ungodly, With the bloud of it, and ſap to him: S& 
if this be thy Sons coat oꝛ no. Fo2 when 
they intended to ſell Joſeph, they ſtripped 
him out ol our fathers coat, and put upon 
him an old coat of a bond ſervant. Sy- 
meon had gotten his coate, and would 


not deliver it us, but was minded to have 
cut it in pieces with dis ſwozd, and he 


was angry that be was pet alive, and that 
be had not flain him. Then all mp bzethzen 


Filing up together, ſaid unto him: Why | 


ſhouldeff 
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of iZabulon. 


» | QGhouldeffthoq not give it ns, ſœing that 

p | thononly art the wozker of this miſchicfe 

K in Ilſrael? Hereupon he gabe it them, and 

, - theydidas Dan had counſelled. and now, 

s m; childꝛen, J warne pon kœp the Loꝛds 2 balon his 


t, commandements, be mercifall to pour © ech. — 
neighbours, and have inward compaſſi⸗ om lebe be 


g on towards all, not onely men, but alſo e 
n. beaſts. Foꝛ in that relpe > the Lord bleſſed b: att: as 
ad me, inſomuch that when all my bzothers 
were ſick, J eſcaped withont ſickneNe. Foz 
n God knoweth every mans intent. There= The unmee. 
- foe, my childꝛen, have compaſſion in pour 33 
by bowels, becauſe that as any man dealeth cho. & their 
at } With his neighbour, ſo will God deale with alen 
fe him, Foz the childꝛen ol my bꝛothers fell 
ate | icke allo and doed fo2 Joſephs fake, be⸗ 
cauſe their fathers pitied him not, but my 
zen | childꝛen were pꝛeſerved without lickneſle, 
ved as pou know. And while J Was upon the 
don Dea-coaff of Canaan, J fell to fiſhing fo 
my Father Jacob - and whereas many 
ld | others were dzowned in the ©ca, J abode 
nuuhurt. J was the firſt that made a fiſher ber f 
he | boattofloaton the Sea. ſoꝛ God gave mee nen by 
that } underſtanding and wiſcdome therein, fo = God 
zen | that J ſet up a Patt in the boate, and ele. 


hp © faſfneda ſaile to the middeſt of the Wood, Cen. 
deſt G and 
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and coaſting along the thoze in it, I fiſhed 

The fen. £02 MP fathers houſhold, till we came into 
ler cor>af: Egypt: and fo2 pitty ſake I gave of my 
fonof Z2- fiſhing to every ffranger that J met with: 
tik there were any fo:reiner bozne, oꝛ any 
ſicke bodice, oꝛ anv aged perſon, J bopled 
my iſh and d2ciled it well accozding to e⸗ 
very mans neede, and carried it to them, 
comio:ting them and having compaſſion 
with them. And therefoze God made mer 
to catch much fiſh in the ſea. Foꝛ hee that 
giveth his neighbour, receiveth the things 
"POR multiplied of the Loꝛd. Five peores did 
his mercy in I fiſhj, glbing to every man that J ſaw, and 
giving food. ſerbing all inp Fathers houſe ſuffictent⸗ 
ly: in hat veſt time F fiſhed, and in winter 

time J ies ſh&pe with inp bꝛothers. Now 


Note 


A mercifull Mill F tell pou what J did, J ſaw a miſera⸗ 


deed to 


cloath the ble man in the deep of winter, and having 
naked. compaſſion upon him, J ſfole a garment 
pꝛivily out of mp houſe, and gave it the 

naked man. Pon therefoze,mp Childzen, 

fake pity indiffcrently ofall men, and ſhew 

mercy with the things which the Lozd 

giveth pon, and deale them abꝛoad to all 

men with a god heart. And il pe have not 
wherewith to ſuccour the needp ont of 
hand:vet have compaſſiqn on him 5 
+: ard 


coy =D 


x 


of Zabulon. 


ward mercy. J know that mp hand fo:e- Re co- 
ſlowed not to give to him that wanted and Eng abi, 
to ſpendthe time with him, inſomuch that reh. 

I have walked above le ven furlongs with A rare ex- 
ſuch a one weping,x mo heart earned upon a 
him fo2 compaſtion. ou therfoꝛe, my chil⸗ heart 
dꝛen, have earneſt and inward mercp to- 

wards all that are in miſery, that God 

having pitie up n por map be mercifull to . 4e. 
pou ltkewiſe, Fo2in the laſt dates God wil lern in mer- 
ſend his mercy upon theearth, and vhere= il bearis. 
ſoe ver he findeth inward and heartp mer⸗ 

ep there will be dwell. For lok how much 

mercy man Heweth to his neighbour, ſo 

much will God ſhew to him agatne, 20 

when wee came downe into Egypt, ſo- Joſeph re. 


< 


ſeph minded not gur cvill dealing with —＋ 
him. but Bhen he law me, it made his hart cin 
earne: whom lke pe upon, mp childꝛen. 


and learne to foꝛget the harm that is done 


to pou. Lobe ye one another, ⁊ doe not one 


of pou thinke upon anothers ill dealing: 

fo: that bꝛeaketh unity, and diſpleaſeth al! 
kindꝛed, and troubleth the minde. Foꝛ ha ren 
that ts mindfull of harm paſt, hath not the injurics, is 
bowels of mercp. Parke the water, and Gi. 
ſz how it waſheth away the ſand when 


the ſtones and timber are removed aſun- 


8 dor 
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Apt ſimili- 


Nen der. And il a bꝛoke bee d:awne into many 
ſtreames, the earth ſucketh it up, and it 
commeth to nothing: and ſo ſhall pon, if 

— rages vou be divided among pour ſelves. There⸗ 

Incerd. foꝛe divide not pour ſelves into ti. heads: 
fo: all things that God hath created, have 
but one head a piece. He hath givena man 
two ſhonlders, two hands, and two feete 2 
but pet doe all the members obep one 
head, J know by the wꝛitings of mp fa⸗ 
thers, that in the laſt dapes pe ſhall depart 
from the Lo2d, and be divided in IIrael, 
following fwo Kings, wozking all abho⸗ 
mination, and woꝛſhipping all manner of 
idols, and pour enemies ſhall take por 

he end of pꝛiſoners, ànd pou ſhall fit among the hea⸗ 
diſcord is then in all milery, tribulation and ſozrow 

7” gt mind: and afterward you ſhall remem⸗ 
ber the Loꝛd and repent, and he ſhall turn 
you againe : foꝛ he is mercifall and full of 
compaſſion , and thinketh not upon the 
lewdnelle of the childzen of men, becauſe 
they bee fleſh, and the ſpirits of errour be⸗ 
guile them in all their doings: After thts 
ſhall God Himlelfe raiſe np nnto pon, the 
light ofrightecaſitefle: x wholeſomnes, and 
mercy are in his puniſhments. Hee ſhall 
redeme all men from the bondage of — 

1al, 


of Z.abulon. 


lial, andall the ſptrits of errour ſhall bee 
/ frodendowne. and hee ſhall turne all nafi- 
dns to the following of him, and pe ſhall (ee 
God in the ſhape of man; koꝛ God hath 
choſen Jeruſalem, and God ts his Name: 
nevertheleſſe by the wickedneſſe of your 
woꝛds, pou ſhall pꝛovoke him ts wꝛath and 
ye ſhall be caſt off, till the time of full finf- 
ſhing. And now, my childꝛen, bee not (ad 
ſiꝛ mp death, neitber be pe out of heart, be⸗ 
tauſe J leave you. Foz A ſhall riſe up a- 
gaine among yon, as a Captaine in the 
midſt ok his childꝛen, c A ſhal rejopce in the 
middeſt of my Tribe, among as many 
as have kept the law of ths Lozd, and the 
tommandements of their father Zabulon. 
But as foꝛ the wicked, God ſhall bzing e⸗ Thefite ci 
|  verlaſting fire upon them, «deſtrop them te lag 
foꝛ ever. J returne to mp reff, as mp fa- day. 
thers have done: now feare pon the Loꝛd 
| pour God, with all pour ſfrength all the 
dapes of pour life. As he had ſpoken theſe 
wWoꝛds, he fell aſl&pe to his ſingular bene⸗ 


S Þ| fit: and his ſonnes laid him in a coffin, 
s ik and carrying him backe againe unto He- 
- | >ron,buryed him there with his fathers, 
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The Teſtament 
of Daa. 


| HE Copp of Dan his wo:ds 
| which hee ſpake unto them in his 


laſt dates: In the hundꝛed five and 
twentieth peare ok his life, he cal⸗ 
led his tribe unto him, and ſapd: 
Pe Childꝛen of Dan, heare mp ſay⸗ 
ings, and give he&de to the words of 
vour Fathers mouth. J liked in mine — _ 
beart, and ſbewed in mp whole life the on malt be 
thing that is good: fo? truth, jopned with confociare- 
right dealing, pleaſeth God well. J have Lics and an- 
hated hurtfall things, as lying and an- 8,01: 
ger, becanſe they teach a man all manner evil lite. 
of naughtineſſe. J confeſſe unto pou, mp $elfc-tove 
Chlldzen, this day, that J was glad in neg. 


my heart at the death of Joſeph, that true good as o- 
and good man, and rejopced at the ſelleng 


of him, becauſe our Father loved him 


moze than us. Foz the ſpirit of ſpitefulneſſe 
and pꝛide ſayd unto mer: Thou art his ſon 
to, as well as her. And one of the ſpirits 
of Belial wꝛought with me, ſaping : Take ban 
this \wozd and flay Joſeph with it, and ricetho 
when he is dead. thy father ſhall love the, nher 

This was that ſpirit of ſpitefulne ſſe which 
connſelled mer to debonre Joſeph, as the 
Leopard 
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Man pu. Kropard de voured a Kid. But the God 
God diſpo- Bf dur father Jacob did not put him into 
tech · my hands, noꝛ ſuſfer me to find him alone, 
that J might diſpatch two Scepters in 

Iſrael by committing that wickednelle. 

And now mp childꝛen, J tell pou of a frath, 

that unleſſe pou keep pour ſelbes from this 

ſpirit of lying and w2ath, and love truth 

a way; Ad long ſufferance,ye ſhall periſh. Wrath 
wan lively is blinde, my childꝛen, and no wꝛath full 
Secribed man looketh truth in the face, becauſe that 
reth his Pa- Althaugh they were © his Father and Mo⸗ 
ee ther, pet doth hee hold them all his encs 
» He know- mies. Though he be his b:other, pet b he 
broker, knobeth him not: though he be the Loꝛds 
1 Pꝛophet, vet obepeth he him not: though 
Minifter. her bea righteous man, pet he regar- 
47 rege deth him not; and though hee bee his 
righrcous. ©friend, pet he conſiderech it not. Fo2 the 


*He eonſi- Dpirit of w2ath beſetteth him with the 


dereth not 


bis friend. (Mares of errour , blinding his naturall |. 
eyes, and dimming the eyes of his minde 
by falſehood, and gibing to him a ſight |: 


ol his owne making. And wherein blea- 
reth he his eyes: In hatred ol heart, foz he 
giveth him a felfe willed heart againſt his 
bꝛother, to ſpite him, and envie him. Vp 
Sonnes, wzath is miſchievous, foz it be⸗ 

| commeth 


— mn 
* 


of Dan. 


commeth a ſoule to the ſonle, and ſubdu⸗ Tbe proper. 
eth the body to it ſelfe by overmaſfering 
the ſoule, and giveth power to the body to 
wozk all wickedneſſe. And when the ſoule 
bath w2onght, it juſtiſleth the thing done, 
becauſe it ſceth not. 

Therefoze he that is wꝛachlall, if he bee A „ rachrun 
a man of might, hath trebble power in his 2" _ 
anger. One thꝛough the help and furthe⸗ wayes. © 
rance of his Servants: Another of his r. 
riches, wherethꝛongh he perſwvadeth and 2: By een 
obertommeth his unrighteouſneſle: and a d. dim 
— of the nature of his owne body hich 

of it ſelfe woꝛketh evill. And though hee 
that is angry be a pooꝛe man, yet hath he 
his naturall power doubled. Fo2 the ſaid 
ſpirit doth alwapes further his wicked- 
neſle, by cauſing his deeds to be matched 
with lying. Wherefo:e conſider the power 
of w:athhow vaine it is. Foz he is bitter 
in ſpeech, and walketh at Sathans right 


f hand, that his v&ds may bee w2onght in 


untruſtineſle and lying. Foz Sathan doth Two inſtru- 
firlt of all ſting him by ſpec, and when wer h e. 
he hath once pꝛicked him foꝛward, har er eech: 
ſtrengtheneth him by dards, and troubleth 1“ 
his underſtanding with bitter nips and 
lolſes, and ſo pꝛoboketh his minde to _ 

ceſũive 


The Teſtament f 
Remedv a. teſſibe wzath. Therefoꝛe when any man 


30001 cpeaketh againſt pon be not moved toan- } 
ling ger: and if he pꝛaiſe you as god men, be 

9 not pütled up, noꝛ changed into boluptu- | 

ouſneſſe and ſferneneſſe of countenance. | 

Fo: when a man hearetha thing that mif- | 

liketh him, firſt it tickleth him and ings | 

eth his mind, ſo that hee thinks he hath juſt | 

cauſe to be angry. Now therefoze,mp chil⸗ 

dꝛen, il pe fall into any lofſe and hinde⸗ 

Te «5:4 Lance, be not ont of patience, foz the ſpirtt 

ol impari- Of impatience maketh men to luſt fo: the | 
ence. thing that is foꝛgone, and fo bee angry fo? 

the want of it. Beare pour loſſes willing | 

Ip, and be not out of quiet fo2 it: foz unqui⸗ 

etnes engendꝛeth anger and untruth: and 

it is e bill to have a double face. Anger and | 

untruth talke one to another, to trouble 

the underſtanding. And when the minde 

is cumbꝛed with diſdaine, the Loꝛd depar⸗ 

teth from it, and Belial getteth the doml⸗ 

nion of it, There foꝛe, mp childzen, keepe | 

the Lo2ds commandements and lawes, |. 

eſchew untruth and hate it, that the Lo2d 

may dwell in yon, and Belial flpe from 

you. Dpcake every of pou the truth to his 

neighbour, chat pe fall not willingly into 

incumberance, and ſo ſhall pe bee in — 
| an 
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of Dan 


and pe ſhall have the God of peace, + Dr 
all not pꝛeballe agatinit von. Lebe the 
Loꝛd all pour life long, and labe pee one 
another with a ſfeadfaſt beart. 452 am A provhe- 
ſure that in the latter daics ve ſhall vepart cieh mie | 
from the Loꝛd, « walk in all naughtinelle, 
wozking tbe abhominations of the Gen- 
tiles, and haunting wicked women in all 
lewdne(s thꝛough the working of deceitfull 
ſpirits in pou. Foꝛ J have read in Enoch, 
that Sathan is pour pꝛince, and that all the 
ſpirits of foꝛnication and petde, ſhall ply 
themſelves in laping ſnares fo? the chil⸗ 
dꝛen of Dan, fo make them ſinne befoꝛe 
the Loꝛd. But, my childꝛen, ſtick pœ unto 
Levi, and looke upon him in all things. 
The childꝛen of Juda ſhall ſnatch «wap o⸗ Ane. 
ther mens goods like Lyons thꝛouah co- 
vetonſneſſce. Foz this cauſc ſhall pee be led 
away with them into captivip, and there 
receive all the plagues of Egypt, and ail 
the malice of the heathen : whereupon pee 
ſhall returne to the Loꝛd and obfaine mer- 
tie, and he ſhall bzing you info his holy orvinet 
place, p:oclaim peace to pou, The EL,. iy 
ſaving health all ſpꝛing up unto jou cat „bet 
ofthe Tribes of Juda and Levi. De ſhall he an 
make warre againſt Belial, and give pour 

pong 


— —̃— rn 
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voung men the victozp in revengement. 
Her ſhall deliver the impꝛiloned ſonles ot 
the Saints from Belial, and turne pour 
Chu itt lively Unbelee ving hearts to the Lo2d, and give 
Aeſcribed. e vberlaſting peace to ſuch as call upon him. 
The Saints ſhall reff in him, and che 
righteous chall rejopce in the new Jeru- 
ſalem, which ſhall glozifie G O D fo: 
eber. Jeruſalem ſhall no moꝛe be waſted, 
noꝛ Iſrac] led into captivity, becauſe the | 
L02d ſhall be converſant among men in 
the midſt of it, and the holy One of 1ſrac! 
tall reigne over them in lowlineſſe and 
pobertie, and hee that beleveth in him, 
thall certainelp reigne in Heaven. Now, | 

my Childzen, feare the Loꝛd, and beware 

of Sathan and his ſpirits. And dzaw neare 

to God, and to the angel that excuſeth you: 

Ihriſt our foꝛ he is the mediatoꝛ betweene God and 
%cauc7- man, to ſet peace in Iſrael. He ſhall ſtand 
againſt the kingdome of the enemie, and | 
therefoꝛe will the enemie labour to over- 

th:ow all that call upon the Loꝛd : foz he 

knoweth, that whenſoever Iſrael decap- 
5 eth, then ſhall his enemies kingdome come | 
gal ae do an end. But the angeli chall freng- | 
ali tempta- then Iſracl, that hee come not to an evill 
ons. end. At that time (hall Iſracl depart from 
iniquity | 


of Dan. 
 {nlquitle, and the Lo2d ſhall viſite ſnch as 


doe his will. In all places of Iſrael and a= 


mong the Yeathen his name ſhall be, The 
Saviour. Cherefoꝛe my childꝛen keep pom 
ſelves from all nopſome dealings, and put 
from pou wzath, and all untruth. Love 
truty and mildneſſe, and loke what pon 
have heard of pour father, deliver it over 
to pour childꝛen, that the Father of natt- 
ons map receive pon, Foz he was ſoth- 
kalt, long ſuffering, mæke, lowly, and a 
teacher of Gods law by his owne wozks. 


Thereloꝛe depart from all unrighteonſ- 
nelle, that ye may ſtick to the righteouſ⸗ 
neſſe ofthe Loꝛds Law, and bury per me 


| by mp Father. Jn ſaying theſe things 
hee killed them, and ſlept the fleepe of the 
Wo:ld. and his ſonnes buried him, lap⸗ 
ing his bones by Abraham, Iſaac aud Ja- 
cob. And like as Dan had pꝛophecied to 


Ithem, that they ſhould one day neglec 


Gods law, and eſtrange themſelves from 
the ott⸗ ſpzing and native ny 4 Iſrae], 
bo came it to paſſe, 
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The Teſtament 
of Neptalim. 


F 
| hy copy of Nepralims Teffa- 

ment, concerning the things 

| | which hee difconrſedat the end of 

( : his time, in the hundꝛeth and 

two r thirtieth pear of his life. At the com⸗ 

ming of his Childꝛen together in The ſe⸗ 

venth moneth, the fourth day of the mo⸗ 

eth, he being pet in god health, comman⸗ 

2 ded a ſumptuous ſeaſt and great cheare to 
Aepꝛepared. When he awoke in the moꝛ⸗ 

ing from ſlerpe, becauſe her was even at 

deaths doe, hee pꝛaiſed the Loꝛd that had 
krengthened him, and began to ſpeake to 

His childꝛen tu this wile. 

Pp Childꝛen, give eare to Neptalim, 

jearkenfo pour Fathers wozds. J was 

0ne of Bilba, and becanſe Rachel dealt His birth. 
raftily in putting Bilha to Jacob, in her 
wne ſtead, and Bilha was delivered 
f me in Rachels lap, therefoze was J dalle der- 
alled Neptalim. And Rachel loved mee aim. 
ecauſe J was bome on her lap, and ſhee 

led me when} was alittle one, ſaying: 

Pod let mee ſee a bꝛother of thine ont of 

ie owne wombe after thee. By rea⸗ | 
n whereof, Joſeph was like to — A. 


ceſe, 
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all things accoꝛding to Rachels requeſt: 

an Joſeph Now my mother Bilha was the daughter 
| — of Rotheus, the b:other of Debora, Re. ; 
beccas nurſe, and was boꝛn the ſelfe ſat | 
His family. Dap that Rachel was boane 2 fo: Rothew|} 
was a Chaldean of Abrahams kindzed, z ] 
wozſhipper of © DD, kree bozne, ande 
noble man. Yowbeit fo:ſomnch as ha | 

was taken pꝛiſener, Laban bought him, 
and married him to a bond⸗ woman of 
his, called Eve, who b:onght him fozth a} 
ſonne, whom her named Zeliphas, after the 
name of the Caſtle wherein hee was ta⸗ 
ken. Afterward ſhe bare Bilha, calling 
her, her new haſty daughter, becauſe ſhe 
was fond of the dug as ſoone as che was 
The wiſe- boꝛne. And becauſe J was as (wilt of 
neſsot Nep feat as à Stag, my father Jacob appopn- 
Gan.49- fed me to run of all meſſages and errands, 
and bleſſed mee by the name of a Stagge. 
Fo: as the potter knoweth what his vel: 
ſell Gall containe , and tempereth his 
quantity of clap thereafter : ſo the Lo? 
Gods wie- Maketh a mans body pꝛopoꝛtionable to 
conn we. the ſptrit that he will put into tt, and fit 
SE. » let forts feth the ſpirit to the ability ol the body, (i 
| Gs as there is no inequality oz oddes be 
Ih — FLtiwirt them: fo; all che Lozds creatine 


” ea am oo .. 1 


of Neptalim. 
are made by weight, meaſare, and rule. 
And as the potter knoweth the ufe ofcve- 
wvrpol them to what things they ber mee⸗ 
tei, ſo the Lozd knoweth the body, how 
5; farfo:th it is fit foꝛ goodneſſe, and when 
ait beginneth in evill. Foz there is not any 
Creature reaſonable, noz unreaſanable, 
which the Lozd knoweth not, fo: hee hath 
mn} creatcd all men after his owne image: 
of and asmans ftrength ts, ſo is bis worke, 
= as is his will, ſo is his woꝛke : as is his 
ca fozecalf, ſo is his doing: as is his heart, fo 
tts his mouth: as is his eye. ſo is his ſleep: 
Wy andas ts his minde, ſo is his talke either 
we ofthe Law cf the 1,920, o: of the Law of 
da Belial. And loke what dtverſity ta be⸗ 
olf tweene light and darknefſe, os betweene 
light and hearing, the ſame diverſity is 
th2re in man and woman. Netther is it ta 
be ſaid that there fs any bitterneCſe in a⸗ 
ny thing either of the face, oz of other like 
things. Foz God hath made all things 
good in their oꝛder oꝛ degree, he hath (cf 
the five wits in the head, and knit the 
head to the neck, and covered it with hatre 
fo: his glezy. Pozeover, he hath alligned) 
the heart to wiſedome, the belly to the a- 
boydance of the fomarke , the bzeaſt to 
* Þ health, 


mutt bee 
done in 
time and 
order, 

The reaſon» 
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health, the Liver fo anger, the gall to 
bitterneſfe,fbeſplenc to laughter, the kids 
neys ts craftineſſe, the loines to ſtrength, 
the ribbes to comelineſſe, the ſeed to luſtt- 


all ting neſſe, and ſo foxth. So mp childꝛen doe all 


things in oꝛder, and in the keare of God, 
neither doe per any thing diſoꝛderly in 
ſcoꝛne, oꝛ ont of due ſeaſon. Foz thou 
canſt not command the eye to heare, nei⸗ 
ther canſt thou doe the woꝛkes of light in 
darkneſſe. Zherefo:e haffe pe not to marre 
pour doings through covetouſneſſe , o: 
to beguile pour owne ſoules with kond 
talke. Fo2 by holding pour peace witha 
cleanc heart, pc (all bee able to keepe the 
will of God, and to caſt away the will of | 
the devill : the Sunne, Pone and Stars 
bꝛeake not their oꝛder, neither bzeake pon 
Gods Law in the oꝛder of pour doings. 


The Genrilcs by going aſtrap, and by |- 


fozſaking the Lozd, have changed their | 
oꝛder, and followed ſtocks, and ſtones, and 
ſpirits of errour. But doe you not ſo (my 
childzen:) know per that pour onelp one 
Sod is the Loꝛd in the ſkles, on the earth, in 
the Sea, and of all creatures, fo he is the 
maker of them. And be not like Sodome, 
which altereth the oꝛder of her * : 

e⸗ 


a amanthat poureth ont mercy + righteoul⸗ 


of Neptalim. 


likewiſe the Watchers altered the oꝛder 
of their nature, and they whom God cur- 
ſed in the flond, making the earth deſolate 1 
and frultleſle foz their ſakes. Py childꝛen. prof necierh 
J ſay theſe things, becauſe J have read _—_ ch. 
in the holy wzitings of Enoch, that you dien. 
alſo ſhall depart from the Koꝛd, and walke 
in all the wickednefle of Sodome, and the 
Loꝛd (hall bzing thꝛaldome npon pon, fo 
as pon thall ſerve pour enemtes, ⁊ be pin⸗ 
ched with all manner of tribulation 4 pain, 

till Godconſume pou every one:and when 
vou be made few and mall, pe Hall turne 
àͤgaine and know the EZ02d pour God, and 
hee fall bꝛing pon agatne into vour o une 
land, acco2ding to his manifold mercy. 
Arnd it ſhall come topaſſe, that when they 
|: ſhall be come into the countrey of their fa⸗ 
thers, thep ſhali f:2gct the Loꝛd againe. 
” and deale wickedly, ſa as the Lo2d ſhall 

ſcatter them all over the face of the whole 
earth, till in the mercp of the Loꝛd come 


nes upon all men both far andn&xrMFoz in 
the rl. year of mp life,upon mount Oliver, 
foward the eaſt ſide of ]cruſalem, J ſaw A viſizn, 
the Dun and Poneſtand ſtill, and behold 
eo my e father ſaid to us, Come 

YÞ 2 hither 
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hither apace, and everp one of pon fake 
holde, accoꝛding to his ſtrength, fo2 the 
Sunne and Poone map bee caught. And 
wee came running all together, an Levi 
caught holde of the Sunne, and Juda 
jumping up, caught holde of the Poone, 
and were both of them [Med up with them. 
And when as Levi became as the Sunne, 
à certain young man delivered him twelve 
boughes of Palme træ, and Juda ſhined 
as the Poone and twelve beames oꝛ raies 
were under his f&te, and Levi and Juda 
running together, bcheld one another. | 
And behold there was a Bull upon earth 
that had great hoꝛnes, and Cagles wings 
pon his backe, and wee would hive | 
caugbt him, but we could not: fo2 Joſeph 
ſtepping befoze us, caught him, and moun⸗ 
ted aloft npsn him. And behold , there | 
appeared unto us an holy w:iting , fay- | 
ing: the Aſſyrians, Medes, Elamir es, Ge. . 
lathitcs, Caldces and Syrians, all holde 
the Sceptcr of 1ſracl in thzaldome : And 
againe, a ſeven moneths after, IJ ſaw ont 
father Jacob ſtanding inthe ſea of Jamma, 
and us his Domes with him. And be⸗ 
hold, tvere came a (hip ſayiiug by, full ii 
dzyed fleſh, without Pariner 03 1 — 
Þ 


£ 


q 


15 3 
8 
; the ſtoꝛme, were carried into the ſea, and 
| our ſhip was filled with water, and wea- 


wy 
ve 
ied 


of Nepralim. 
Upon the ſhip was wꝛitten Ja: obrand our 


1 Father ſaid to us, let ns goc into aur ſhip. 


/ When we were within it, there roſe a ſoꝛe 


| tempel, and a mighty gale of winde, and 


our father who held the ſterne, flew away 
from us, and then wee being toſſed with 


; ther-beaten, and tone on all ſtdes. Then 


4 Joſeph fled out in the boat, and we all were 
3 divided upon twelve beads, and Levi and 
Juda was among us, ſo were we ſcattered 
on all coaſts, and Levi being clad in ſack⸗ 
cloth, pꝛaped unto the Ls2d foꝛ us all. As 
ſoone as the tempeſf was allated, the ſhip 
tame quietly to land, and behold our Fas 
ther Jacob came, and we rejoycedallto- 
; gether with one minde. J told my father 
thele two dꝛeames, and he laid to me theſe 
- || things muſt bee fulfilled in their time , 

and Iſrael mnff indure many things. 
Then laid he further to me, J beleeve that 


Joſeph is alive, foꝛ J fee that the Lozv 
doth alwaies number him with us. And 
he ſaid, Thon liveſt mp ſonne Jofeph,but 


— e 


l 
| 


yet I lee thee nat, rteither leeft thon Jacob Remorſe of | 


that begat thee : tralp he made us to weep more o- 
u theſe wozds of his, and my bowels p-» <ontcl- 
| D 3 glowed 


— 
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glowed within mes, to bewꝛay unto him 
that Joſeph was ſolde, but J was affraid 0 
| of mp Brothers. Behold, my ſons,J have 
1 ſhewed you the laſt times, and all things 
— | that ſhall be done in Iſrac!. Pon there⸗ 
foze command pour childꝛen to bee helpe⸗ 
full unto Levi and ſuda. Fo2 by Juda 
ſhall health and welfare ſpꝛing up unto . 
Iſracl, and in him ſhall Jacob bee bleſſed. 
Foz bp his ſcepter ſhall God appeare. and 5 
dwell among men upon earth, to ſave the 
flocke of Iſrael, and to gather the righte- | 
vy deing dus from amongſt the Heathen. Py chu⸗ 
ele dꝛen ik von doe well, both Men and angels 
men bleded, Hall pꝛatſe and bleſſe you, and God ſhall 
—— bee glozifted by you among the Gentiles, 
ed. r the Divell ſhall fipe from pon, the beaſts | 
| chall ſtand in awe of you, and the Angels 
tall receive pon. Fo? like as if a man 
bꝛing up his childe well, the childe giveth | 
and ende voureth alwaies to bee mindful! : 
and thankefull : So of god wozks fhcre is 
a goed remembꝛance with God: but as 
fozhim that doth not good, him ſhall men 
and Angels curſe, and God ſhall be diſho- 
noured thꝛough him among the Gentiles 
and the ZDevill ſhall poſſeſſe him, as a pe⸗ 
cular veſſell and — R 2 8 
| eals 


of Neptalim. 


beaffs ſhall obermaſter him, and the Loꝛd 
ſbal hate him. Fo2 the commandements 
of the law are of two ſoꝛts, and are fulfil- 
led in woꝛk. Foꝛ there is a time foꝛ a man 
to company with his wife, and a time to 
he ⸗ | fozbeare her, that hee may give himſelfe fo 
da pꝛaper. There are two commandements 
nto which bzeod ſinne, except they bee done in 
fed. their due o2der, and ſo it is in the reſt of 
and the commandements. Therefoze be pou 
the wiſe and ſkilfull in the Loꝛd, knowing the 
te- oꝛder ok his commandements, x the lawes 
hil- or all things that God map love pon. Yaz 
xels ving commanded them many ofhcr ſuch 
ball things, her pzaped them to conveigh his 
les, bones to Hebron, and to burp him by his 
aſts Fathers. And ſo eating and dꝛinking with 
gels a merry heart, he covered his face and dy⸗ 
nan ed. And N eptalims childzen did all things 
veth atcoꝛding as their Father had comman⸗ 
ded . | 


iſho- 
tiles, 
a pe- 
d al 
eat 


"The Teſtament of Gad made to his 
Children at his death, concerning 
hatred. 


Tou that excel in Martial feates 
Loe Gad, but GO D obey : 

Left in Gads wrath you G G D offens, 
 ELndleſe pom hoped prey. 
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The Tellme of Gad. 


” He copy of Gads Teſfament.and 
\ | of the things that he ſpake to his 
childꝛen, in the hindꝛed + ſeventh 
[ yere ofhis life, ſaying: J was Ja- 
| cobs ſebenth ſon, and ſkilfuͤll and ffrong, 
| tnkeping of ſheep. I kept the flockes by 
[ night, 4 when there came anp Lyon, Leo- cad a g 
{ pard, Wolfe, Beare, oꝛ other wilde beaſf Cs. 
upon our cattell, J ran to it and killed it. 
Joſeph alſo did f&ede ſheepe with us about 
à thirty dayes : who being tender, fell ſicke 
by reaſon of overmnch heate, and went 
home to Hebron to his father, whom bee 
F lodged by himſclfe, becauſe he loved him. 
And Joſeph told our father, that the ſons 
of Bilha waſted his geods at Zil pha, and 
made havock of them without the know- 
iedge of Judaand Ruben, Fez he knew 
that Jhadrecſcued a lambe cut of a beares 
mouth, and killed the keare, and that be⸗ 
caule the lambe could not live { which 
thing grie ved me) we killed if allo and ste 
lt. He told our father of it. and our bꝛothers 
were greatly diſcontented with his do⸗ 
ing, even to the day that her was ſoid into 
Egypt and the ſpirit of hatreb was in 
mex, inſomucb as J could not finde in iny 
, heart to heare Joſeph ſpeake, oꝛ to fee him. 
becauſe 
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16-146 becauſe her had rebuked nsopenly, foz ea | 
com. ting the lambe without Juda. To be ſhot, | 
plunn3'2. he made our father beleeve whatſoever he | 
told him. But now J acknowledge m 

ſinne, mp childꝛen, that J was often in 
minde to have killed him, foꝛ J bated him 
ſrom my heart, and J was ntterly with⸗ 
out compaſſion towards him and the caulſe 
ok this my great hatred towards him, 
dee was his dꝛeams: Therefoze J would have 
reames · de boured him, as an Dre eateth up graſle 
from the earth. And foz that canſe J and 
Juda ſolde him to the Iſmaelites foꝛ thirty 
gildernes, of the which we kept awap ten 
p2ivily,and Gewedthe other twenty to our 
bꝛethꝛen. And ſo covetouſneſſe perſwaded | 
me to wiſh his death. But the God of our | 
Fathers delivered him out of mp hands, 
fo the intent J ſhould not ds ſuch wicked- | 
neſſe in Iſrael. And now mp childꝛen give 
eare to the woꝛds ol truth, that pe map live 
righteonſly, and keepe the law ofthe high | 
elf, and not goe aſtray thꝛough the Spirit 

of hatred, foꝛ that is evill in all mens do- 

ings. Mhatſoever another man doth , 

that doth the hater miſlike and abhoze. 

Ik one keepe the law of the Loꝛd, he pꝛap⸗ 

ſeth it not:if one feare the Lozd,and deale 

_ righte- 


of Gad. l 


righteonſly , Him hee loveth not, but diſ⸗ 
pꝛatſeth the truch. her envyeth him that oꝛ⸗ | | 
dereth his wapes aright, h& tmbzaceth | 
backbiting, he loveth ſcoꝛnekulneſſe: x be⸗ f 
canſe that hatred hath blinded his minde, J 
he doth to his neighbour as wee did to Jo- 1 
ſeph:therfoꝛe my childꝛen kep pour ſelves 0 
from hatred, becauſe it committeth wic⸗ 1 
kednelle even agatnſt the Loꝛd; foz it will 
not heare the woꝛds of Gods commande⸗ 
ment, concerning the loving of a mans 
neighbour, but ſinneth ſpitefully againſt 
Sod. It a bꝛother offend , by and by it 
blaſeth him abꝛoad, and is haſty to have 
bim condemned and killed, oꝛ puniſhed fo2 
his offence. And if the offender bee a ler⸗ 


8 vaͤnt oz bondman, it accuſeth him to his 


maſter, and de viſeth all means that may i 
be to perſecuts him, and to put him to death py 
ik it be poſſible : fo2 hatred wozketh with 
ſpitefulneſſe, and is alwaies ſo2rp to heare 
oꝛ ſee men goe foʒ ward o2 pꝛoſper in well 
doing. Foꝛlike as love beareth good will 
eden to the dead, and wiſheth them alive, a compa. 
and would (it it were poſſible ) ſtay them 
from death, which are condemned to dye: 
So hatred ſeeketh to flap the living, and 
deemeth them of life which _ 

offen- 
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dffended never ſo lightly. Foz the ſpirit 

of hatred doth thzongh cancred froward- 

neffe of heart,wozk jointly with Sathan in 

all things, even to the death and de- 
ffructton of men. But the ſpirit of love 

doth thꝛough long ſuflerance wozke with 
Gods law to the welfare of men. Hatred 
re proper - ig e bill, becauſe it abideth with lying, ſpea⸗ 
of batred. Ring continually againſt the truth, ma- 
king a great adoe of ſmall matters, over- 
ſhadowing the light with darknoſle, coun- 
ting ſweet to bee ſaw:e, teaching flande- 
rouſneſſe, war, wꝛong, and abundance ok 
all miſchtefe , and finally filling the heart 

with divelliſh poiſon. Py childꝛen, J ſpeak | 
theſe things upan experience , to the in- 
tent yan Gonld eſchew hatred, and ſficke 
to godly lobe. Kighteouſaeſſe dꝛiveth out 
hatred, and lowlineſſe killeth it, foꝛ a righ⸗ 
teons and lowly perſon is aſhamed to 

- 3 doe wꝛong, not foꝛ feare of rebake, bat fo: 
bed. k᷑konſctence ſake, becauſe God leeth his in- |; 
tent. B2zbackbiteth no min, becauſe the 

feare of the higheſt overcommeth hatred: 

fo; the feare of the Land off2nadeth not,nei- | 

ther will doe any min w291x3, no not even | 

in thauxhf.Atlength J came td the know- | 
ledge oftheſ; things, wien J had repen⸗ 
fed, 
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ted mee of my dealings foward Joſeph. 8 
Foz the true Repentance that is accoz- þ 
ding to Gods will, moztifieth a man to | 
bbedlence, chaſeth awspdarlneſſe,enligh- ' 


teneth tbe eyes, giveth knowledge to the 1 
minde, and leadeth the ſoule to ſalvation. = 
And whatſoever men know not of them⸗ 1 


ſelves, that both Nepentance teach them. | 
Foz it bꝛought upon mee the paine of the 
heart and if my father Jacobs pꝛapers had 
not bene, ſurely J had dyed out of hand. 
Fozlocke wherein a man ſiuneth. by the 


5 ſame her is puniſhed. Foꝛ as much there⸗ 
fkoꝛe as mp heart was mercilefle toward 


* Joſeph, I ſuifercd Gods rigoꝛous juſtice 
in my heart by the ſpace of rf. moneths, 
that the time of mp puniſhment might 
| fallout eben, with the time that J urged 
| the ſelling of Joſeph. Now therefoze my | 15 
childzen, each ol pou lobe his b:others, and Love conſi- F 
| put away hatred from pour hearts, loving {1 in 
one another in deede, wozd, and thought 2 
ol minde. Foꝛ befo:e my fathers face 1 
Fake mildiy of Joſeph, but behinde his 
backe the ſpirit of hatred darkened my 
underſtanding, and tempted my minde ts 
4 kill han. UWtherefore love pe ene another 
4 beartily:anvifany of — offend _— 
m 
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him of it gently, dziving out the popſon 
of hatred, and foſtering no deceit in heart. 
And il the oſtendoꝛ con'efle it, and bee ſozry 
fo2 it, gibe it him: and ik her deny it, ſtrive 
not with him, icft hee fall te ſwearing, 
and ſo ſinne double. Let no ffranger 
heare roi uttering one anothers ſecrets 
in variance, leſt hæ turne to bee pour ill⸗ 
willer, and wo:ke ſ:me great miſchleſe 
agaialt pu. Fo2 he wil talke guile fully 
with the and undermine the to doe thee a 
ſhzewd turne, taking his popſon at thine 
owne hand. Therefoꝛe if he deny it, andbe 
aſhamed of it, and hold his peace when he 
is rebnked, dꝛaw him not out, fo2 in denp- | * 


ing he rcpentcth him, ſo as hee will no |: 


moꝛe offend thee, but honour thee, and feare 
ther, and be in quiet. But if he be naſhame- | 7. 
fac't,and abive by his naughtineſſe, then re⸗ 
fer the re vengement of it to God with all 
bene thy heart, Ik another man pꝛolper moze 
periy. than thou, bee not grie ved at it, but pzay | 
= be fb2 him, that hee may have perfec pꝛolpe⸗ 
to your pro- Tity. Foz peradventure it map bee to if 
fit, pour owne benefit. And if he bee exalted 
moze and moze, envie him not, but re- 
member that all fleſh ſhall die: and pzaile 


God foz it, who giveth god and p;ofitable 
things 


of Gad. 


things toatl men. Deke the Loꝛds judge = 
ments, and ſo thy mind ſhall let him alone 
and be in quiet. Now, if a man bee enrt- 

ched by evill meanes, as Eſau my Fa- 
| thers bꝛother was,envie him not: koꝛ in ſa 
doing pe controll the Loꝛd, who either 
taketh away his benefits from the wicked, 
ez leaveth them kill to the repentant, oz 
elle reſer veth them in the unrepentant to 


their endleſle puuichment. Foz the poꝛe d orm 


man having ſufficient of all things, gt- N 


e :  ched of - men, ——— men . bim no 


10 | other with a right meaning minde. Alſo 

re | | will yon pour childꝛen to honour Levi and 
juda, fo; out of them-ſhall the Loꝛd make a propheey 
e- the Saviours of Iſrael to come. J know 
that in the end pour childzen ſhall depart 

rom them, and walke in all maner ofmiſ- 


— 


2 
N 


zay chie le, nanghtineſſe and coꝛruption befoze 
pe- he Lozd. And alter a little panſing he ſaid 
e tg Againe: Pp Sons, heare me pour Father, 
ted {ory me by mp Fathers: And lo plucking 
re- Ip his feet, he flept in peace: and after five 
zalle Pers they carried him thence,andlaid him 
able {With his fathers in Hebron. 
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es ſaith Aſer, are pre par d 


J 
for men: the one for jo 


T he laſt for death. Ihe firſt is beſt 


brt this breeds ſore aunoy. 


Two wa 
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o of Aſer. 

of E Copy of Aſer his Teſtas 

5 ment, and ok the things that 
1 her ſpake to his Childzen in 
? the 120. peare of his life ; be- 


ing ſill in health, he ſald unto them: Yee 

2 childzen ok Aſer, harken unto pour father, 

2 will ſhew pon all things that are right 

| befozethe Lozd. The Koꝛd hath given r. wayes 
two wapes unfo the Sonnes of men, ann 


to walke in; 


— =_ 
* 


e eie 


two mindes, two doings, two places, and 

two ends: ane therefo:e all wapes map 

be one; pea, though they be contrartes, as 

are the wales of good and evill. Alſo there Two minds 

are two minds in our bzeaſfs, which doe $04 and 

move us either to honeſty oꝛ diſhoneſty. . 

Thereloꝛe if a man bee ledde to goodnelle, 

all his doings are occupied about righte⸗ 

onſne{ſe 2 and if that hee doe any thing a⸗ 

mille, by and by he repenteth him: foz in 

as much as his mind is bent unto righte⸗ 

duſneſſe, he putteth away nanghtineſle , 

and out ok hand amendeth his misderdes, 

and cozrecteth the coꝛruptions of his mind. 

But if his minde incline unto evill, all 

his doings tend nnto nanghtineſle, in ſa 

much that hee thꝛuſteth away the good, 

and taketh nnto him the bad, becauſe be 
J is 


The Teſtament 

is under the dominion of Belial- and if 

He doe any good thing, bee turneth the 

fame unto cvill. Foꝛ ik hee begin to doe a- 

ny good, he bzingeth the end of his do⸗ 

ings to an evill wozke, becauſe the trea⸗ 

fare of his heart is infected with the ve- 

nome of a divellich and miſchievous Dpt- 

rit: and cherefoze the evill overmattereth 

the good in his minde , and b2ingeth the 

end of the thing to naughtineſſe. Some 

man ſheweth compaſſion upon him that 

ſerveth his turne in naughtineſſe, that 

Divers forts man hath two faces, and that beede of his 
ot couble is ſtarke lewoneſſe. Another man loveth 
engracionſneſſe, and he is lewd likewiſe : 

and although he could finde in his heart to 

die fo: the compaſſing of his cvill, pct t! 


is manifeſt that hee ts double faced, an? 


vis doing ts altogether ſſarke naught, 
Foz his love being but lewdnefſe , doth 
as it were cloake his evill with a good 
Name, whereas the dzift of his doings 
Tae a. kendeth unto a wicked end. Another ſtea- 
wickedociſe leth, doth open w2ong, pilleth andpolleth, 
delcridede ig covetous, and pitteth not the poꝛe. h 
allo hath a double face, and all this is 
tarke naught ; ko; in being niggardly te- 
wards bis neighbour, be pꝛovoketh — | 
| 24 


Fives, Now, though plaine dealing men 
| | J 2 
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w2ath, and denyeth the Higheff, in not pi- 
tying the poꝛe. Yee deſpiſeth and ſpiteth 
the Lowd, Which is the Commander of 
the Law: he ſutfereth not the poꝛ to reſt, 
he defileth his 6wne ſonle to make his bo⸗ 
dy gap, hee killeth manp, and pitieth kew: 
this is the part of a double faced perſon, 
Another committeth whoꝛedome and fo2- 
nication, oꝛ vexeth many men pitcoully 
with his power and riches, and pet abſtai⸗ 
neth from meates: his faſf is naught, foz 
hee doth the Commandements boith an 
evill conſcience, and that is a double faced 
dealing, Which is altogether naught. 
Duch manner of folke are right wine, and 
Hares, do they ſœme to be halfe cleane: 
but in berp deed they be utterlp uncleane. 
P31 therkoꝛe, my childꝛen, become nat like 
them, neither hear 5.1: in one hoy two 
ices, the one of goobnelle, and the other 
of naughgtinelle, but fficke alonelp unto 
godneſle 2: fo2 in gooneſſe doth Gov reſt, God ai. - 
E men like well of it. Shun naugbtineſle, drr pe 
and kill the devill in your god works: foz dealer. 
they that are double faced,fcrve not Gov, 
but their owne laffs, becauſe they ſecke 
to pleaſe Belial, and ſuch as are like them⸗ 


and 


— , ——— - — — 
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Tve Prep® and ſuch as pꝛetend but one face are ta⸗ 
judgement Ken koz offenders at the hands of ſuch as 
oike world beare two faces, pet are they righteous 
good or had befoꝛe G OD. F02 manp in killing 
wicked perſons, doe two wozkes at once, 

namely, good bp evill : but indeed, the 

Whole wozke is god, becauſe that he which 

| bath roted out the cvill, hath deſtroped it. 
her kinds Dome man hating his neighbour , mer⸗ 
CO cifully blameth him foz his advoutrie, 
ec men.  o2theff, ſuch a one is donble faced 2 but 
pet ts the whole woꝛke god, becanſe her 
folleweth the Lozds example, not re⸗ 


ſpectii:g what ſeemeth good, when it ts e⸗ 
vill in deede. Another will not male 
merrp with riotoꝛs, leff hee ſhould ben 
ſtained by them, and defile his owne ſoule. 
This man alſo is double faced, but pet 
are all his doings god, and he is like a Roe 
oꝛ a Stagge, which in a common wilde 
heard ſcem to ber uncleane, and pet are all 
together cleane, becauſe hæ walked in the 
zeale ofthe Lozd, ſhunning and hating 
thoſe whom God willeth to bee ſhunned, 
in his Commandements, and fo killeth 
he evill with wel⸗ doing. Ser therefoze m 
Sonnes, how there are two in all things, 


one agatuſt the other, and the one hidden 
under 


8 
g 1,8 
COT, 
1 
xe 
2 
122.0 


of Aſer. 


under the ather. Death ſuccædeth folife, 
ſhame to gloꝛp, night to dap, and darke- 
nelle unto light. All righteous things 
are under light and life, and therefoze doth 
eternall life overmaſter death. It is not 
to bee ſapd that truth is untruth, righte⸗ 
: onſneſſe unrighteouſneſſc, oz right wrong, 


led all theſe things in mp like, and not 
; | frayed from the truth of the Loꝛd, but 
': ſonght ont the Commandements of the 
- Higheſt, fo the uttermoſt of my power, 
and walked with one face in godneſle. 
Take hed therefoze,mp Childzen, to the 
| 1 Loꝛds Commandements, and follow the 


| becauſe that as all things are under God, ** 


rer his 
hreaus 


| ſo all truth is under light. J have pꝛacti⸗ living. 


truth with one fingle face. Foꝛ they that ponbie f 
2 arc double faced, hall be double puniſhed : ed. hes. 
The ſpirit of errour hateth the man that? 


* 2 fighteth againſt it, Keep the Law of the 
| 7 Lozd, and regard not evill that ſeemeth 
- | good, but have an epe fo the thing that 
x 1: god indeed, and keepe the ſame, retur⸗ 
„ning to the Koꝛd in all his Commande⸗ 
b ments, and reſting upon him: fo2 the 
1 ends whereat men doe ayme, doe ſhew 
I their righteoulnelle. And know the An- 
n gels of the Ho: from the Angels of 
x | I 3 Dathan, 
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rits, pour ſoules ſhall be toꝛmented of the 


The Teſtament | 
Sathan. Foz if pee cleave to wicked ſp- | 


wicked Spirit whom pee ſerve, in wicked 
luſts and woꝛkes. But tf pc quietly and 
cherefally acquaint pour ſelves with the 
Angell of Peace, he ſhall comfozt pou in 
pour life time. My childzen, become not 
like the Sodomites, which knew not the 
Angell, and periſhed fo: ever. Foz J am |: 
fare that pon (hall ſinne, and bee delivered 
into the hands of pour enemies, pour land 
ſhall be laid waſte, and pour ſelves ſhall be 
fcattered into the fonre cozners of the 
earth,and bee deſpiſed as unp2ofitable wa⸗ 


A prophecy Fer in pour diſperſing abꝛoad, untill the | 14 


of Chriſt 


his huma. 
nity, 


higheſt do viſite the earth eating and dꝛin⸗ 
king as a man with men, and bzeaking /? 
the ſerpents head in pieces without noyſe; | - . 
Mee ſhall ſave Iſrael, and all the Heathen | 

by water, being G D D hidden in man. 
Therefoze fell pour childꝛen theſe things 

that they neglect not Gods Law written ; 
in the tables of heaven. Foz the time will 
come, that they ſhall give no credit to thi 
Aaw ol the Lo:d. And pon falling unte! 
naughtineſſe, ſhall deale wickedly again 
God, giving no heed to his Law, but unt 
mens commandements. Foz this _ 1 
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| 


e 
1 
U 
be 


of Aſer. ! 
chal pee be ſcattered abꝛoad, as my 1320s 


thers Sad and Dan, which were not ac⸗ 


! quainted with their owne conntrep, tribe 


and tongue. Neverthelefle the Lo2d ſhall 
gather yon together againe in faith, foz 
the hope of his mercp, foz Abraham, I- 
ſaac and Jacobs ſake, When hee had ſo 
ſatd, he commanded them to burp him in 
Hebron. And he died, i ping a good fleepe, 
and afterward his ſonnes doing as he had 
|] willed them, carried him back and buried 
7 him with his Fathers. | 


\ 


; 


ES: 


Teſtament of Joſeph, made to 


his Children at his death 
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Joſeph teach thee 


Let 


e and Chaſtitie 


| Lov 


So. ſhalt thou have 


ug bleſſed life, 


Alo 
Voyd 


| 
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of all firife, 


e 


rave, 


rhy gr 


Even to 


The Teſtament 
of Joſeph. 


P Sonnes and mp 1B:ethzcn, 
NI pee Joſeph, the welbelo⸗ 
| bed of Iſrael. My childꝛen, heare 
vour Father. J have known in 
my life En vie and Death , with the which 
my Biꝛethꝛen would have deſtroyed mee. 
Foz they hated me, and God loved mee: ab 
they would have killed mee, and the God 
of my Fathers kept mee: they put me in⸗ 
to a pit, and the moſt High bꝛought mer 
out againe. J was ſold as a bondman, and 
the Loꝛd made me fre.and his ſtrong hand 
helped me. J was kept in hunger, and the Go hel. 
Lozd himſelfe nouriſhed mee: J was jm M 
left alone, and the Loꝛd comfoꝛted męgeg ae: M 
AZ was ſicke, and te Lo viſited me: 1 
J was in pꝛiſon, and the Saviour made 
i mee glad: J was faffened in chaines, 
: and the Loꝛd unbound mee: Oer plea- 
: ded my cauſe in the accuſations of the E- 
gyptians; and not onelp celivercd mæ 
from Envie and Deceit, but alſo exal⸗ 
ted mer, inſomuch that Putipl.ar , chicte 
Steward of Pharaohs Honſe , bib lend 
me lodging, where J was in j:9paidyp of 
my 


The Teſtament 


my life,bp reaſon of a ſhameleſſe woman, 
which enticed me to doe naughtineſfe with 
her, thionxh the flame of volnptuouſneſſe 
burning about her bꝛeaſt. J was caſt in 
pꝛtſon fo2 her: I was beaten and mocked 
fo: her, pet the Koꝛd canſed the Keeper of 
the Pꝛiſon to bee moved with mercy to- 


God never yards mee. D koꝛſaketh not chem chat 


forſakes his. 


feare him, neither in darkenelle, neither 
in bonds, neither in tribulattons, oꝛ ne⸗ 
ceſſtties. GO D ts not aſhamed as man, 
neither dꝛeadeth he as mon, neither cha⸗ 
keth o2 ſhzinketh He fo2 feare as earthly 
men. H vis p2eſ:nt in all places in their 
molt grievous ſoꝛrowes hee comftorteth 
his. He go2th away foꝛ a ſeaſon, to try fs 


Joſph eon · thoughts of their ninde. He found mer 


ſtant in ten- 


tations. 


Sufferanc: 
what it 16+ 


fraTy in ten Temptations : and in e⸗ 
berp ane J was conſkant and pꝛeſerved. 
Fo: ſufferance is a great medicine, and 
cauſeth mich godneſſe. How often did che 
Egyptianthꝛeaten my death 2 Baw often 
was J pnitſhed, and pet the wo nan cal⸗ 
led me ag in: H 1 alten did the thꝛeaten 


me to die, becauſe J waald not have to doe 


with her! She ſaid unto mee, Thou chalt 
have governance of mee, and all that be 
mine, ifthon wilt give thy lelfe unto mee, 

any 


of Joſeph. 
and obey my delire, and thon ſhalt be Lo2d 
ober us. But J remembꝛed the woꝛds of 


my Father Jacob, and entring into my vempration- 


chamber, made mp pꝛaper to the Loꝛd, and 


faſfed ſeven dapes, pet J appeared unto we. 


the Egvptian, in the ſelfe ſame eſtate of 


body, as if I had lived in pleaſures and de⸗ n fare 


lights. Foz they chat faſt foz GD D,re- 


 - ceibebeantp of face. Mhen J had wine 


given unto mee, J dꝛunke none: and fa- 
Ting thee dapes, J tooke mp meate dat⸗ 
Ip, and gave it to the ſicke and needy, and 
early J awaked unto the Loꝛd, and west 
foꝛ Memphetica the Egyptian, becauſe ſhe 


was evermoze troubling of mee. Sher 4 crafry | 
came unto mee in the night, as though ſhee Poms 


would have viſited mer. And firſt truelp, 
becauſe ſhe had never a fon, ſhe ſained to 
take me as her ſon. And J pꝛayed to God 
to ſend her a ſonne: unttll which time hee 
embꝛaced me, as though J had bene her 
lonne, and J perceived not the cauſe. And 
fo: a conclusion, Hee dzetw mee to have 
done foꝛnication with her, and 7 remem⸗ 
bꝛing my ſelle. was ſozrowfull to the death, 
And When ſher was gone out, J came to 
my ſelfe,and ſoꝛrowed many daxes 2 fo2 A 
perceived her deceit and errour. And A 
ſpake 
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ſpake unto her the woꝛds of the moſt high 
God, ik peradventure ſher might bee tur⸗ 
ned away from her pernicions concupi⸗ 
mee leence. Panp times as to a holy man | 
bai, the ſpake flattering wozds to mee, not 
without deceit, lauding mp chaſtitie be⸗ 
foze her Husband, which would ntterly | 
have deſtroyed m& : boch manifeſfly and 
ſecretly ſhe laid unto mee, Feare not my 
Musband, foz he is perſwaded of thy cha- | 
ſtitie. Foz if ſo be that any man ſhewed | 
\ «oc at bim ot thee andme, her would not believe 
zealous tt. oz becauſe of this thing, J covered 
cat, inc with ſackcloth, and lapd me flat up- 
on the Earth, and pꝛayed unto Almigh⸗ 
ty God, that he would deliver me from this 
woman of Egypt. When ſh& could doe 
nothing this wap, ſhe came unto me a- 
—— gane armed with other reaſons: that is 
ii:ons tor ko lay, that ſher would faine learne the 
we  WozzofGadofme, and began to ſpeake 
after this manner. Ik thou wilt have mer 
fo fozſake mine Jdols, follow my defice, t 
will perſwide my hasband the Egyp- 
tian to goe from his Jdolatry,and we ſhall 
ole a» We in the law of thy God. J made an- 
God abbor. Iwer ko theſe things: G O D will have 
rech. none to wazHip him with I 
nei⸗ 
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of Joſeph, 


| either hath he any pleaſure in adulle⸗ 
rers. And ſhe held her peace, deſiring to 


fulfill her concupiſcence. And J faſted and 


pꝛaped that Sod might deliver mee from 


her. Againe at another time, (hc ſaid unto 


mak: It thou wilt not doe adultery with 


mee, J will kill my Pꝛince, and fo by the 
law, J chall take thee to mp Husband. 
When J heard that, X rent mp garment, 


and laid: Wloman A pꝛap thee bee aſha- 


med of theſe things befoze G DD, and 


feare God, and doe thon not ſuch an abho⸗ 
minable thing: Netther deſpaire utter⸗ 
* ip, that thou dꝛowne not thy ſelfe in thine 
obne evill: koꝛ if thou goe about it, J hall 
utter and declare the thonghts of thine 

| faiquity. Shee fearing thele things 


pꝛaped me that J would not bewꝛay her 
nanghtineſſe, and ſo departed.Yet againe, 
ſhe went about fo begnile me with gifts, 
ſending unto mer all things that men 
habe need of, and ſhe ſent me meat ſtrew⸗ 


ed bout with inchantment: and as the 
Ennuch bꝛought it in, J beheld and ſaw = 
a terrible fellow giving mer a \wo2d with 
the diſh, and J perceived that chee went 
4 about fo deceive me. And when hee was 


gone, J wept, and touched not that meat, 
| nos 


Note the 
truit ot lyſt. 
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noz anp other ok her ſending, fo: a good 
while alter. A dap after that, ſhc came to 
me and ſaid, What is the matter that thon 
haſt not eaten of the meat: And I ſapd 
unto her, becauſe thou baſt popſoncd it: 
pen dia Therefoze thou ſhalt know that J will | 
and not pro- Hot come unto idols. but onelp unto God, 
claime. Paw underſtand therefo:e, that the God Þ 
| of my Father by his Angel, hath ſheuwcd 
thy miſchiefe unto me, and J have kept | 
the meate to thy ſhame, if perchance thou 
mighteſt repent, oz learne that the maltce 
of wicked -doers p2evaileth not againf 
them that wozHip the Lozd in chaTitie, 
And J tooke and did eate befoze her, ſay- Þ 
ing: The God of my fathers, and the An⸗ 
gel of Abraham fhall bee with mee, and 
then the fell downe at my f&fe and wept. Þ 
The Nane Tben lifting her up, J cxho2ted ber ma- | 
ofGod,ang MY WAPCS, and fhce promiſed unto mie 
— 4 A that ſh2 wauld never doe ſac iniquity af⸗ 
ech che con · EC that day. Pet becauſe her heart was 
Frueh, mourning, and did burne toward mee in 
adultery, with ſighes, comming from 
the depth af her ſtomacke, (he caſf down? 
her countenance. The Egyptian her huſ⸗ 
band perceiving her, ſayd, wherefdze hol- 
delt thou downe thy face? ſh# _—_— 


* * 
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the me moꝛp of thee krom the carth. 
ſer laid untome : Have done, have done, 


of Joſeph. 


7 am even ſozrowfull at the heart: and 


bee comfoꝛted her that was not ſicke: pet 
againe the entred in fo me (her Dusband 
being without) and ſaid, J am ſtrangled 
oꝛ choaked: either J will bzeake mp neck, 
o2 elſe dꝛewne mp ſelſe, withont thou 
wilt ovep mer. And J pereeiving that the 
Spirit of Belial troubled and vexed her, 
pꝛaped tinto the Loꝛd my God, and ſayd 
thus: Therefeꝛe art theu veredand frou- 
bled, all blinde in ſenne⸗ Remember thy 


ilfe, foꝛ if then do kill thy ſelfe, the concu⸗ 


bine of thr husband called Scchon, envy⸗ 
ing ther, hall beat thy childꝛen, and deſtroy 
And 


J percetve that pet thou haſt ſome care 


feꝛ me: J have even enough that thou de⸗ 
kendeſt mp life, and my child:ens. J have 
god hope in time ta came, that J ſhall ob⸗ 
; | kaine mp withed be ſire. And ſhee percei⸗ 
ved not that fo2 the love of mp K 02d God 
A (aid ſo, and not fo2 her lake. Wihatſoe= 


ver he be that followeth the concupiſcence 
of his molt filthy and pernictous deſire, is 
made ſervant unto the ſame, as this wo⸗ 
man was. And if he heare anp good thing 
in the paſſion wherein he is overcome, her 
dꝛawelh 


The Teſtament 
dꝛawech the fame to his pernicious oꝛ fil- | 
thy deſire. J ſap unto pou, my Sons, that þ 
tt was about ſixe of the clocke when ſhee 
went from me, and J fell upon mp knees, |? 
p:aping to Godall that dap, with the night 
following. And about the bꝛeak of the day, 
A ſemedy a-. I Arole Weeping, that J might once be de⸗ 
za ep libered frem this Egyptian woman. Fi⸗ 5 

| __ nallp,ſhe caught me faſt by the garment, | 
dꝛawing me to have gone to bed with her. 
| Then perceiving that ſhee waxcd madde, 
| and that violently, and with ſtrength ſhe 4 
| | held mp clothes, J let mp clothes ſtip from 
me. and ted awap. 

Then thee complained to her husband 
of me, which put me in pꝛiſon in the Kings | 
1 houſe. The dap following alter, J was | 

| | ſoꝛe beaten and caſt in pꝛiſon. And when | 
| J lap bound ta fetters, this Egyptian 
woman waxed ſicke foꝛ ſoꝛrow, and har⸗ 
kened how J lauded G GD, being ina | 

bouſe of Darkeneſſe. Fo2 I rejoycing, Þ 

with a glad vapce glozified mp God one- 

Ip that by ſuch occaſion J was delivered 

Note a fub. from the Egyptian Woman. Pet ſhe left 
woman not to ſtand harkning and laid, Have done, 
and take the offer which J put unto thee, 
and fulfill my deſtre, and J will w_ 


of Joſeph. 
- f fron thy Bond, and bing thee out from 
the darkneſle: but all that conld perlwade ff ab 
me nothing, inſomuch that in thought J Kicic. 
was not inclined to any deſire of her, Foz 
God loveth him better which kaſteth in 
chaſfitie being in a pꝛiſon of darkenfſe, 
ſhan him which taketh his pleaſure with 
boluptuouſneſſe tn a chamber of hononr # 
riches. Foꝛ ifa man live in chaſtity, and 
deſire glo2p(if God perceive it to be expe⸗ 
dient foꝛ him) he giveth it unto him, as her 
hach done unto mee. Many times as 
though ſhe had bene ſicke, ſhee deſcended 
unto me unlocked foꝛ, and heard the voyce 
ok mp pꝛaping, and ſfood the moze ſtill. 
But when J heard her ſigh, J held my 
3s | peace, foꝛ in her houſe ſhe ſtripped her ſelfe & property 
n naked, bꝛeaſts, legges and armes, wheres 05 
n by ſhee might have kindled mee into the 
r- Þ lobe ol her. Foz thee was very faire, and 
a gloztouſly adozned to have deceived mee, 
but God kept me from her wo:ks. There⸗ 
e foze my Sonnes, behold what lufferance cpr 
ed with pꝛaper and faffing doth, And there⸗ er and luce. 
et foe if you love ſoberneſſe and chaſtity in ce. 
e, Sutterance and Yumility of the heart, the 
Lord ſhall dwell in pon, foz her loveth ſo- 
v:ietp; and when the moſt Yigh doth 

1 dwell 
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dwell ina man although he chance to fall 
into envie, oz into bondage, oz flander, the 
Lo2d which dwelleth in him, will foz his 
chaſtitie, not onely deliver him, but alſs 
exalt him, and glo:ifie him as he hath done 
me, loꝛ he is alwapes with him in woꝛd, in 
deed and thought. 

My Child:en, pe know well how mp 


Father did love me, and pet J was never 


the pꝛonder therofinmp heart. Fo2 though 
J was a Childe, J had ever the feare of 
Hod in my mind. When J grew unto age, 
I moderated mp felfe, and honourcd my 
h:cth:c1 whom A feared. J held mp peace 
when 4 was ſold, becanſe J would not 
have the iſimzelics to know mp ffocke 
and kindꝛed how J was the ſonne of Ja- 
cob, a man of great ſfrength and power, 
Therefoze have pou in pour deedes the 
feare of God, and honour your Bꝛethꝛen, 


fo2 all men that obſerve the Law of God, | 
are loved of him, Then J came with the 
Iſhmaelites toacertaine place called In- |: 
docple, and thep demanded of mee what 
J was: and J ſapd (becauſe J would not 


repꝛobe my bꝛetbꝛen) that J was one ol 
their honſhold Slaves. Then ſapd the 
chtele ot them, thou art no flaye ; foz thy 

conn- 


being an Hebrew, and ſhee ſaid they had 
; Tolne him ont of the land of Canaan. 
Thereloꝛe donowjudgment upon him and 4<overous 


of Joſeph. 


countenance doth ſhew thee what thou An amiable 
art. And he thꝛeatned me unts the death, ene 
pet fo2 all that, I ſaid againe J was their libe:almiad | 
ſlave. But when we came into Egypt, 
they began to ſtrive who ſhould have me 
fo: the money that was papd : and they a⸗ 
greed that J (ould abide in Egypt with 
a Perchant of their faculty, untill ſuch 
time as they had made their Perchan⸗ 
diſe, and returned againe: and God gave 
me grace in the ſight of che Perchant, 
that he gave me the charge of his houſe, 
and the L622 bleſſed him by mp hand, fo2 
the Loꝛd gave him plenty of gold and ſil⸗ 
ber, and J was with him thꝛee moneths 
and five dapes. In this time paſſed by 
Memphitica, the wife of Putiphar in great 
gloꝛy, and the caſt her epes upon me (fo 
the Eunuches had ſhewed her of me ) x ſhe 
ſhewed her husband of the Merchant which 
was made rich in the hand of a poung man 


S > <li A — — 


eart like 


take the young man to be pour ſteward, & achat. 
the God of the Hebre wes ſhall bleſſe you, 
loꝛ grace from heaven is in him. Putiphar 
ber husband perſwaded with theſe woꝛds, 
K 2 cauſed 


The Teſtament 


cauſed the Merchant to bee ſent foz, and 
ſapd unto him: What doe J heare ofthe, 
that ſtealeſt ſoules out of the Land of the 
 Hebrewes. tn ſelling of Childzen{- The 
Merchant fell do'vne won his knees, 
and pꝛated him ſaying: J beſeech thee Lo2d 
ſhelo me. foꝛ J know not what thou ſateſk, 
Mer anſwered againe, Where gateſt 
thon this Hebrew childe: And hee laid, 
the Iſhmaelites left him with me, untill 
they came this wap againe. Wihen he had 
ſaid ſo, Putiphar faid, bꝛing the ponag 


man hither: and J being bꝛought in, did 


reverence to the Pꝛince of the Eunuches, 
fo) hee was the third man in dignity with 


Pharaob,and P2ince cf all the Eunuches, | 


and her had wile, childꝛen and concubines. 
And when her had taken me apart be ſaid, 
art thou bond, oꝛ art thou free 2 J anſwe- 
red, bond. And her ſapd unto mee, whole 
bondman art thou? 3 anſwered him, the | 
Iſhmaelites. And hee ſaid agatne nnto me: 
how came it to. paile that thou Haſt made 
their bondman : And J ſaid : foz they 
bought mer in the Land of Canaan: pet 
he did not belerve me, ſaping: Truly thou 
ive, and commanded mee to bee beaten. 
Memphitica his Mile ſpped mee _ 
a 


of Joſeph. 


: afa window, and ſent unto her PÞnoband, 4 rokenof 
| Caping: thy judgement is unjnff, fo thou were nor 
Doll panifh w2ongfilly the poung man nen i! 
"| that tsſfolne. But becauſe I changed not 
mp woꝛds, pet againe was J beaten, and 
commanded to be kept at his commande⸗ 

ment till ſuch time as mp maffers came. 
And his wile ſaid unto him; Wherefo2e e wn.” 
doe pc keep in captibity the noble childe ? wan. 
it were moze almes to let him goe, and 

to beat pou. She would faine have ſpied 

me in deſire of ſinne, and J knew nothing 

ofthis. Her ſapd againe to Memphitica, 

it is not honcff among the Ezyptians , to 

fake away another mans gods be foꝛe her 

thew him of it. Mer ſatd that of the Merz 

chant and of mee, when J Gorld be im⸗ 

p:iſoned. After that, xruti. dapes the Ih- 

maelites came, and thep hearing that Ja- 

cob mp Father was heavie fo: mee, ſayd 

unto me, Wherefoze is it that thou ſaidſt 

thou waſf a bondman and now wee know 

that thou art the ſonne of a great man in 

the land of Canaan, and thy father ſozrow- 

eth fo; ther in ſackcloth 2 Then J would eds. 
1 faine have wept, pet J refrained mp ſelfe 

. foz ſhaming of my bꝛethꝛen, and ſaid, J 

„ Knoto it not, fo: J am a bondman, Then 

t K 3 they 


—_ IWF, 7”, ww TT * 


The Teſtament 


thep tooke counſell amongſt themſelves, |: 
whither oꝛ to whom they might ſell mee, | 

left J honld bee found in their hands, fo: 

they feared Jacob leſt he ſhould ber reben⸗ 

ged of them: fo2 they had heard that ha | 

was mighty both to God and man. Then 

ſaid the Merchant to them, redeme him 

now from the judgment ol Putiphar they 

hearing this, went & aſked foz me, ſaping : |þ 

that they had bought me fo: mony,and h 
delivered me. Memphitica ſpake unto ber | 

husband to buy mee, fo: ſhe ſaid, 3 hear ſap | 

they wouldſell him. And they ſent an Eu⸗ 

nuch tothe Iſhmaelites, and deſired to buß 

me, and when hee could not bargaine with 

Mus the them, he returned & ſhewed his Lady that 
:1:breous thep aſkeda great pzice foz the childe: ſh& | 
and 1617, Cent againe another Eunuch, ſaping; al- | 
though they aſke two beſaunces of gold, | 

ſce that thou ſpare not foꝛ monep, but buy 

the child and bꝛing him to me. He patd 80. 

golden crownes foz me, æ ſapd to his Lady 

that hee paid 100. and J perceiving this, 

held mp peace, leſt the Eunuch fhould | 

have bine ſearched. Behold, my ſonnes, þ- 

what babe ſuſtained:lobe one ofpon an- |; 

other, and with continuance caſt ont from 

among pou decett full mindes,fo2 God ve- 1 


lightetb | 


bl Joſeph. 
lighteth in the concozd of bꝛethꝛen. a hath Foncors 


pleaſurealſo in the love and choice of a pꝛo⸗ been. 

ved heart. Foz uhen mp bꝛothers came ont ef © | 

ol Egypt and knew me, J gave them their 4 

= money, # never gave repꝛoach unto them, 

but comkoꝛted them, and after the death ol 

f]acob. J loved them moze abundantly, and Joeph. 

all that ever he commanded me, 3 did ve⸗ ace. 

| rpgladly, and thep marvelled becauſe Arcs. 

| (nffered not them to be troubled foꝛ a ſmall 
cauſe, foꝛ all that was in mp power. J gave 

them. Their childꝛen were reputed to mee 

"Ws mine owne, and mine owne childꝛen as 

their ſervants. Their lite was mp life, and 

heir ſoꝛrow was mp ſoꝛrow, and all their 

infirmitte oz diſeaſe was mine: my land 

was their land, my counſell was the coun⸗ F 

ſeilofthem,and J never exalted my ſelfe a- } 

bove them in pꝛide foꝛ mine owne wozldly "I 

gloꝛp, but was amongſt them as one of 

the leaft.Zherefoze, my ſons, if pe walk in 

the Commandements of the Lov , the 

. 102d (hall cxalt por and bleſſe poi in ri- | 

ches perpetnall. And i any man will dae 4 pronice 

evill to you, with mækeneſſe looke that ye 97 for 

p:ap fo2 him, and God ſhall deliver pou — 

from all evil. Now behold and lee that 

ko mp long ſafferance, the Daughter of 

mY 
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my Loꝛd was given me to wile, and there 
was given to mee with her an hundꝛed ta- 
lents of Gold, foz God made them to 
ſerve me. and gave me beauty that J ſhould 
be as a flower above them that were faire 
in Iſracl, and hee kept mee unto mine age 
both in ſtrengch and beautp, becavſe 3 


was icke to Jacob in all things. And what || 


dꝛeames J have ſeene, mp childꝛen now 
heare. There were rit. Harts fœding, and 
nine were divided abꝛoad in the earth: al⸗ 
ſo J ſaw how that of ſuda was a Uirgine 
bozne, having a white ſilken robe, and ol 
her came fo:th an immaculate Lambe: 
And on the left hand of the ſaid Lambe 
was as it were a Kpon, and all Beaſts 


N x 1 


made againſt him, and the Lambe over? || 
came them, and trode them under his feet, 
and in him joyed the Angels, the men and 


all the earth. Cheſe things ſhall come to 


paſſe in their time, that is to ſay, in the lat- 


ter dayes. Therefoze my Sons, keep the 


commandement of the Loꝛd, and honour 


Juda and Levi. Foz of them, to pou ſhall | 
ſpꝛing the Lambe of Cod, which by his | 


grace ſhall p:eſerve all Gentiles and II- 
rael. The Kingdome of him is a King- 
dome eternall, which ſhallneverpaſſe, Foz 

my 
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my kingdome ſhall be ended in yo, as 
the keeping of an Orchard, fox after the 
har veſt it ſhall appeare no moꝛe. J know 
right well that after my death, the Exyp- 
tians ſhall trouble vou: but God ſhall re⸗ 
venge pon and bzing pou to the pꝛomiſed 
Land which he ſmare to Abraham, Iſaac, 
and Jacob, But carry mp bones with 
you? fo; in ſo doing the Loꝛd ſhall be in the 
light with pou againſt the Ezyprians, and 
Belial thall be in darkncfle with the Egyp- 
tians. Alſo carry with peu pour Mother 
Lilpha, andnigh unto the valley, near un⸗ 
to Rachel, bury her. Then hee had ſatd 
theſe woꝛds, he ſtretched fozth his feet and 
ſlept the ſlerpe of all the Moꝛld. Then they 
embalm d him with ſpices, putting him in 
zàcheſt in Egypt, after hee had lived 110. 
peares, who ſaw Ephraims Childzen un⸗ 
to the third generation. Fo: unto Machir 
the lonne ol Manaſſes, were childꝛen boꝛne 
on Joſephs knees. After this all they of 
Iſrael bewatled him, and all the Egyptians 
with great mourning. Foꝛ he had compal⸗ 
ſion of Egypt, as ot his owne pꝛoper mems 
bers, and aſſiſted them both with his labour 
and counſell, and did them god at all times 

and ſeaſons, 
| | The 
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The Teſtament 


of Benjamin, 


T4 Copy of Benjamins woꝛds, 
which he uttered to his childꝛen, 
being of the age of an hun⸗ 

dꝛeth and twenty peares. Yee 
kiſſed them and ſayd: As Iſaac was bo 
in the hundꝛeth peare of Abraham, fe 
was J in the hundꝛeth yeare of Jacob - 
and becauſe Rachel dyed at my birth 
4 ſucked her bondwoman Bilba. Fez 


- after that Rachel had bozne Joſeph , 
| thee was barren twelve peares. And 
when thee had pzaped to the Lozd in 


thole twelve peares , thee conceived 


- and bare mer: foꝛ my Father loved Ra- 


chel erceedingly, and wiſhed to ſee two 
Sonnes bp her, and therefo:e J was cal- 


led Benjamin, that is to ſap, the Sonne 


of my dayes, oꝛ the ſon of my ſoꝛrow, be⸗ 
canſe my mother dyed tn the birth of me. 
When J came firſt into Egypt, and that 


my bꝛother Joſeph knew mee, he ſaid to 
mee: What ſaid they to my Father, 
when they had ſold mee: J anſwered: 
they ſkained thy Coate with bloud, and 
, binging it to him ſayd: See if this ber 


thy ſonnes coate oz no. And my Wꝛother 
alſo ſaid unto mee: Truely when the 
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Iſhmaclites foke mee, one of them ffrips 
ping mer out of my coate, gave mea thin 
ſhirt to put on, and laſh ing me with a vhip, 
bade me run. And as he went alide fo hide 
my garment, a Lyon met him, and flue 
him, and ſo his partners being affraid,ſold 


me to their fellowes. Pon therefoze, mp 


emptatio 


vercome 

: hem that 
fearc the 
Lord. 


Childꝛen, love the God of heaven, and o⸗ 
bep his commandements, following that 
god ano holy man Joſeph, and let pour 
minde be ſet upon godnelle, as pee know 
that mine hath bene. Her that hach a god 


minde, loketh rightip upon all things. 
Fear God and love pour neighbours, and {; 
mal not o- then although the ſpirit of Belial tempt . 
yon to all naughtineſſe to trouble pou, yet Þ 


ſhall it not get the rpyermoſt hand of you, 
no moꝛe than it did ol mp bꝛother Joſeph. 
How many folke would have killed him, 
and pet God fill defended him 2 Fo2 h# 
that fcareth God and loveth bis neighbo?, 
cannot bee wounded of the apery Spirit 


B-iial : and hee that is ſhielded with the 
fcare of the i oꝛd. is ſafe from harme, both 
ok man + beaſt. and cannot bee overcome, Þ 
becauſe he is helped by the love of God, 
which he huh te wards his neighbour: fo Þ 
Joſeph be ſought eur father Jacob fo * : 

0 


of Benjamin. 

kg my bꝛethꝛen fo the Loꝛd, that he wonls 

not lap unto their charges the miſchiele 

\ dat they had deviſed againſt him. There⸗ 
| at jacob tryed out, O ſonne |oſeph, thou 
halt overcome my heart. And therewith⸗ 
all embꝛacing him, hee kiſſed him two 
? | hourestogether.and ſais: In the ſhall the Joſeph 
» | pophecies of Headen be reſembled to the yds ach 
b | full, concerning the Lambe of God, and Cha. 
t Saviour of the wozld, that the unſpotted 
v | tall be delivered foꝛ the wicked docrs, 
D | and hee that is without ſinne, ſhall die foz 
3. the ſinners in the blond of bis teſtament, 


U | to the ſalvation both of the Gentiles, and 
pt or 1frael, and he ſhall daſh Belial and all 
ef | bis ſervants. Pp Childꝛen, loke upon 
u, the end of that good man, and follow his 
"y | mercifuineiſe with a good minde, that you 


4 Allo map have a Crowne of glo:p upon 
pour heads. A god man hath not a darke A good man- 
01 1; epe, foꝛ he is mercifull and pitiful to all 

men, pea though they bee ſinners and have 

tie deviſed milchtefe againſt him: ond hee that 

och] doth goad, overcommethevill, 1 by the : Overeom: 
me, Þ 4 defence of goodneſſe: and lopeth, 2 the — 
50d, |} rightcous as his owne ſanle. If another righccous. 
fo | man be honoured, h& 3 envieth it not: ue 
1 a man be enriched it grieveth him not # ber. 

I 
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: Praiſetn If a man be ffrong 4 02 valtant, he pꝛap⸗ 
tne valiant. ſeth him, and beleeving him alſo to bee 
5 Defendeth ch ſte, he delendeth 5 him that hath the 
deen dee feare of God. Ye wozketh together with 
him that loveth God, and ik a man fo:ſake 

W ag the 6 Alm{zhty, hee warneth him to re⸗ 
cont turne againc. Whoſoever hath the grace 
3 of a god ſpirit, him doth hee lobe as his 
due bob. obne life. He 7 pityeth the pooz2,ſuccon- 


The :xam- xeth the weake, and pꝛaiſeth and honou⸗ 


—— 3% reth God. Pp childzen, if ye have a gud 


verteth ſin- mind, evill men (hall ſtand in awe of pon, | 
and unthꝛikts ſhall foz very ſhame be con⸗ | 
berted to goodneſſe. Do that covetons [* 


ners 


men ſhall not only depart from their nig- 
gardlineſſe, but alſo give ol their abun⸗ 
dance to the needy. If pee bee god doers, 
both nncleane ſpirits ſhall flee from pon, 
and ſhzewd beaſts shall ſhun fo; feare of 
pau. Fo2 where the regard of god wo2ks 


is in the minde, there darkeneſle flyeth a⸗ 


wap. Foz if hee doe wzong to any holy 


Man, he is ſozry foz it: And if a holy man 
receive wꝛong, hee pitieth the doer, and 
putteth it up with Mence. And any man 
betray a rigbteous ſoule, and the righte⸗ 
dus pꝛap fo: his betraper, the betraper is 
not a little diſgraced z ang the righteous Þ 

becon | 


and! 
nan! 
te⸗ | 
x is 
ous | 
me 
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zecommeth much moꝛe notable afterwort, 


as did my Bꝛother Joſeph, The guile⸗ 
god mans mind: fo2 the Angel ok peece 


guddeth his ſcnte. Her loketh not affeci⸗ debeo 


anately upon couptible things, ne ra- 


kethtogether riches in the deſtre of volup⸗ 


tuouſneſſe. De is not delighted wi th 


pleaſures, He grieveth not his acighvour, 


her ſtufketh not himſelfe with meaty, net- 
tber wandꝛeth he in the pꝛide of his eves: 


For the Loꝛd is his poztton. De takcth 
no gloꝛp fo? giving gov counſell: he pal⸗ 
ſeth not how men diſhoneur him, neither 


can he ſkil in any fraude oꝛ guile, untruch, 
{trife, oꝛ llanderouſneſſe: fo2 the Koꝛd 
dwelleth in him, and cnlightencth his 
mind, and hee refoyceth befo:ce all men in a 
good time. A good minde hath not two 
fongues ; one to bleſſe with, and another 


to curſe with: one to ſſander with, and an⸗ 


other to honour with: one of ſoꝛrow, and 


; another of joy: one of quietneſſe, and ans 


# other of trouble: one of diflimulation, 
and another of truth: one of poverty, and 
another of riches: but it hath one only dil⸗ 
poſition pure and unco2rupt towards all. 

It hath no double ſight oꝛ double hearing: 


Fo: 


| The Teſtameni | 
Fo: iu all things that bee doth, ſpeaketh, 
a2 ſeeth, he knoweth that the Loꝛd behols 
deth his heart, and therfoze he cleanſcth bis 
minde, that hee map not ber kound faulty 
betoze God and man. Wut all the wozkes! 
of Belial are double and utterly voids of 
ſimplicitie. Wherefozz mp childꝛen ſhun! 
the nanghtineſſe of Belial : fo2 at the firll | 
be delighteth thoſe that obep him, but in 
. the end hee is a ſwoꝛd, and the father ol 
Diebe, leven miſchifes. Fo2 when the minde 
ther of ſeven Hath once conceived by Belial, it bꝛingeth 
mictictes. fozth, firſt envie, ſecondly delperateneſſe, 
: Deipera- thirdly ſozrow , fourthly bondage, fifily 
Sopron. næ dineſſe, ft tp troubleſomnelle, ſeventh-! 
— lp de ſolation: and fo2 that cauſe was 
* Tobie. Cain toꝛmented with ſeven puniſhments 
7 Decl. by GO O, fo: in ſeven peares together 
An example God bꝛought every yeare a new plague 
of Cain. upon Cain. Two hundzeth pearcs he lul⸗ 
fered, and in the nine hundꝛeth peare, the} 
earth was made deſolate with the Flond, 


loz his righteous bꝛother Abels lilies, Ju 
ſeven hundꝛeth peares is Cain judged, and 
Lamech in ſeventie times ſeven: fon 
they that are like Cain in ſpightfulnes and 
batred towards their Bꝛethꝛen, chall bee 


puniched with the ſame puniſhment = 
J 


of Benjamin, 


e der, as he was.Vou ther foꝛe mp childꝛen, 
eſchew malice, en vie, and hatred towards 
your bꝛethꝛen. and elea de to gobneſſe and 
lovingneſſe. Her that hath a minde clcane 
in love, loketh not upon a woman in way 
of lecherp. Foz hee hath no de filing in his 
heart, becauſe the ſpirit of the Loꝛd reſtech 
in him. Foꝛ as the Sunne is not deftlen 
by ſhining upon a puddle o: bung hill, but 
doth rather dꝛy up and drive atoap cho 
ſtinke : cven fo a pure minde ſtrivetha⸗ 
gainſt the uncleanneſſe of the carih, end 
obercommeth it, but ts not defiled it ſelſe. 
And J perceive by the ſarings of the 
righteous Enoch, that there ſhall be cvill 
beds among you-Fo2 pcuſhall de file ꝓc ur 
ſelves with the koꝛnication of Sodome, 
and periſh all ſave a few , and multiply 
ino2dinate luſts in Women , and the 
reigne of the Loꝛd hal not be among pou, 
foꝛ he ſhall take it awap ſuddenly. HRe⸗ 
vertheleſſe the Kozds Temple hall bee 
made in our potion, æ it ſhall bee glo:tous 
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among yon, Foz the Lozd himſelte ſhall vicy ot 


take the Kingdome upon him, and the 
twelve Tribes ſhall be gathered together 
there, and all Nations ſhall reſozt thither, 


untill the moſt High ſend his ſalvation 
L 


in 


Chriſt. 


The Teſtament 


in the viſitation of his enely begotten. 
Geras And her ſhall enter into the firſt Temple, 
and there the Loꝛd (all ſuffer wꝛong, and 
be deſpiſed, and bee lifted up upon a piece 
ot timber. And the voile of the Temple 
Mavh-27- ſhall bee rent aſunder, and the Spirit of 
mn, ot the the Loꝛd Call come downe upon the Gen- 
hol, spirit. tiles, pouredout as fire: and riſing up from 
Ot bi-aſ- the grave, bee (hall aſcend from earth to 
cento Heaven. He ſhall remember how baſe he 
bath beene upon carth, and how glozious 
be is tn heaven. When Joſcph was in E- 
gypt, J longed to ſee his perſon, and the 


foꝛme of his countenance, And thꝛongh! 
the pꝛayers of my Father Jacob, J ſaw | 


him awake in the dap of his fnll and per- 
fect ſhape. Now therefoꝛe my Childꝛen, 
know pou that J ſhall dye. TAherekoze 
deale ebery of yon truelp and rightfully 
with bis neighbour, wo: ke pte juſtlp and 
faithfully, and keepe pe the law and com 
mandement of the Lozd : foz that doe 
I teach pon in ffead of all Inheritance: 


And give pen the ſame to pour Childzen | 


foꝛ an everlaſting poſſeſſion. Fo2 ſo did 
Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, they gabe us 
all theſe things fo an Inheritance, ſay- 


ing: Keepe the Kozds — [ 
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till hee reveale his ſaving health unto all \#722Þ<c 
nations. Then ſhall yce ſee Enoch, Noe, comming 
> | Sem, Abraham, Ifaac, ann Jacob, rifing at * ©". 
2 his right hand with joptulneſſe. Then Sion aba 
> | fhall wee riſe alſo every of us to his owne ls 0. 
f | Scepter, wozſhipping the King of heaven 
- | which appeared ou earth in the baſe ſhape 
nok man. As manp as belccve in him, ſhail 
0 rejoice with him at that time. And all 
e the ſe ſhall riſe againe to glozy , and the 
s | reſidue unto Game. And the Lozd ſhall 
3 firſt of all judge 1ſrac! foz the unrighte⸗ 
he þ onſneſſe committed againſt him, becauſe 
3b they belee ved not in God that came in the 
w | fl:G to deltver. Then ſhall he judge all 
r- | - Naftons as many as belecvcd nct in him 
n, when he appeared upon carth, and her ſhall 
ze repꝛove Iſrael among the choſen of the 
lly | Gentiles,as be repꝛoved Eſau in the Midi- 
nd anites, that ſeduced his bꝛethꝛen by koꝛni⸗ 
m- | cation and Zdolatrp, who were eſtran⸗ 
oe gedfrom Sod, and fell aw:p from the 
e: Inheritance of the Chtidꝛen, becauſe 
zen thep fearednot God, But if you walke 
did 1 in holineſſe befoꝛe the Loꝛd. pre ſail dwell 
us in Hope agatne in me. And all Iſraci ſhall 
ap? |: | bee gathered to the Koꝛd, and J {hail no 
nts | moze bee called a rav? -ning Molke, (02 
till |; L 2 your 
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pour Kobberies lakes, but J ſhall be cal- | 


led the L92ds Mozkeman, whichgiveth 
foode unto (ach as doe good. And in mp 


ſeede ſhall bee raiſed up the Beloved ol 
A Prophecy the L62d/whoſe voice ſhall be heard upon 


0: chenari- the earth, and he ſhall give new know⸗ 
1. ledge, and enlighten all Nations with the 
light of underſtanding, and ſhall come up 

| to ſave Iſrael. He ſhall take from them as 
Cube aWolfe, and give to the Dpnagogue of 
BET Gentiles, and continue in the Spna⸗ 
nogue ofthe Geatiles fo the worlds end. 

He ſhall be among their Pꝛinces às muſi⸗ 

call melody in the mouthes ok all men, and 

his doings and ſayings ſhall be w:ittenin 

a. bol bokes. He {hall be the Lo2ds Dear⸗ 
web aw, ling fo2 evermoꝛe. And as concerning him, 
cur ſinnes. my Father 1 acob taught me, ſaping: He 
{hall a:nendthe defaults of thy Tribe. And 

when he had ended theſe ſapings, he com⸗ 

manded his childꝛen to carry his bones ont 

of Egypt, and to bury them in Hebron, by 

bis Fathers. Do Benjamin dped a hun- 


dꝛeth and five and twenty peares old ins P 
god age. and they put him in a Coffin, and | 


in the foureſcoꝛe and eleventh pear befo:c 
the departure of the Iſraelites out of E- 
gypt, they x their bꝛethꝛen conveyed their 
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Fathers 
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of Benjamin, 
Fathers bones pꝛivily againe into the 
Land of Chanaan, and burted himin He- 
bron, at the feet of his Fathers, and retur⸗ 

ned againe ont of the Land of Chanaan, 
and dwelt in Egypt, till the 

dap of their departure 
thence all toge⸗ 
ther. 
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How theſe Teſtaments of the twelve 
Patriarches were firſt found, & by whoſe 
means they were tranſlated out of Greek, 
into Latine. 


Heſe Teſtaments were hidden and 
concealed a long time, fo as the tea- 
chers and the ancient Interpreters could 
not finde them. Which thing happencd 
through the ſpitefulneſſe of the Jewes, 
whoby reaſon of the molt evident, mani- 
felt, and often Prophecies of Chriſt, that 
are written in them, did hide them a long 
vyhile. At length the Greekes, being very 
narrow ſearchers out ot ancient Writings 
fought theſe Teſtaments warily, and got 
them more warily, and tranſlated them 
faithfully out of Hebrew into Greeke, 
Nevertheleſs, this writing continued yet 
{till unknowne; becauſe there was not a- 
ny man to be found that was skilfull both 
in the Greek & Latine, nor any interpre- 
ter that might procure the tranſlation ot 
this noble work, untill the time of Robert 
the ſecond, ſurnamed Groſt bead, Biſhop 
of Lixcolne, who ſent diligent ſearchers 
—— E 
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as farre as Greece, to fetch him a copy of 
the ſaid writing,without refpc of their 
charges, which hee bare moſt liberally, 
Therefore, to continue the memories of 
thoſe molt lightſome Prophecies, to the 
ſtrengthening of the Chriſt ian faith, that 
reverend Biſhop did in the yeare of our 
Lord,1 242, tranſlate them painfully and 
faithfully, word for word out of Gree ke 
into Larine (in which two tongues hee 
was counted very skilfull) by the help ct 
M. Nicholas Greek Parſon of the Church 
of Datchot, and Chaplaine to the Abbot 
of St. Albons, to the intent that by that 
meanes the evident Prophecies which 
ſhine more bright than the day light, 
might the more gloriouſly come abroad, 
to the greater contuſion of the Fewes,and 
of all hereticks & enemies ef the Church 
of Chriſt, to whom be praiſe and 
glory for ever, 

Ames, 
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